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INDEPENDBENT MAURITIUS

Muslims

There are about 111,000 Muslims (Sunni Hanafi 20,000
Shaafi 1,200 : Ahmadi 1,000 ; Shia 300 and about 88,500 who
do not follow any specific school of thought). The first
Muslim craftsmen arrived in Mauritius in about 1740. Al-
thuogh their culture, language and traditions were influenced
by French, they have preserved their religious conceptions.
The first mosque of the island was built by the Muslims in
1805.

Other Muslims came after the occupation of the island
by the British. The immigration of the Indian labour. brought
a good number of Muslims also. Today, they are spread
out in a number of occupations.

(Pakistan Times, Lahore dated March 12, 1968)
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