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mentioned in the Holy Quran:

"Allah has promised to those among you who

believe and do good works" (24:56)

These are the two prerequisites: To believe and
to do good works. Believing alone is not enough
and doing good works without believing is
useless. "Good works" here is explained in the
context of the verses preceding and following
this verse known as Ayatul Istikhlaf or the verse
containing the promise of appointing
Successors.

What Is Meant By Good Works?

Our meeting today started with recitation from
the Holy Quran. Seven verses from Chapter
Al-Noor (Chapter 24) were recited. You may
have noticed that the word "obey" has been
mentioned in these seven verses SEVEN times.
Why? Because Ayatul Istikhlaf, the verse
containing the promise of appointing
Successors, is mentioned among these seven
verses. Allah wanted to stress and explain that
obedience to Allah, His Messenger and to His
appointed Khalifa, is the ‘good works' required

for the promise to be fulfilled.

Open your Holy Qurans and read the verses
from 52 till 58 of chapter 24 and count how
many times the word “obey' was mentioned.
Without obedience there will be no "good works'
and if there are no "good works' then the
promise will not be fulfilled.

To believe and to do good works through

obedience to Allah, His Messenger and his
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Khalifa, are the TWO prerequisites for this
blessing to be manifested. If one prerequisite
fails to materialize, the blessing will be taken
away. We have seen how in the past, in the
early Islamic era, when the Muslims became
disobedient to the Khalifa, they were deprived
completely of the blessings of Khilafat. They
were believers. They believed in Allah. They
believed in the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.). But they
failed to do good works. They failed to obey the
Khalifa and the result was that Allah's blessing
of appointing a Khalifa was taken away and

thus Khilafat ar-Rashida came to an end.

Appointing a Khalifa by Allah is a very special
blessing which is granted only for those who
believe and do good works. If people fail to
demonstrate that, then Allah will not be the One
Who appoints the Khalifa. Allah will not manifest
himself through His Rahim attribute. The Rahim
attribute is for the believers, and this particular
blessing of appointing the Khalifa is for the
believers who do good works.

( To be comtinued............. )

"Is he then whose bosom Allah has
opened for the acceptance of Islam, so
that he possesses a light from his lord,
like him who is groping in the darknessof
disbelief? woe, then, to those whose
hearts are hardened against the

remembrance of Allah! They are in

manifest error.” (Holly Quran 39:23)
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actions. Man in such a case becomes an
instrument though which God manifests His
Will. Thus the Actual Doer is God. Man serves
merely as an instrument. That is the case in the
process of electing the Khalifa. Man serves only
as an instrument and it is Allah Who makes the

choice and appoints the Khalifa.

"Rahman" And "Rahim"

A question may arise here: If Allah is the One
Who appoints the Khalifa, why then He does
not appoint him directly as He appoints the
prophets? Nobody elects a prophet and God
does not use man as an instrument in
appointing the prophets so why He does not do
the same in appointing the Khalifa? In order to
understand the answer to this question we have
to understand how Allah manifests Himself
through His two attributes: "Ar-Rahman" (The
Gracious) and "Ar-Rahim" (The Merciful).

Ar-Rahman is the attribute through which God
manifests His blessings for man irrespective of
his actions. In other words, if man is a believer
or disbeliever, whether he worships God or
denys His existence, whether he is worthy or
unworthy of that blessing, God will provide for
him through His Rahman attribute. Take, for
example, the air which Allah provides equally
for the righteous and the wicked, for the
believer and the non-believer alike. Man did not
create the air and did not do any good work to
deserve this blessing, but Allah provided it even
before man existed. Thus such a blessing is

-
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provided through the Rahman attribute.

Rahim attribute is not as general. It is not for
everyone. It is confined only to the believers.
The Holy Quran says:

"He again turned to them (the believers) with
mercy. Surely, He is to them Compassionate,
Merciful." (9:117)

If one is not a believer, then Allah does not
manifest Himself to him through the Rahim
attribute, he has to become a believer first.
There are many divine attributes emanating
from the Rahim attribute and all require certain
actions from man. If man does not do the
actions required, he becomes unworthy to
benefit from these attributes.

Appointing a Prophet is done through the
Rahman attribute. The question is: When does
Allah appoint a Prophet? He appoints a Prophet
when evil and wickedness spread in the earth.
When all have gone astray and true guidance
has disappeared. Thus no one deserves to
receive any blessings from Allah. But out of His
Grace, i.e., His Rahman attribute, Allah
appoints a Prophet. He appoints a Prophet
directly.

But after the Prophet has completed his mission
and gathered the believers to the right
path,then Allah manifests Himself through His
Rahim attribute and appoints the Khalifa. For
whom? For the believers who believe and do
good works. These are the two conditions
required by God to appoint the Khalifa. It is
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you cannot grow mangoes in Canada during
winter time. When man, through his actions,
follows a system created by God to achieve a

certain result, that result is the work of Allah.

So you have to follow the system of Allah in
electing the Khalifa, and when the result is
achieved,by choosing a Khalifa, that result is

the action of God.

A Second Argument
The Holy Quran says:

"Fight them, Allah will punish them at your
hands." (9:14)

This verse was addressed to the early Muslims
who were fighting the aggression of the
idolators of Mecca. The aggression and the
atrocities committed by the idolators against the
Muslims incurred Allah's anger and made them
deserving of His punishment. It has always
been the case with the opponents of the
prophets that divine punishment befell them
when they exceeded in their aggression against
the believers.

The people of Noah, Moses, 'Ad, Saleh, etc.,
were visited with divine punishment. In the case
of the Holy Prophetsaw's opponents also, they
exceeded all limits in their aggression and
divine punishment became imminent. In the
above verse, Allah consoles the believers,
informing them that the divine punishment is
about to descend on their opponents, but
instead of visiting them with punishment directly

as it happened with other people, here, God's
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punishment is going to be applied at the hands
of the believers. So, the act is the act of God,
but this act of God will be manifested at the
hands of the believers. This demonstrates the
fact that certain actions done by man in
obedience to Allah, following His
commandments and in harmony with His Will

are in fact the actions of God Himself.

The Third Argument

This concept finds further support in the Holy

Quran in the following verse:

"You killed them not, but it was Allah Who killed
them. And thou threwest not when thou didst
throw, but it was Allah Who threw."

Here again the early believers were addressed
in this verse asserting that the killing which took
place during their fighting with the aggressor
Meccans was attributed to God Himself. It is a
well known fact that killing of the Meccans was
done by the Muslims, but God says it was He
Who killed these Meccans. In other words,
because the action taken by Muslims was in
obedience to God and following His
commandments, then God attributed it to
Himself.

Many More Arguments

There are so many verses in the Holy Quran
supporting this concept. With further study of
the Holy Quran it becomes clear that when man
does certain actions in obedience to God,
following His commandments and seeking His
pleasure, then these actions become God's
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time. But | would be glad to come to you. Invite
me to your Halqga. Invite me to your home if you
feel that the subject is sensitive and you are shy
to ask questions in public. Invite me to your
home, | will be satisfied with one cup of tea. If
there are some biscuits beside the tea, that will
be all right! | will not insist, like the Mulllahs,on
having a lot of halwas (sweets). But, if halwas

are there, that is all right too!

But please, as | said, take what | say in a critical
manner. Criticize it! | like you to criticize it,
because when you criticize something you think
deeply about it, and when you think you can
find the truth. | firmly believe that what | am
presenting to you is the truth. When one has
the truth, he is confident and has nothing to
fear. | would like you also to be convinced of
the truth; and | am sure that you will be

convinced, Insha' Allah (God willing).

Two Approaches

The question we have to deal with is: How can
a Khalifa, who is elected by people, be
considered to be appointed by God? There are
two ways to approach this question. The first is
to show that there are some actions done by
man but God considers these actions as His
own, and there are actions done by God but are
manifested only at at man's hands. The second
approach is to prove that in the process of
choosing a Khalifa, it is God Himself Who
makes the choice and man is merely casting his
vote to manifest God's Will. We will deal with

-
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these two approaches in detail.
Arguments From The Holy Quran

Presuming the first approach, we have to seek
guidance from the Holy Quran. There in
Chapter 56 Allah says:

"Do you see what you sow? Is it you who grow
it or are We the Grower?" (56:64-65)

When farmers speak among themselves, they
usually speak about the crop they grow. One
may say that | am going to grow this or that
crop, or the crop which | grew was good this
year, and so on. Thus the farmer tills his earth,
plants the seeds and grows the crop. But Allah
says it is not you who grow. It is We Who are
the Grower. In other words, the action which
was performed by the farmer is attributed to
Allah. Why? The farmer had to follow the
system which Allah created for that crop to
grow. If the farmer does not follow that system,
the crop will not grow. So, the real Grower is
Allah. It is He Who created the system and
when man follows the system of Allah, in
choosing the right soil, in planting the right
seeds, in farming at the right time for a
particular crop, that crop will grow.

You cannot grow mangoes in Canada during
winter time. It is impossible. Unless you build a
place where you can have the same
environment, the same temperature, the same
kind of soil as that located in the Middle East or
in India and Pakistan or in the areas where

mangoes usually grow. Unless you do all that
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the election process? Lastly, if we agree that
the Khalifa is appointed by God, then what
kinds of mistakes is he susceptible to make? Is
he also Ma'soom (protected by Allah like the
Prophets)? Is he susceptible to make mistakes
related to the Sharia'a (the divine law of
jurisprudence) as well as make mistakes
related to the welfare and progress of the

Jamaat?

Ignoring A Problem Does Not Solve It

All these are genuine questions and | am sure
that they are in our minds. We have to bring
them out and find answers to them. Some of
you who are shy to ask their parents: "Father,
what kind of proof you have that the Khalifa is
really appointed by God?" They may feel shy,
and may not ask the question, but the question
will not disappear from their mind. It may be
suppressed or set aside or pushed to the back
of your mind but it will always remain there,
particularly when you study the subject of
democracy at school and university or when
you discuss with your Canadian friends the
election system in Islam vis a vis that in the
West.

Thus ignoring these these important questions
does not solve any problem. Ignoring these
important questions may put our young people,
who are living in western democracy, in real
danger. Besides, it does not behoove an
Ahmadi to be unaware of the answers to these
important questions.
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Yes, these are not easy questions. The answer
is not an easy answer. One has to think about it
and seek guidance from Allah and the Holy
Quran. Many people have failed to understand
the answer to these questions. Many people,
even among the followers of the Promised
Messiah (A.S. - peace be on him) have failed to
understand these concepts and accordingly
they have strayed away from the Jamaat. Many
people, even from among those who accepted
Islam in the time of the Sahabas (the
Companions of the Holy Prophet, S.A.W. -
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
have failed to realize that the Khalifa is
appointed by God. Out of their ignorance, they
rose against the third Khalifa, Hazrat Uthman
(R.A. - may Allah be pleased with him), and as
we know, the third and fourth Khalifas were
killed by Muslims. Consequently, they were
deprived of the blessings of Khilafat. Had they
readily understood this concept, those crimes
against Khilafat would never have been

committed.

Criticize And Think!

So it is an important subject. It is indeed a very
important subject. Please bear with me in this
hour. Lend me your completely attentive ears,
and do not take what | say for granted. Listen to
it with a critical mind. Criticize what | say. If you
have questions at the end of my speech, |
would be very glad to answer your questions,
not necessarily today, because of shortage of
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The Khalifa
is appointed by God

(Mostafa Sabet)
(Part 1)
(This speech was delivered on Khilafat Day,
held in Toronto on May 3, 1992 and edited for
the Ahmadiyya Gazette by Mostafa Sabet.)

The subject of Khilafat in Islam is an important
and a vast subject. Today, | will deal with two
aspects of it. Firstly, that the Khalifa is
appointed by God. Secondly, | will explain what
kinds of mistakes the Khalifa is susceptible to

make.

| have touched upon this topic last year on
Khilafat Day, but the time allowed was too short
to deal properly with the subject. This year, the
organizers were so kind to allow me to address
the same issue and | am indeed grateful to
them as they have allowed me one hour to
enable me to deal properly with this important

subject.

Importance of the Subject

The subject is very important and it is essential
for us all to understand it. It is also important for
our young people, boys and girls, particularly
those who were born and raised in this country,
Canada. It is important for the new comer
Ahmadis who come to experience real
democracy, perhaps for the first time in their
life. it is important for those among us who may

-
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feel shy to ask questions and bluntly say: "How
can a person, who was selected or elected by
people, be in the same time appointed by
God?"

In short, the subject is very important to us as
Ahmadis because Khilafat has been
re-established in Ahmadiyya Jamaat and our
bai'at (pledge of allegiance) is sworn at the
hands of the Khalifa. Thus it is of great
importance for us to understand the status of
the Khalifa and Who really appointed him.

Questions Need To Be Answered

There may be so many questions in our minds
concerning this subject and more questions
may come to mind while dealing with the
subject. The important question is: Is it possible
that a person, who is elected by people, can
also be appointed by God? Can we say that Mr.
Bush, Mr. Mulroney and other leaders of the
world, who were elected by people, are also
appointed by God? If we claim that only the
Khalifa, who is elected by people, is appointed
by God, then what evidence do we have to
prove that others who were elected by people,
are not appointed by God? Also, if we agree
that a Khalifa is appointed by God, then why
God does not appoint him without election?

Why people should elect him in the first place?

God is the One Who appoints a Prophet; a
Prophet is not elected but is chosen and
appointed by God; so why does He not appoint
also the Khalifa without people participating in
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