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Hazrat Mohammad

(peace be upon him)
Translation of Urdu poetry

That blessed and great
Leader, from whom proceeds
All the light — his name

Is Mohammad, and he alone
Is my friend, my dearest

Well Beloved !

All the Prophets
Are fauliless and holy,
Each better than the other :
But coming from the Lord God,
The highest, and the best
Among them all, without doubt,
Is Mohammad himself !
He 15 betler far than all
Have gone before !
In excellence like the moon :
ey discormang eye

Rrm 15 furmed. since
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Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

A

The Promised Messiah

Ll 55— & o e Lo i o
2 o e Ay w22 K rL_J

Pt oor L yedd S A ot ST
2yt byl A 52 s IS

2 NS gt o e sl

P ) BN TS 1 R P N

&gl U mayly & ool (i (e

WAl Toesarwe of (DURRESAMEEN)
wSe= A0 Nz (PSS




The Promised Messiah, peace be on him, wrote:

“"Harken, all ye people. This is a prophecy of Him Who had
created heaven and earth. He will spread this Community of His
in all countries and will make it supreme over all, through reason
and arguments. The days are coming, indeed they are near, when
this will be the only religion which will be held in honour. God will
bestow extraordinary blessings on this religion and Movement.
He will frustrate everyone who seeks to destroy it. This
supremacy will last till the Judgment Day.

“Remember that no one will descend from heaven. All our
opponents who are alive will pass away and no one will see Jesus
son of Mary descending from heaven. Then their next generation
will pass away and no one of them will see this spectacle. Then the
generation next after that will pass away without seeing the son of
Mary descending from heaven. Then God will make them anxious
that though the time of the supremacy of the cross had passed
away and the world had undergone great changes, yet the son of
Mary had not descended from heaven. Then the wise people will
suddenly discard this belief. The third century after today will not
yet have come to a close when those who hold this belief, whether
Muslims or Christians, will lose all hope and will give up this belief
in disgust. There will then be only one religion that will prevail in
the world and only one leader. I have came only to sow the seed,
which has been sown by my hand. Now it will sprout and grow and
flourish and no one can arrest its growth.”

(Tazkaratush Shahadatain, pp.64-65)



Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed Qadiani

The Promised Messiah.



Lines from "Dur-e-Sameen"

Translation of Urdu poetry

of

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

How very clearly manifest

Is the light of that Source
Of all kinds of light,

That the entire universe

Has turned into a mirror,
For the eyes to catch

The fullest reflection

Of the Divine Being,

The Lord God Himself!

Looking at the moon,
Last night, I was thrown
Into a great agitation,

And a restlessness of the mind:

For, to a certain extent,
It carried a suggestion
Of the beauty and charm
Of my Beloved !

Wonderful, indeed,
Is the manifestation
Of Thy power, on all sides :
It does not matter,
In the least, which way
I turn to look ; for even
That way, in itself, turns out
To be the right path
For obtaining a vision
Of Thee !

Waves of Thy beauty
Are to be seen
In the effulgence
Of the sun ; and every star
Carries a beam
Of Thy flash !

With Thine own hands
Hast Thou sprinkled biting salt
On the wounded souls :
So, naturally therefore,
On every side, now,
Is raging a tumult
Of the waxing cries of love,
Wrung from the desolate heart
Of the disconsolate lovers !

The Promised Messiah

How marvellous,
Indeed, are the qualities
Thou hast made inherent
In every particle,

In every grain of sand :
And who is there

Can read the immense
Meaning of these profound
Mysteries !

The human mind

Fails, absoultely, to fathom
The immensity of Thy powers :
And who is there can unravel
These difficult knots !

That I be able to meet
Thee, I have mingled
With the dust, hoping, thereby,
To find some remedy, would put
An end to this torture
Of separation !

Not even

For a single moment,

Do I find any rest,

Any peace, without Thee :
My life is sinking,

As sinks the heart

Of a patient, stricken down
By some mortal disease !

What is the meaning
Of these cries, this noise,
This tumult, in Thy lane ?
Turn Thy attention, immediately,
Lest a poor mortal,
Caught in the violent throes
Of love, should finally come
To lose his life !



STATUS OF WOMEN

IN

ISLAM

Translated and adapted from an address of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV
to Lajna Imaillah on August 1, 1987

By Sureayya Hamza

ObaN asl ity 2

2 0851 S s g
= L2 -

J’” \/h/ﬁ Aaa "_J’ : o ]/:J A~
el entlyaalons (an g g B
Wi 20 um ’."W‘)E.r‘i-’-.l. Wi
belol Raslos Lalain s o als

K .5"*”*[’51&‘{ At N WL
QORLED Sa3lans S5 123 8 G 15
Wt TS B a2st 2, A
H}bfc-ﬂ.HULJ u-%—b;-nb aLAU

ol S CHORHIG) i G4l

Sura Al Nisa Verse 35

N

Europeans object that according to
the Quran God has created man superior
to woman and therefore he has every
right to order about woman as he likes.
Now let us analyse the verses:-

The word f’|»® means something
which has the correcting or reforming
quality. Thus plsS would be used for
a person who carries the responsibility
of the reformation of society. The primary
responsibility of the social reformation
of women rests on men. If there is a de-
terioration in the social behaviour of
women and if this leads to liberties that
run against the principles of Islam and
disorientatesfamily life, men are to be
held primarily responsible for such be-
cause God has given this responsibility
to men. This responsibility has been
placed on the shoylders of men
because (_Aa_’g}"(v-q.a.ﬂawld—ﬁ-*u_u God

has endowed certain inborn faéulties

P

exclusive to each of His creations. As a
corollary thereof some of His creations
are selectively superior to others in certain
ways. (& s-4] o8 describes only one aspect
of superiority of men over women. This
does not mean that men are superior to
women in all other aspects, too.

Now, another meaning of the
word*les is ‘'strong’. And, the ‘Fair Sex’
is accepted to be delicate even in the
West. There is no doubt that man is
physically stronger than woman. If this
is not so, why then, are sports and games
held, even on international level, sepa-
rately for men and women. If they desire
to believe the Holy Quran, they should
do so practically and not verbally alone.
This is a fact which even the collected
efforts of all women liberation movements,
the world over, cannot belie.

&3 94) ¢4 944y Under the economic
system of Islam, man is responsible for
providing necessities of life to his family.
Now this is clear that a giving-hand is
always the upper one and thus has certain
superiority over the receiving one. Don't
we see this in the attitude of donor nations
as against the acceptors. The so-called
developed nations of Europe and America
cannot comprehend this because their
woman is obliged to work in order to
share the economic burden with her man
and call this equality of sexes. She works
in the house, she gives birth to children,
she earns and if they are separated, their
possessions are equally divided between
husband and wife, even if all of it is on
the other hand, earned by the wife. In
the economic system of Islam, women

5



carry no such responsibility. She is free
to earn if she so likes and has the right
loI spend her earnings as she likes.
dblﬁia-l.__iuxu_ IRV s carlalis

The above verse highlights the
dignifying virtues of faithful women folk
condescending attitude towards them in
acknowledging their selective virtues.
Quran gives cover to isolated instances
of possible hostilities on the part of a
woman tending to physical violence that
4 man may occasion to encounter. Pro-
pounders of law of equality may advocate
retaliation to balance the action. How-
ever in an exceptional situation such as
this, Quran appeals to the faculties of
manhood and expects the matter to be
resolved through principles of rational-
ity. It is because the word "Qawwam"
can not be equated with imprudence
or ignominy.

The belief of the people of the West
that the Quranteaches inequality is proved
to be a wrong and baseless accusation
with this verse. There are other verses
of the Holy Quran which also prove this
Statement to be wrong.

(a) 320 e (1 e oreds
daws e dlan

‘Men are superior to women in certain
ways but in spite of that they enjoy equal
rights.’

The Holy Quran also says:
() FE @S s et ol o

meaning that ‘they enjoy equal rights and
responsibilities in such a manner as if
'you are a cover unto them and they are
a cover unto you' i.e. all the functions
of cover/dress, in €very respect, are to
be fulfilled by men and women for each
other.

Now let us see what those nations
=nd religions, who criticise the teachings
oI Islam, have to say about the status

~women. Here there is a misconception.

The western civilisation is compared with
Islam as a religion. Although the
comparison should be between the
teachings of Islam and the teachings of
other religions i.e. Christianity, Juda-
ism, Hinduism. In other words the teach-
ings of the Bible, Torah, Vedas be proved
superior to the teachings of the Holy
Quran. When we examine the other
religions we find that either no mention
is made of the position of women in them
or if it is made, it is in such a degrading
and disgraceful manner that the ungodly
features seem to wash the sublimeness
of religion in one stroke, and if one is
to judge these religions on this basis
alone, one would not only turn against
those religions but would doubt the very
existence of God.

Torah and Bible say that women are
under total subjugation of their men.
They should suffer beating and humili-
ation as they have no right to question
the actions of their men. They are not
allowed to ask any questions in the chu rch.
They are only to obey and to keep silent.
They are not to give orders or to teach
anything to others. As a symbol of their
obedience they must keep their heads
covered.

The teaching of Hinduism is even
worse. It would have been much better
if no position was given to women in it
at all. The very existence of a woman is
considered to be a misfortune and an evil
omen. Just as the Arabs used to kill their
daughters soon after their birth in the
pre-Islamic period. From the religious
point of view, women are sometimes {o
be treated as worse than animals. The
Hindu history tells us that all this was
practically done. Her only duty is to obey
and serve man or to worship God all
alone. She is not permitted even to read
their religious books. There is no need
to consult the Hindu girls concerning
their marriage. A widow is not expected
to remarry. She is to wear white clothes
all her life, shave off her head, not to
attend any wedding, cook her own food,
etc. AHindu woman connot own or inherit
any property in her own name. As a result
of these cruelties she became forced to



burn herself alive along with her dead
husband, which she found better than
passing through the tortures her religion
forced her to go through.

The so-called western civilisation is
very proud of itself and considers itself
to be much superior to Islamic civilisa-
tion in the case of women. They try to
compare the western civilisation of today
with the teachings of Islam revealed to
the Holy Prophet fourteen hundred years
ago and base their objections on that.
When we examine these objections we
find that the western civilisation cannot
come even near about the teachings of
Islam about women, taught fourteen
hundred years ago. even today. Just
examine their laws and reports printed
in recent years and they show that a very
large percentage of women and children
is the victim of the cruelties of men, and
there is no protection against this in their
law. The statistics are not accurate
because a large number of women feel
ashamed to report such cases. This
number is f[rightfully increasing. One
book alone, "Scream Quietly or the
Neighbours will hear" printed by ‘Pen-
guins’ in 1947, proves the horrible tales
of woe and suffering of women at the
hands of men, as late as the last quarter
of the 20th century. Even today several
stories of cruelty to women and children
are being printed in the newspapers of
Europe and America. The rate of divorce
has reached a dangerous point in these
countries. As against this, the religion
ol the Holy Prophet, which is being spoken
of with sarcasm and ridicule may be viewed
on the basis of its teachings, his own
practice and that of his followers. The
Holy Prophet himself could not bear the
least inconvenience to women. Once he
saw a camel, with women sitting on its
back, being made to run and said, "they
are like delicate glass, handle them with
care". How cruel it is to call such teach-
ings cruel. The whole concept of the status
of women is based upon this belief.

In fact the Holy Prophet lifted women
from a very low position to a very high
and dignified position. As a result, many

basic changes took place in the Arab
society. He himsell acted according to
the sublime teachings of Islam and the
social pattern around him changed in
such a way that women enjoyed equal
rights with men, which was unthought
of before his advent. The woman who
used to have been inherited as a piece
of property now stood up against her father,
her brother or her husband for the rights
given to her by Islam and the Holy Prophet.
They used to ask any question freely from
the Holy Prophet. They were given the
rights to go to the courts, to pray to God.
It was declared a sin to bury new born
baby-daughters. Mothers were given such
exalted position that the children were
asked to look for Paradise under their
feet. Hazrat Ayesha (the Holy Prophet's
wife) taught half of the Islamic teachings
to women and men alike during the life
of the Holy Prophet and afterwards. Two
of the noblest women Pharoah's wife and
Mariam Binte-Imran are presented as
models of piety for all men and women.

The Promised Messiah says, "The
Holy Prophet is the perfect example for
every thing. Just see how he treated
women. Any man who treats women cruelly
is a coward and is unmanly"

Now let us examine the objections one
by one:-

As for PURDAH, the point behind it
is that purdah means to 'keep one's eyes
downcast' and men and women both are
asked to observe it. Woman is given
special orders about it because she is
pretty and attractive and if she is not
careful, she may become the cause of
leading men astray. So she is asked not
to make her beauty public and to save
men from this. The Promised Messiah
says "It doesn't mean that women are to
be imprisoned inside their houses. They
are free to lead normal lives. Old women
and working women are permitied to move
about freely and go to their places of
work". He also says, "Today's society is
not such in which a woman is safe without
purdah. We must wait for better days".
We can see how true it is. In today's [ilthy



Society where even three to four year old
girls are not safe, how can grown up girls
g0 about unprotected.

Another accusation of the West on
Islam is 'POLYGAMY". They think this to
be sheer cruelty when a man is allowed
to have more than one wife at a time:
secondly why man only is given this per-
mission and woman is not allowed to
have more than one husband,

If we read the verse :
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Sura Al Nisa Verse 4 & 5

We understand why this permission
Wwas gdranted, on what conditions was it
given and how far is it right or wrong.
First of all it is conditional: man is
allowed to émarry only under certain
circumstances and that too, if he finds
himself strong enough to maintain jus-
tice between his  wives. He is reminded
2gain that in case he feels that he cannot
do so then he should not attempt it at
all. If one tries to maintain the high
standard set by the Holy Prophet then
he would be a very bold man who would
go for a second marriage. Secondly one
is allowed a second wife only under certain
Circumstances e.g. at the time of war,
when most of the men die and women
are left alone., unprotected. It becomes
4 social duty to give such women Dro-
t€ction and the only proper way of doing
SO is to marry them, otherwise it will give
rise to widespread sin. which is SO apparent

Another objection which is often
raised is why women are not allowed to
have more than one husband at a time.
Just think of it! what would be the situation
if it was done. There is already a shortage
of men, if a woman wants more than one
husband, what about the others? Many
would be left without even one husband.
To whom would the children belong? Who
would be responsible in the case of a di-
vorce? If every man married more than
one wife and every woman married more
than one husband, then there would be
no single family and there would be total
chaos all around.

There is no running away from the
teachings of Islam which are based on
human nature, on the needs of human
beings and not on emotions alone. It is
for the days of peace and of war, it is
for all times and all places.

Those who object to the permission
granted by Islam to man to marry four
wives at a time must be told, "O Phy-
sician! heal thyself'. Their attention must
be drawn to their own religions, where
we find just the opposite situation. Torah
and Bible give total freedom to marry
without any restrictions, without any
conditions to maintain Jjustice which are
explained in detail in the Holy Quran.
The Prophet whom they themselves give
somuch respect, with whom Prophethood
started, continued and ultimately, ac-
cording to them, the Saviour was born:
Hazrat Yaqub had more than one wife.
Hazrat Dawood was supposed to have
99 wives and the desire for one more
was still there. Then those who follow
the Bible and have reverence for it, have
no right to object. In Hinduism Hazrat
Krishna is stated to have many wives.

Islam allows it only under certain
conditions and orders men to maintain
justice and treat each wife equally, if
they don't, they are warned of being
punished in life after death.

Islam is the only religion in which
woman was given the right to choose her



QURANIC PURDAH

Commentary (tafseer) on the Holy Quran

Translation

And say to the believing women
that they restrain their eyes and
guard their private parts, and that
they disclose not their natural and
artificial beauty except that which is
apparent thereof, and that they draw
their head-coverings over their bos-
oms, and that they disclose not their
beauty save to their husbands, or to
their fathers, or the fathers of their
husbands or their sons or the sons
of their husbands or their brothers,
or the sons of their brothers, or the
sons of their sisters, or their women,
or what their right hands possess,
or such of male attendants as have
no sexual appetite, or young children
who have no knowledge of the
hidden parts of women. And they
strike not their feet so that what they
hide of their ornaments may become
known. And turn ye to Allah all
together, O believers, that you may

succeed.
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Commentary:

As a good deal of misunderstanding
and lack of proper knowledge as to what
constitutes Islamic "purdah" prevails even
among Muslims, a somewhat detailed note
on this much-vexed question is called for.
Here are the relevant Quranic verses that
embody necessary commandments about
"purdah”.

() O Prophet, tell thy wives and thy
daughters and the women of the believers
that they should let down over them their
loose outer garments. It is more likely that
they will thus be distinguished and not
molested (33 : 60).

The Arabic word used in this verse
is «—a¥e-of which the singular is Ul
meaning, an outer or wrapping garm-
ent; a head-covering; the garment with
which a woman covers her head and
bosom.

(il) And say to the believing women
that they restrain their eyes and guard
their private parts and that they disclose
not their natural and artificial beauty except
that which is apparent thereof, and that
they cast their head-coverings over their
bosoms, and that they disclose not their
beauty....(24 : 32 ie the verse under
comment.)



(iii) O wives of the Prophet, you are
not like any other women if you are right-
eous. So be not soft in speech, lest he in
whose heart is a disease should feel
tempted; and speak a decent speech. And
stay in your houses with dignity and do
not show off yourselves like the showing
off of the former days of ignorance (33 :
33-34).

(iv) O ye who believe, let those whom
your right hands possess, and those of
you who have not attained to puberty, ask
permission of you three times before
coming into your presence: before the
morning Prayer, and when you take off
clothes at noon in summer and after the
night Prayer (24 : 59),

The following inferences are clearly
deducible from the verses quoted above:

(i) When they go out, Muslim women
are to wear an outer and wrapping
garment which should cover their
heads and bosoms in such a manner
that the garment should come down
from the head to the bosom covering
the whole body including the face. This
is the significance of the Quranic words
O ac e obus (33 : 60). The
outer garment is intended to make known
the fact that while a Muslim woman goes
about her business she may be spared
the mental anguish of being stared at by
persons of questionable character.

(ii) Muslim men and women are to
restrain their eyes when they happen
to face each other.

(iii) The third commandment though
apparently applying to the wives of the
Prophet, includes, as is the practice of
the Qur'an, other Muslim women also.
The words “And stay in your houses”
imply that whereas women may go out
when necessary, the principal and pri-
mary sphere of their activities is inside
the house.

(iv) At three stated hours, even

children are not allowed to enter the private
apartments of their parents nor are
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domestic servants or female slaves al-
lowed to enter the sleeping room of their
masters.

The first commandment applies to
women when they go out. Then they are
to use an outer garment which should
cover their whole body including the face.
The second commandment relates to “pur-
dah” primarily inside the four walls of
the house when near male relatives fre-
quently come and go. In that case men
and women are only to restrain their
looks and as an additional precaution
women are to take care that theird;
i.e. beauty of person, dress and orna-
ments, is not displayed. They are not
required to use wWo (outer garment)
because that would be very irksome
and even impracticable in view of the free
and frequent visits of near blood rela-
tions such as cousins, brothers-in-law,
sisters-in-law, etc. The context shows
that this commandment relates to
“purdah” inside the four walls of the
house, because all the persons mentioned
in the verse are very near relations who
generally visit the houses of their rela-
tives. The special mention in it of four
categories of persons besides near rela-
tives, viz., decent women, old servants,
female slaves and minor boys, lends
additional weight to the inference that
the commandment in this verse relates
to “purdah” within the four walls of
the house.

The fact that the first command-
ment refers to “purdah” outside the house
and the second commandment basically
refers to “purdah” within the four walls
of the house is also apparent from the
different words that have been used to
express the two forms of “purdah” in the
relevant verses i.e. 33 : 60, and the verse
under comment. Whereas in 33 : 60 the
garment which a woman is to use when
she goes out is <Wa the garment which
she has to use inside the house when
relatives visit is ulys Moreover, whereas
in 33 : 60 the words used are ¢rA3ou
wimklacr wide i.e. they should let down
over them their outer garments (for a
detailed discussion of ©Uaand isoasee



33 : 60); in the verse under comment
the words used are = O ~3ey o)
Cr@2 s> ie. they should cast their
head-coverings over their bosoms. It is
clear that in the former case the garment
will cover the head, the face and the
bosom while in the latter case only the
head and the bosom will become covered
and the face may remain uncovered.

It may also be noted in passing that
the shape and form of the outer-garment
which, as mentioned above, a woman
must wear when she goes out and
which coers her whole body including
the face will vary according to the cust-
oms, habits, social status, family tradi-
tions and usages of various classes of
the Muslim community. The command-
ment with regard to “purdah” within the
four walls of the house will also apply
to shops, fields, etc., where women of
certain sections of Muslim society have
to work to earn their living. There a
woman will not be required to veil her
face. She will have only to restrain her
eyes and to cover her A_s) ie. her
ornaments and other embellishments, as
women within the house have to do when
their relatives visit them.

The third commandment requires
women to behave with dignity bordering
on austerity when talking to stranger
men; and they are also required to give
their full attention to the discharge of
their serious and important duties in
regard to the affairs connected with the
well-being of their own sex and the man-
agement of the house hold affairs and
to looking after and bringing up of children
and kindred matters. The fourth com-
mandment enjoins husband and wife to
have, as far as possible, sleeping apart-
ments separate from those of other
members of the family which even minor
boys are not allowed to enter at stated
hours.

In the expression & i)
i.e. they display not their &5 (beauty),
the word a=»J includes both natural
and artificial beauty. It signifies the

beauty of person, and includes the
beauty of dress and ornaments which
women wear on their hands, feet, ears,
arms, necks, bosoms, etc. The expres-
sion, "except that which is apparent
thereof, " contains all those things which
it is not possible for a woman to cover
such as her voice, gait or stature and
also certain parts of her body which
remain uncovered according to her
social status, her family traditions, her
avocation and the customs of the society.
The permission to keep certain parts of
the body uncovered will be subject to
certain variations. Thus the words, "they
display not their beauty " will have
different connotations with regard to
women belonging to dillerent sections
and grades of society and the connotation
will change with the change in the cutoms
and modes of living and professions of
the people.

The words "and let them not strike
their feet so that what they hide of their
ornaments may become known,” show
that public dancing which is so much
in vogue in certain countries is
definitely not allowed by Islam.

This is the Islamic conception of
"purdah". According to it Muslim women
may go out as often as it is legitimately
necessary for them to do so, but their
primary and principal functions are con-
fined to their homes which are as impor-
tant and serious, if not more, as the
avocations of men are. If women take
to men's avocations they seek to defy
nature and nature does not allow its laws
to be defied with impunity.

If would be noticed that the inci-
dent about Aisha which forms one of the
principal subjects of this Sura sheds a
flood of light on the form of "purdah"
which Islam enjoins its followers to
observe. According to tradition when
Safwan came to the place where Aisha
was lying asleep with her face uncovered,
he recognized her because he had seen
her, as he himsell alterwards said, be-
fore the verse about "purdah" was re-
vealed (Bukhari, Kitab al-Tafsir).
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THE SPIRITUAL AND HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF
23RD MARCH 1889

By Mahmuda Amat-us-Sami Wahab

March 23, 1889 marked the most
important event in the history of the
Ahmadiyya Movement. The importance
and significance of March 23, 1889 can
only be fathomed if we see it in its his-
torical back-ground by peeping into the
early nineteenth century which was a
period of utmost decline for Islam and
its followers. The British Empire had
spread far and wide in many parts of the
world. Its tentacles had reached the East,
bringing the entire Sub-Continent under
British subjugation. The state of the
Muslims was deplorable: they did not
practise the precepts of Islam any longer.
Taking advantage of this prevailing
weakness of the Muslims, East India
Company with the backing of the British
government, decided to propagate Chris-
tianity in the Sub-Continent in 1813.

A priest, Father Henry Martin, was
sent to Agra who translated the Bible into
Urdu. (History of Protestant Missions in
India page 89 written by Reverend M.A.
Shepring London 1875).

In 1835 the renowned clergyman
C.G.P. Fender wrote a book against Islam
known as "Mizan-ul-Haq" in Persian which
was translated into many languages.

The first mission house in the
Punjab was opened at Ludhiana with the
consultation of the then Governor General
Lord William Benting. In 1837 the first
church was constructed. A mission and
St. John's Divinity School for training the
missionaries were established at Lahore
in 1849. Thus missions started operating
through out the Sub-Continent with the
Punjab as their centre. (Punjab and Sind
Missions by Robert Clark London 1885,
pages 161 to 164, 17, 245 and 294).
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In 1860, the British Prime Minis-
ter Lord Pamerston and the Minister for
India Sir Charleswood expressed the view
that every convert to Christianity in the
Sub-Continent would serve the cause of
strengthening and stabilizing the rule of
the British Empire there. So a whole
network of missions was spread all over,
with the result that Muslims belonging
to affluent families started accepting
Christianity. Abdullah Aatham and the
Priest Amaad-ud-Din were amongst those,
who were converted to the Christian faith
and proved to be the worst enemies of
Islam. The Christians had designs and
intentions of engulfing the Holy City of
Makkah also into the Christian faith.
This intention was expressed in one of
the lectures of the renowned American
priest Henry Beroz. (Lecture Beroz 1896-
1897 page 42). During the same period
literature against Islam was published
abundantiy. Samuel Noéis wrote "Aina
Islam", Abdullah Aatham wrote "Al-
Maseehiat Wala Islam", E. M. Wherry wrote
a comprehensive commentary on the Holy
Quran and various other books. G.M.
Rouse and the priest Amaad-ud-Din wrote
numerous books & magazines thus
harming Islam at large.

At the same time the Arya Samaj
rose and started spitting venom against
Islam. Its founder Pandat Dayanund
Sarsoti (1820 to 1883) used abusive
language in the 14th Chapter of his book
"Sathyartha Parakash"

Islam was being attacked from all
sides and the state of the Muslims was
such that they indulged in all kinds of
evils and vices. As a matter of fact this
decline of Islam and its followers was
taking place precisely according to the



prophecies of the Holy Prophet Moham-
mad (peace & blessings of God be upon
him). There are numerous prophecies
about the deterioration of the state of the
Muslims. In one of the prophecies, the
Holy Prophet Mohammad (peace & bless-
ings of God be upon him) said that there
will be a time when Islam will remain in
name only, and the Quran-mere words.
(Mishkat Kitabul Ilm page 38).

It was under these adverse con-
ditions that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
of Qadian who held Allah, His prophet
and the Holy Quran most sacred and
high, launched a campaign against the
onslaught of Christianity. He prayed to
God fervently. The Almighty heard his
prayers and taught him arguments in
defence of Islam. He published four
volumes of his book "Braheen-e-Ah-
madiyya" from 1880 to 1884, which caused
a stir and panic in the religious world.
The arguments were so strong that they
repulsed all Christiain attacks. He sin-
gularly carried on his defence of Islam
until God commanded him to take the
Bai'at (Pledge).

In the beginning of the year 1889
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed of Qadian
(peace be upon him) received the follow-
ing revelation from Allah in connection
with the foundation of the community
and initiating believers into it:

"When thou hast determined, put
thy trust in Allah, and build the Ark
under Our eyes as commanded by Our
revelation. Verily those who swear their
allegiance to thee, indeed swear allegiance
to Allah. The hand of Allah is over their
hands"

After receiving this command of
Allah the Promised Messiah Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmed of Qadian published a
hand bill, dated March 4, 1889 for those
who wanted to be initiated as disciples.
He wrote:

"This humble servant shall stay in
Mohalla Jadid, Ludhiana, {from today, the
4th of March, 1889 to 25th of March.
Those who wish to come should be in

Ludhiana after the 20th instant. I have
been ordained to announce that those
who are seekers of truth should swear
allegiance to me, so that they may be able
to find a way to true faith, true purity
and love of Allah and give up impure, idle
and traitorous ways of life. Hence those
who feel that they can bear the burden
of this responsibility, should hasten
to answer my call so that I can lighten
their burden. God will bless them through
my prayers and spiritual attention,
provided they are sincerely willing to
abide by the ten conditions of Bai'at
(Pledge). This is divine command that I
have conveyed today.”

On 23rd March, 1889, Hazrat Al-
Haj Maulvi Hakim Noor-ud-Din was the
first to swear his allegiance at the hand
of the 'Imam' of our age. On that blessed
day a group of 40 pious and righteous
persons joined the Ahmadiyya Jama'at.

Thus our Centenary celebrtions
today are not worldly but spiritual in
nature, because for a hundred years
God gave us the opportunity for working
sincerely with perseverance in bringing
about an international spiritual revolu-
tion. Thousands of people have been
successful in having an intimate knowl-
edge of God by treading the path of
virtue and piety after swearing allegi-
ance to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed,
who claimed to be the Promised Reformer
whose advent was awaited under differ-
ent titles (Promised Messiah, Al-Mahdi)
by the adherents of various religious
faiths. He declared his advent in com-
plete subordination to the Holy Prophet
Mohammad (peace & blessings of God
be upon him) and in accordance with
the prophecies of the Holy Quran and
Holy Scriptures of other faiths, which
would finally usher Islam as the one
universal religion through persuasion,
love and logic.

The Ahmadiyya movement now
organised in more than 125 countries
of the world, is not only fulfilling the
spiritual needs of the people (through

(continued to page 17)
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THE SALIENT FEATURES OF
AHMADIYYA THANKSGIVING

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

By Farhana Pasha

The object of Ahmadiyya thanks
giving celebrations was to extol the name
of Allah and sing His praises for his
innumerable bounties.

Our celebrations began by extend-
ing the message of Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih IV to the entire world. In this
message he presented Deen-Haque's
central features as religion of peace which
does away with all discrimination
between man and man, believes in
complete freedom of conscience and no
compulsion in matters of faith.

Islam liberates man from the the
bondage of sin and strengthens his ties
with his Creator. Islam seeks to establish
a New World Order guaranteeing
salvation from all maladies and ailments
of suffering humanity. Though
Ahmadiyyat has not yet emerged as a
potent force to bring about a global moral
and spiritual revolution yet God has
graciously chosen us as His instruments
to bring about this glorious revolution.

The members of Jama'at all the world
over offered special prayers. Most of us
performed Namaz-e-Tahajjud, offered
gilts and meals to the poor and needy,
distributed sweets, arranged community
dinners, illuminated our houses and
mosques, sacrificed animals and invoked
the blessings of Almighty, paid special
visits to friends and relatives and
exchanged gifts and greetings.

The Jama'at under the loving leader
ship of its Imam completed the transla-
tion of the Holy Quran in fifty leading
and important languages of the world,
published the writings of the Promised
Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
Qadianiin beautiful editions, built several
mosques established more than 300
missions in 120 countries.

The Jama'at held its annual
Convention in London to celebrate the
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Thanksgiving Centenary in which more
than sixty countries of the world
participated.

As aresultl of the big leap generated
by the centenary programs the total
number of languages in which the Holy
Quran would be translated and published
would reach a figure of 117, selections
of the Sayings of the Holy Prophet
Mohammed (peace be upon him) will be
published in 46 languages. So far 1245
mosques have been consiructed in
different countries of the world. Another
481 mosques are under construction as
part of our centenary programe.
Literature produced by the companions
of the Promised Messiah and leading
luminaries of the Jama'at is being
extensively published.

In celebrating the centenary we were
reminded of the innumerable bounties
of Almighty Allah. The Jama'at was
subjected to extreme persecution. They
were deprived of religious freedom and
fundamental human rights. Even laws
were enacted in some countries to render
us liable to severe punishment and
prosecution for the mere act of professing
and practising our faith. But the help
and succour of Allah was with us and
all the scheming and evil designs of the
enemies were frustrated.

The sappling of Ahmadiyyat has now
grown to be a blooming tree with its roots
deep in the soil and branches overflow-
ing with delicious fruits, out streching
to the skies and providing shade to the
weary.

The Jama'at is marching forward
with faith in its hearts, unity in its
ranks, and discipline as its motto. Its
clarion call to humanity to surrender to
the will of Allah and be at complete peace
with him.The centenary has high-
lighted our earnest and sincere slogan
"Love for All Hatred for None."



LAJNA FROM HEARTH
TO HAVEN

By Talat Mansoor

Before 1 come to the ojectives and
achievements of the Lajna during its short
history, I would dwell upon the depres-
sive and dismal picture of the status of
women in those days in the Sub-Conti-
nent irrespective of religious or regional
consideration. The influences of the at-
mosphere all around played a negative
role to restrict any radical reformation.
Traditionally they remained dubbed as a
down cast other half of the human race.
Male domination with an index of supe-
riority had given rise to a hardened stigma
against all logics of human values. To
extricate them from the state of affairs
and exhilarate to the expectations of a
reformed religious society - ' Ahmadiyyat’
asked for an institutionalised organisa-
tion. So, as an answer to the challenge,
there appeared 'Lajna Imaillah' under the
guidance and blessings of its founder,
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 1I, Mirza Bashi-
ruddin Mahmud Ahmed . Thus, the
Lajna marched ahead culturing, educat-
ing and excelling through a systematic
process. Having imbibed collectively the
spiritual and moral values and having in-
culcated a spirit for sacrifice, they proved
their worth by subscribing to many
schemes announced by the Heads of
the Jama'at from period to period, of
which the most significant being the
construction of mosques in various
countries during the decades gone by. To
limit the subject to a permissible length,
I venture to give an account of this very
item in some detail.

In 1916 Ahmadi women made their
first financial sacrifice by generously con-
tributing cash and jewellery for the
construction of the London Mission.

In 1920 the Ahmadi ladies partici-
pated financially in the construction of

the London mosque which was proposed
to be built with the contributions of the
entire Jama'at at a cost of Rs.30,000.

And in 1923 our ladies played an
important role in raising funds for the
Berlin mosque. The estimated cost was
Rs. 50,000 but in response to the call
of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II, ever obe-
dient Ahmadi women ended up by
contributing Rs. 72,761, much more than
the asked amount. However due Lo
unavoidable circumstances the Berlin
mosque could not be built, so the money
was spent in building Bait-ul-Fazal
London. Its foundation stone was laid on
October 10, 1924 by Hazrat Musleh
Mauood Khalifatul Masih II and the
inauguration ceremony was performed
on 13th Oct. 1926 by Khan Bahadur Sir
Abdul Qadir, representative of the League
of Nations. The Lajna Imaillah also
contributed a sum of Rs. 10,000 for the
repairs of its dome. By the grace of God
the Ahmadi women contributed a total
sum of Rs.83,000, raised entirely from
the Sub-Continent.

In 1950 the Ahmadi ladies of Pak-
istan contributed Rs.143,664 for the
construction of Bait-ul-Mubarak in the
Hague, Holland. Hazrat Sir Mohammad
Zafarullah Khan laid the foundation
stone on May 20, 1955. He also had the
opportunity to 1naugufate the mosque on
December 9, 1955.

On the fiftieth anniversary of suc-
cessful Khilafat of beloved Hazrat Musleh
Maud, the International President of the
Lajna Imaillah suggested that the members
should build a mosque at Copenhagen
in Denmark in order to commemorate the
auspicious occaison. The proposal was
kindly approved by Hazrat Musleh Mauood
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at the Annual Jalsa in Rabwah Pakistan
in December 1964. As soon asthe approval
was given a large number of Ahmadi ladies
donated their jewellery and a sum of Rs.
8,000 was collected at the spot. The total
contribution for the Copenhagen Nusrat
Jehan mosque was Rs. 606,000. Sahib-
zada Mirza Mubarak Ahmed laid the foun-
dation stone of this mosque on the 6th
of May 1966 and Hazrat Khalifatul Masih
IIT performed the opening ceremony on
21st July 1967.

Almighty Allah bestowed the Ahmadi
ladies again with a chance to offer finan-
cial sacrifices by contributing for the
mosques built at Hamburg and Frank-
furt.

Hazrat Syeda Nawab Amtul Hafeez
Begum, daughter of the Promised Mes-
siah, was bestowed with the honour of
laying the foundation stone of the mosque
at Zurich, Switzerland in 1962.

Al Hajia Fatima Ali and Al Hajia
Ilarga built two mosques in Ijebu Ode,
Lagos, Nigeria. Al Hajia Fatima Ali con-
structed a mosque on the main road in
Lagos and later on she donated it to the
Ahmadiyya mission Nigeria. Hazrat Khal-
iftul Masih III inaugurated this mosque
on 12th April 1970 during his historic
tour of West African countries.

In spite of strong opposition from
her sons, Mrs. Mohina Shah a Hindu
convert, donated a large piece of land to
the Jama'at for the Sarwanga mosque in
the Island of Lambasa.

Ahmadi ladies donated carpets
and books worth 157 dollars for the
Mahmood mosque at Maro. Madam
Billies Okenlade built a mosque as a
token of gratitude to the Almighty for
saving her son from a disaster during a
sea voyage. She built the mosque with
her hard earned money and donated it
to the Jama'at.

Al Hajia Skhefia Tu Bakare of Okela
Quarters Ikara built a beautiful large
mosque near her home costing £1504.
Then she presented the mosque to the
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Ahmadiyya mission.

A widow from Karachi, Khizer
Sultana, gave away her entire jewellery
for building a mosque at Rabwah n
Pakistan. The mosque Khizer Sultana was
built near the Railway Station and a
house was also built adjoining the
mosque so that the rent received from
the house should be used for the main-
tenance of the mosque.

The dedicated services and sacri-
fices which the members of the Lajna
Imaillah have rendered in the way of
Almighty Allah and the cause of Ah-
madiyyat are most commendable. It is
quite obvious that in the last hundred
years Ahmadi ladies have responded to
every call for sacrifice with dauntless
courage. As we celebrate the 100 years
of Ahmadiyyat we congratulate the
members of the Lajna Imaillah for enter-
ing the second century holding the torch
of numerous sacrifices in every respect
in the way of the one and only God. In
the second century every step entails
heavier responsibilities, harder work and
greater sacrifices. We do hope that our
younger generation will be brave enough
to shoulder these responsibilities with
much more vigour, enthusiasm and
courage, taking guidance from the laud-
able heritage of their older members.

(continued from page 8

companion in life and that too 1400
years ago, at a time when daughters
were buried alive as soon as they were
born. As a mother, paradise is promised
to be under her feet. While in European
society parents don't have even the right
to live with their children. All this was
not in theory but was carried out in
practice by the Holy Prophet himself and
by his companions. It was a pattern of
life which could be truely called
PARADISE ON EARTH.
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TRANSLATIONS OF THE HOLY QURAN

EXTRACTS OF THE HOLY QURAN

Selected verses from the Holy Quran have been translated
in 115 languages. Below is the list of these languages

. Afrikaan (S. Africa)
. Armanian (Russia)
. Ashanti (Ghana)

Asami (India)
Albanian
Bangali

. Bali (Indonesia)

. Bate (Ivory Coast)

. Baluchi (Pak)

. Bulgarian

. Butki (Indonesia)

. Bassa (Liberia)

. Bhutani (India)

. Baoule (Ivory Coast)
. Burmese

. Chichiwa (Mauritius)
. Chiyowa (Zambia)

. Chiluba (Zaire)

. Czech.

. Croatian-Serbo

(Yougoslavia)

. Chinese

. Creole (Mauritius)
. Doghri (India)

. Dusun (Malaysia)
. Dutch

. Dagbani (Ghana)
. English

. Espranto

. Embharic (Ethopia)
. Egbo (Nigeria)

. Ewe (Ghana)

. Estonian (USSR)
. French

. Fulani (Gambia)

. Fijian

. Fanti

. Ga (Ghana)

. Georgian (USSR)
. German

. Greek

. Gujrati (India)

. Gurumukhi (India)
. Hebrew (Israel)

. Hindi (India)

. Housa (Nigeria)

. Hungarian

. Indonesian

. Irish (Ireland)

. Italian

. Japanese

. Javanese (Indonesia)
. Jula (Ivory Coast)
. Kiribas (fiji)

. Kashmiri (India)

. Katlan (Spain)

. Kurdi (Iran)

. Kpelle (Libia)

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
6.
68.
69.
70.
Tl
72.
73.
4.
75.
76.
T
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

93.

94.
95.
96.
917.
98.

99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.

Kanada (India)
Kikongo (Zaire)
Korean

Kikuyu (Kenya)
Kikamba (Kenya)
Kinyaja (Zambia)
Lingala (Zaire)
Loganda (Uganda)
Lithonian (USSR)
Latavian (USSR)
Mangolian (China)
Malai

Malyalum (India)
Marathi (India)
Madingo (Gambia)
Maori

Manda (Sieraleone)
Nepali

Norvegian

Orriya

Oromo (Kenya)
OyGhur
Portugese

Persian

Polish

Punjabi

Pushto

Qazaq

Rumanian
Russian

Swabhili

Spanish

Swedish

Sindhi

Saraeki

Samoan (Fiji)
Sinhala (Sri Lanka)
Suranan (Suriname)
Tamil (India)
Timni (Seiraleone)
Thai (Thailand)
Tagalog (Malaysia)
Tongan (Fiji)
Tuvalu

Turkish

Talegu (India)
Urdu (Pak)
Ukranian (USSR)
Vai (Liberia)
Veitnamese

Wolof (Gambia)
Wali (Ghana)
Welsh (Wales)
Xcoza (South Africa)
Yoruba (Nigeria)
Yao (Tanzania)
Yiddish (Israel)

HOLY QURAN TRANSLATIONS

The list of languages in which the whole of the
Holy Quran has been completely translated.

1. Asami 28. Karomo
2. Albanian 29. Kurdi

3. Bangla 30. Logunda
4. Bulgarian 31. Malayee
5. Burmese 32. Malyalum
6. Czech. 33. Manday
7. Chinese 34. Marathi
8. Dutch 35. Norvegian
9. Danish 36. Orria

10. English 37. Qoee Ghur
11. Espranto 38. Portugese
12. French 39. Persian
13. Figian 40. Polish
14. Fanti 41. Punjabi
15. German 42. Pushto
16. Greek 43. Russian
17. Gujrati 44. Swahili
18. Gurumukhi 45. Spanish
19. Hindi 46. Swedish
20. Housa 47. Sindhi
21. Hungarian 48. Saraeki
22. Indonesian 49. Tuvalu
23. Italian 50. Turkish
24. Japanese 51. Talegu
25. Korean 52. Urdu

26. Kikuyu 53. Veitnamese
27. Kuntri 54. Yoruba

(continued from page 13

building of mosques and translation of
the Holy Quran and other literature in
various languages) but is also dedicated
to providing services in the fields of
education and health, despite severe
persecution and trials. The Ahmadiyya
movement holds great spiritual and
historical significance in the 125
countries of the world where it has
created a bond of universal love and
fellowship by demolishing barriers of
colour,race and nationality, and seeks
to unite all human beings with the
Creator and to establish peace and order
throughout the world.
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