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community. However, the government’s response to events in Jhelum
last week could well determine whether this country is indeed making 7 s . . . : 2
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a break from a past replete with condemnable instances of violence
in the name of faith. The incident in question began to unfold on
Friday evening when workers at an Ahmadi-owned factory in the
city alleged that pages from the Quran were being desecrated on its
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premises. Announcements made from area mosques further inflamed
passions, and a mob — including people from surrounding villages —
stormed the factory, setting it on fire. The next day, an Ahmadi place
of worship in nearby Kala Gojran was ransacked by crowds who, after
throwing its contents out in the street and torching them, proceeded
to occupy the building in the name of converting it into a mosque.
That no one lost their life in the violence is extremely fortunate,
and probably due in large measure to attempts by the administration
to get people out of harm’s way as well as the fact that the army
moved quickly to quell the rioting in this garrison town. Meanwhile,
cases have been filed against around 80 alleged attackers under the
Anti Terrorism Act. However, what happens next is crucial. In post-
National Action Plan Pakistan, with its avowals of dismantling the
infrastructure of religious extremism that is the recruiting ground
for ideologically inspired militancy against which the country is at
war, Jhelum is no less than a test case. It is a test case because it
pushes the boundaries of what many Pakistanis consider religious
intolerance: the target is a community against which religious
discrimination in this country is not just socially entrenched, but also
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deeply institutionalised — and even celebrated as a virtue in certain
quarters. Are there going to be exceptions to action against all forms
of religious persecution? Is not an attack on a place of worship —
any place of worship — an attack on the fundamental rights of that
community to freedom of religion?

It also bears asking why mosques in Jhelum chose to incite violence
at this juncture when the state has been clamping down on hate
speech — one of NAP’s 20 points — which has a proven record of
instigating murder particularly when delivered from the pulpit.
Cases have been filed against a number of clerics on this charge;
some have even been sentenced to prison for several years. In the
present instance as well, the full force of the law must be brought to
bear against the individuals concerned. A majority community must
use its strength not to oppress minorities — for that is only evidence
of its own moral frailty — but to guarantee their inalienable right to
live with dignity as equal citizens.
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Zaid Auto Repair
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Love For All, Hatred For None

EARTH MOVERS

AT. TISALPUR. P.O RAHANJA
DIST. BHADRAK, PIN-756111
STD: 06784, Ph: 230088

1 TIN : 21471503143

: (EARTH MOVING CONTRACTOR)
Volvo-290, 210, L& T Komatsu PC-300, 200

Tata Hitachi, Ex 70, JCB, Dozer, etc on hire basis

Kusambi, Sungra, Salipur, Cuttack-754221
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E-mail:

SrGeorl d.igé %8

RAICHURI CONSTRUCTION

SPECIALIST IN BUILDING CONTRACTS
SINCE 1985

Office:
Plot No. 6 Durga Sadan Tarun Bharat Co.
Opp. HSG. SOC. Near Cigarette Factory
Chakala Andheri (East) Mumbai-400069
Tel 28258310, Mob. 9987652552
raichuri.construction@gmail.com
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Intact Constructions

Mohammad. Janealam Shaikh G2
52 First Floor, Room 7, Zakria Masjid Street
Bhishti Mohalla, Mumbai-09
e-mail: intactconstructions@gmail.com
Mob. +91- 7738340717, 9819780273
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and Student Visas.

Al
Services
free of Cost

Prosper Overseas

is the India’s Leading
Overseas Education Company.

About Us

Prosper Overseas i5 a One STOP SOLUTION to all

International Study Meeds. Representing over
500 Universities [ Colleges in 9 countries since

last 10 years

Achievements
® NAFSA Member Association , USA.

® Ceartified Agent of the British High Commission
& Trusted Partner of lreland High Commission

& Mearly 100 % success Rate in Student Admissions

im various institutions abroad, Training Classes,
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Study Abroad

10 Offices Across India

Corporate Office
Prosper Education Pvt Ltd.
1-7-27/6, Behind Green Park Hotel, Green Lands.
Ameerpet, Hyderabad - 500 16, Andhra Pradesh,
Fhone : +31 40 491088835,

S dls Sd sy
CMD: Naved Saigal

Website:www.prosperoverseas.com

E-mail: info@prosperoverseas.com
National helpline: 9885560884
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J.K. Jewellers - Kashmir Jewellers
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Mfrs & Suppliers of : Gold and Silver Diamond Jewellery
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