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The Ayyam al Arab were

intertribal hostilities generally
arising from disputes over
cattle, pasture lands or

springs, they afforded ample
opportunity for plundering and
raiding, for the manifestation of
single-handed deeds of
heroism by the champions of
the contending tribes and for
the exchange of vitriolic satires
on the part of the poets. The
Spokesmen of the warring
parties, though always ready
for a fight the Bedouin was not
necessarily eager to be killed.
His encounters therefore, were
not as sanguinary as there
accounts would lead one to
believe. Nevertheless these
Ayyam provided a safety valve
for a possible over population
in  Bedouin land, whose
inhabitants were normally in a
condition of semi-starvation
and to whom the fighting mood
was a chronic state of mind.
Through them vendetta
became one of the strongest
religio-social  institutions in
Bedouin life.

(History of The Arabs by Philip
K.Hitti 4th edition Macmillan
and Co Publisher and Printers
Ltd London 1949 Page 88-89)
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