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"The factthat Astarte thus tendedto absorb the other female divinties of the country suggeates that she

was pre-eminentthere”

"She was worshipped among all the off-shoots of the Semitic race: the Aramean Atar (Atar-gatis =
Atar'ate), The Moabites, Ashtar, the Arabs, who regarded her as a male divinity, called her Athtar (Whence

aster,"god"inthe Abyssiniaminscription.)



Be that as it may,the cult of Astarte among the ancient Cananites is borne witness to, not only by
Isralite writers, butby such place names as Ashtartu and Ashtaroth, also called Be'eshterah, thatis the temple
of Astarte, "Beth Ashtereth".

Astarte, one of the chief deities to Tyre; and Sidon, was also adopted by the Philistines. At Ascalon, one
oftheir principal cities, She wasworshiped under her Aramean name of Atargaties".
(P-134,Edioph-Lodslsrael.formitsbeginingtothe middle ofthe eighthcentury)
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(Ashortwalkin Hindukush by Eric Newby. page 230,231. Arrow Books London 1961)
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"The Canaanites, including the inhabotants of Syria in general, abstained from eating the fishwhichwas
sacred to Atargatis; in the belief that this food would cause ulcers; on the other hand they sacrificed them to
thegodess."(Israel-AdolphLods.p-111)
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"In the Tell el-Amarna age the names of certain Cananites princees bear witness t the worshipof a
godnMelek: Abdimilli (Melekis myfather) llimilki (Melekis mygod)
The name ofthe tribe and city of Dan was derived, perhaps fromthat of agod of the same name". (P-126)
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(KarlJettmar,Religions of the Hindukush. Vol | Page 49)
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