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DON'T DEEM OTHERS

AS 'KAFIR’

By Sobhi Mujahid

CAIRO
NO Muslim has the right to
accuse another of being Kafir
(disbeliever), Lased on differ-
ence of Madhhab (religious
school or sect), as long as funda-
mentals and pillars of Islam are
respected  and
the difference is
limited to mani-
festations of
practicing reli-
2ious  riuals,
Grand Imam of
Al-Azhar  has
asserted.

“No body has
the right 10
brand unyonc as
disbeliever
unless they deny
the fundamen-
tals and pillars
of Islum; that is

believing in
Allah, His
angels, His
Books and

Messengers.” Tantawi

S hei1koh

Mohamed Sayyid Tantawi said
in a message to Prince Ghazi Bin
Mohamed, the advisor of
Jordun's King Abdallah 1.

The message, a copy of which
was obtained by IslamOnline on
June 1, was wrillen 1n response
to a number of questions raised
by Prince Ghazi on fatwas
claiming followers of Islamic
Madhhabs such as Abadiyyah,
Zahiniyyah, Ja'afariyyah,
Zaydeiyyah,  Ashirites  and
Sutivm are infidels

Thercfore, followers of these
Istairic Madl ab-. which pro-
nounce belicf in Allah and in His
angels, Books, Messengers ano
the Hereaficr, can’t be declared
intidels,” Tantawi added.

“Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) says the tirue
Mushim s he who pronounces
that there is no God but Allah
and  Muhammad s His
Messenger,  performs  the
prayers, pays - the  Zakah,
observes the holy fusting month
of Ramadan and makes pilgrim-
ape if he iy able 10.”

: TANTAWI

The Grand Imam explained
that differcnce on how to per-
form ritvals could not be
grounds for deeming followers
of minor Islamic Madhhabs as
Kuffar (disbelievers).

“Consequently, they can’t be
classified as infidels as they pro-
nounce there is no God but Aliah

and Muhammad
is His
Messengey and
acknowledges
the pillars of
Islam."”

Tackling
aspects of some
I'slamic
Madhhabs.
Tantawi said the
Ashiri religious
school  urges
followers 1o
obey the sayings
and tradmon\ ot
Prophe
Muhamma d
(pzace be upon
him).

“The ossence
of Sufisny also
calls for praiginy

Allah, asceticism, and getting
closer 1o Allah by performing
the good and avoiding the bad.
Hence, it is not allowed to
describe Suﬁs or Ashmtcs as
disbelievers.”

Qualifications

On qualifications required for
Muslim scholars to become eli-
gible to give fatwas (religious
edicts), Tantawi said a” Mutui
must know the Noble Qur an by
heart, understand its meanings
and must memorize sayinuay of
Prophe* Muhammad (peace be
upon him). .

“In addition. ¢ must be well-
acquainted with the rulings of
the Islamic Figh (urisprudences
and what is halal (allowed) an.
haram (forbidden) a well o~
other issues of concem to the
everyday affairs of the people.”

Last May, a bunch of promi-
nent Muslim scholars had culled
for overcoming difference~
among Islumic Madhhabs 10
stand up to the cumrent chal-
tenges facing Mushims. — 1OL.
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THE FIRST ISLAMIC DIGITAL SATELLITE CHANNEL
NOW ON ASIA SAT 35 FOR ASIA MIDDLE EAST AND FAR EAST
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QADIAN

Mohalla Ahmadiyya Qadian-143516
Ph. 01872-220749, Fax. 01872-220105
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