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In 1891 Mirza wrote that
Muslims were in error in
believing Jesus Christ to be
alive, or in his secona
coming. He proceeded to
claim that he was the
“Promised Messiah”. This
caused agitated opposition
amongst a large number of
Muslims, and especially
Islamic religious leaders
(“Mullas”). Those Mullas
condemned Mirza of
apostasy, since according
to orthodox Muslim belief of
the time there would be a
second coming of Jesus
Christ from heaven. Some
controversy also  arose
because of Mirza's
repeated claims to prophet
hood. Here we should
explain that according to
Muslim belief, based on-the
Holy Quran the Holy
Prophet was the last and
final prophet, so that no
prophet could arise after
him.

Despite the opposition to it
the Ahmadiyya Movement
grew and in 1906 it claimed
some three hundred
thousand members and
had spread into inter-alia
Afghanistan, Egypt and
Persia. But in 1914, six
years after Mirza's death,
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the Movement split into two.
Members of the first branch
became known as the
Qadiani Ahmadis and those
of the second, under the
leadership of Muhammed
Ali, as the Lahore Ahmadis.
(Page 4-6, Sheikh Nazim
and MJC Vs Sheikh Abbas
Jassiem, verdict given on
September 26, 1995.)
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“Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad (“Mirza”) was born
in what was then British
india round about 1840 and
died there in 1908.

He was born a Muslim and
there is no doubt that
throughout his life e
regarded himself, and, at
least until 1891, was widely
accepted by his  co-
religionists, as a devout
Muslim. He wrote prolifically
in propagation of the
Muslim faith and in
particular ~ defended it
against what were, or were
perceived by him to be,
scurrilous attacks by some
Christian missionaries on
the Holy Prophet
Muhammed.

He had founded his
Ahmadiyya Movement in
1889 and for the next two
years there was little, if any,
opposition 1o it.
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conventional juridical
standards the fairness or
justifiability of declaring
murtad a person Wwho
persists in adopting a
neutral attitude towards
Ahmadis, either because of
his lack of knowledge as to
what their beliefs are, or
because he believes that
the Quran enjoins that a
person who is to alt outward
appearances a professing
Muslim may not be
debarred from attendance
at a mosque, and that the
sincerity of such a person's
professed faith is a matter
between him and Allah.
Turning more particularly to
Jassiem’s own attitude, his
neutrality was partly due to
lack of knowledge but
predominantly due to his
belief in the last mentioned
proposition.”

(Page 154, 155 Sheith
Nazim and MJC vs Sheikh
Abbas Jassiem judgement
delivered September 1995)
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“One cannot deny the right
to those who are
legitimately charged with
the protection of the Muslim
faith to seek to safeguard,
what they consider to be
the fundamental and critical
tenets of their faith, and to
excommunicate someone
whose  convictions and
beliefs are in opposition to
or not in conformity with,
those principles. It. would
therefore be inappropriate
for us to measure by
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“Advocate de \villiers' s
comment to Ghazi “You
seem to make up the rules
as you go along' or words
to that effect, was not
without foundation. Ghazi
has dual standards for
apostasy  and almost
everything else, one for
Mirza and one for others.”

(Judgement delivered on
February 1990. P. 95)
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“The trial court found it
unnecessary to determine
whether Mirza had been an
apostate, but seem to have
preferred Sher
Muhammad’'s evidence to
that of Ghazi, or to have

considered the former's
interpretation of Mirza’s
writings as being as

plausible as that of Ghazi.”
(Judgement delivered by
Appellate Division of
Supreme Court on 26"
September 1995)
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“For the purpose of the
defamation action it is not
necessary for this court to
pretend to determine finally
whether  Ahmadis  are
Muslims or not, an exercise
in comparative futility where
the MJC and Nazim have
already intimated that they
regard this court’s ruling on
that score as irrelevant, and
where the next legal tussle
is already in the pipeline. |
can no more compel belief
that Ahmadis are Muslims
than the Pakistani shariat
court's ruling can compel
belief that they are not.”
(Judgement delivered on
February 23, 1990, p.132)
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