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Once, the chief of the Sakas ( Salivahana himsell, their conqueror?) went to
a height of the Himalayas. There, in the land of the Huns (i.e. the Kushans) he,
the powerful king, saw an auspicious man, fair in colour and, clad in white
garments, “

‘Who are you?’ he asked.

The other replied: ‘Know me to be the son of Geod, born from a virgin's
womb, preacher of the religion of the infidels (Mlcecha), steadfast in following the
truth.’

On hearing this, the King asked: ‘What arc your religious principles?’

The other replied: ‘Great King, when Truth had come to an end all morals
had been lost among the infidels, I, the MASIHA arose. The goddess of the
savages (DASYU), namely IHAMASI (the Goddess Masi) manilested herself in
terrifying guise ; and I, having reached her in the infidel fashion, attzined the status
of MASIHA. O King, listen to that religion (of hers) which T Imposcd upon the
infidel: ““Having cleansed the kind and purificd the impurc body, and had rccourse
to the prayer of the NAIGAMA (Holy Book), man must worship the pure Eternal.
By justice, truth, wunity of mind and meditation, man must worship Isa (God) in
the sun’s Heaven (SURYAMANDALA, which could also mean *the sun’s disk™),
That Lord, himselfl as immovable (from his course) as the Sun, always at last
attracts the essence of all erring creatures, “with this (message) O King, Masiha
(Ihamasi? ) vanished; and the blissful image of Isa, the bliss-giving, being ever in
my heart, my namec has been established as ¢‘Isa-Masiha’’,

Having heard these words, the King removed that infidel priest and established
him in the pitiless land of the Infidels.

The nucleus of the story is the legend that the ‘infidel Priest’ called himself
‘[sa-masih’-cleacly ‘Jesu the Messiah’ on which an attempt at a Sanscrit etymology
has been embroidered but the Goddess Masi is a fiction, unknown elsewbere. The
word NAIGAMA cannot be taken as referring to Hindu Scriptures and perhaps
means ‘the Bible’. King Salivahana is traditionally credited with having i1naugurated
the present Hindu era, which begins in A.D. 78, but here he is said to have
defeated the Romans and the Chinese successes which might be claimed for a Kushan
ruler, but not for any King of India proper.

If St. Thomas, whose tomb is shown at Mylapore (Madras), also in Malabar
and (perhaps) in Ceylon, made peregrinations to these regioms, his Teacher may
well have travelled to; but to accept AD. 78 as Salivahana’s date would make
Jesus over eighty years old at the supposed meeting.

JESUS IN ROME
By Robert Graves and Joshua Podro
Published by Cassell & Company Ltd. London.
Chapter The Tomb of Jesus.
Pages 76, 77, 78, dand 79.
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