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Crucifixion they maintain, even in the feet as well as the hands are
supposed to have been nailed occasions but very little loss of blood. It
kills therefore only very slowly by convulsion produced by the
straining of the limbs or by gradual starvation. So if Jesus supposed
indeed to be dead, had been taken down from the cross after about six
hours,there is every probability of his supposed death having been only
a death-like swoon from which after the descent from the cross Jesus
recovered again in the cool carven covered as he was with healing
ointment and strongly scented spices. On this head it is usual to appeal
to an account in Josephus, who says that on one occasion, when he was
returning from a military recognizance, on which he had been sent, he
found several Jewish prisoners who had been crucified. He saw among
them three acquaintances whom he begged Titus to give to him. They
were immediately taken down and carefully attended to, one was really
saved, but two others could not be recovered.

(A new life of Jesus by D. F. Strauss. Vol I. page 410
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The former of these hypotheses that of apparent death, was
employed by the old Rationalists, and more recently by Schleiermacher
in his life of Christ Schleiermacher’s supposition. That Jesus afterwards
lived for a time with the disciples and then retired into entire solitude

for his second death.
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We stand on the eve of one of the
greatest events the world has ever
witnessed. Signs are multiplying on
every side of us, compared with
which there has been no parallel
either in the history of the church or
the world. One of the greatest
changes to both hangs upon this great
event. It is the coming of the Lord
Christ the

Jesus second time in

power and glory.
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Can anyone reasonably doubt that
these signs are not a sure and certain

warning that the end draweth on

space.

3 B elsy of Se g
e sl Sy oY sda O
Sy a3l ob sl

)
His grorious appearing
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Christs second coming

The comong of Lord
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The signs are fulfilled, that
generation has come. Christ’s
coming is at hand, glorious

anticipation! Glorious future!
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The impression prevails to some
extent that he who teaches that
Christ is soon coming is acting the
role of alarmist. If so, we have seen
that the great Teacher has placed

himself at the head of the class.
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L) i & ovyY i>a.2)l (Super Natural Religion) e 2 )

The first explanation adapted L 4 B s in
by some able critics is that Jesus ; ¢
Y ¢ s OF o2 SN iUl

coahall Jo e ] aaad 3

SBAoY s {.L St

did not really die on the cross
but being taken down alive and

his body being delivered to

friends, he subsequently Lo b i W
revived. In support of this V"”‘b A ﬂ,'.f [C T RTINS |
theory it is argued that Jesus is Y (fm sis)l ol

represented by Gospels as . .
Sl g 0 Sl 0L

olele OW dwm bl e

expiring after having been but
three or six hours upon the cross
which would have been but < s\l ug-S (el e
unprecedentedly rapid death. é il s el e

It is affirmed that only the Jas L;b\l\ 3 4 G
hand d not the feet i P
ands and not the feet were 3 d-U} ALl ok v—lmi}

al Je 3y Ky ands

nailed to the «cross. The

crucifragian not usually
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accompanying crucifixion is
dismissed as unknown to the
three synoptists and only
inserted by the fourth evangelist
for dogmatic reasons and of
course the lance disappears with
the leg-breaking. Thus the
apparent death ~was that
profound faintness which might
well fall upon an organization
after some hours of physical
and mental agony on the cross,
following the continued strain
and fatigue of the previous
night. As soon as he had
sufficiently recovered it is
supposed that Jesus visited his
disciples a few times to re-
assure them, but with pre-
caution on account of the Jews,
and was by them believed to
have risen from the dead, as
indeed he himself may likewise
have supposed, reviving as he
had done from the faintness of

death. Seeing however that his
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death had set the crown upon
his work the master withdrew
into impenetrable obscurity and
was heard no more. Gfrorer
who maintains the theory of
Scheintod with great ability
thinks that Jesus had believers
amongst the rulers of the Jews
who although they could not
shield him from the opposition
against him still hoped to save
him from death. Joseph, a rich
man, found the means of doing
so. He prepared the new
sepulchre close to the place of
execution to be at hand, begged
the body from Pilate — the
immense quantity of spices
bought by Nicomedus being
merely to distract the attention
of the Jesus being quickly
carried to the sepulchre was
restored to life by their efforts.
He interprets the famous verse
John xx: 17 curiously, The

expression “I have not yet
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ascended to my father.” He
takes as meaning simply the act
of dying “going to heaven” and
the reply of Jesus is equivalent
to “Touch me not for I am still
flesh and blood” I am not yet
dead, Jesus sees his disciples
only a few times mysteriously
and believing that he had set the
final seal to the truth of his
work by his death he then
retires into impenetrable gloom
Das  Heiligthum and die
Wabrhcit p 107 p 231.

(Pp. 523 of the Supernatural

religion)
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