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Pakistan Bahais seek minarity status
(From Qur Staff Correspondent)

Murree, July 12: The Bahais of Pakistun have desired to be declared a
minority in Pakistan, In a letter address=d to the Minister of Law, Mr. H, 3,
Suhrawardy, through the Chairman of the Constituent Assewbly, Mr. A. G,
Joshi, Chief of the Public Relations Committee of the Bahais of Pakistan,
said now that the draft of the coustitution hat]l  reached the final stage,
the Bahais of lakistan ‘‘seek the honour and privilege of being included
among the non-Muslim wminorides of the land.”

There are at present 2,000 registered Bahais in Pakisian, Mr. Joshi later
told “The Pakistan Times™.

Mr. Joshi has reminded the Law Minister of Quaid-i-Azam’s promises
that the “constitution of Pakistan will not only protect the rights of the
non-Muslim minorities as justly as, but even mure generously than, any other
country in the world.’”> A resolution passed as late as August 15, 1947, the
Bahais of India and Burma had said that the Bahais c¢ommuuity could not
be identificd with any particular religious community and, therefore,  were
the smallest minoritv commnuuity in India and Pakistan.
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