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3021 EASTON JERENRT

AVENUE,
ST. Louis Missouri, LY () g S F
U.S. A. %ﬁg,&\ RRU
February 24th, 1887
BABU MIRZA GHULM VAAY/Y/Y ¢
AHMAD

Esteemed Sir, o=l Al 2O 1 e 3ok

[ cannot adequately | yvv (3 x5l cldle, o
express to you my .. y )
gratitude for the letter S Tuly S5l aly e

received from you under | ; . < RV RN T
date of December 17. I i
had almost given up all | > Jsoy 3 JLYI meas cal
hope of receiving a reply
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but the contents of the
letter and circulars fully
repaid me for the delay. |
hardly know what to say
in reply except that I am
stil very anxious to gain
more of the truth than I
have thus far found. After
reading your circulars an
idea occured to me which
[ will present to you for
your consideration
knowing or rather feeling
confident that you, who
are so much more
spiritual than I, so much
nearer to God, will
answer me in a way that
will be for the best. Were
it possible for me to visit
India I would do so only
too gladly. But I am so
situated that it seems
almost an impossibility I
am married and have
three children, For nearly
two years I have been
living a life of celibacy
and shall continue to do
so as long as I live. My
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income is not sufficient to
justify me in giving up
my business as it requires
all that I can make to
support my  family;
therefore, even if I had
sufficient ~ means  to
enable me to make the
journey to India I would
not be able to furnish
support for my family
during my  absence.
Therefore a visit to India
being out of the question
it occurred to me that I
might through your aid
assist in spreading the
truth here, If, as you say
the Muhammadan is the
only true religion why
could I not act as its
Apostle or promulgator in
America. My
opportunities for doing so
seem to me very good if [
had someone to lead me
aright at first. [ have been
led to believe that not
only Muhammad but also
Jesus, Gautam Budha,
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Zoroaster and many
others taught the truth,
that we should, however,
worship God and not
men. If I could know
what Muhammad really
taught that was superior
to the teachings of others,
[ could then be in a
position to defend and
promulgate the
Muhammadan  religion
above all others. But the
little I do know of his
teachings is not sufficient
for me to do effective
work with. The attention
of The American people
is being quite Generally
attracted to the oriental
religious but Buddhism
seems to be the in their
investigations. The public
mind, I think is now more
than ever fitted to receive
Muhammadanism as well
as Buddhism and it may
be that through you it is
to be introduced in my
country. I am convinced
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that you are very much in
earnest. I have no reason
to doubt that you are
inspired by God to spread
the light of truth therefore
I would be happy to
know more of your
teachings and to hear
further from you. God,
who can read all hearts,
knows that I am seeking
for the truth that I am
ready and eager to
embrace it wherever I can
find 1t. If you can lead me
into its blessed light you
will find me not only a
willing pupil but an
anxious one. I have been
seeking now for three
years and have found a
great deal. God has
blessed me bundantly and
I want to do His work
earnestly and faithfully.
How to do it is what has
moved me—how to do it
so that the most good
may be accomplished. |
pray to Him that the way
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may be pointed out
clearly to me so I that
may not go astray. If you
can help me I hope that
you will do so. 1 shall
keep your letter and prize
it highly. I will get the
circulars printed in one of
the leading American
newspapers so that they
will have a wide spread
circulation and I will send
you a copy of the paper.
They may reach the eyes
of many who will become
interested. 1 shall be
happy to receive from
you at any time matter
which you may have for
general circulation and if
you should see fit to use
my services to further the
aims of truth in the
country they will be
freely at your disposal
provided, of course, that |
am capable of receiving
your ideas and that they
convince me of their
truth. I am already well
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satisfied that Muhammad
taught the truth that he
pointed out the way to
salvation and that those
who follow His teachings
will attain to a condition
of eternal bliss. But did
not Jesus Christ also
teach the way? Now
suppose I should follow
the way pointed out by
Jesus. Would not my
salvation be as perfectly
assured as if I followed
Islam? I ask with a desire
to know the truth and not
to dispute or argue. [ am
seeking the truth not to
defend any theory'. I
think I understand you to
be a follower of the
esateric  teachings of
Muhammad and not what
is known to the masses of
the people as
Muhammadanism;  that
you recognize the truths
that underlie all religions
and not their exoteric
features which have been
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added by men. I too
regret very much that |
cannot understand your
language nor you mine;
for I feel quite sured that
you could, tell many
things which [ much
desire to know. However
[ am impressed to believe
that God will provide a
way if I try to de-serve
His love. Blessed be His
holy name and I hope that
I may hear from you
again and that we may
someday meet in spirit
even if we cannot meet in
the body. May the peace
of God be with you and
with those who listen to
your words. I Pray that all
your hopes and plans may
be realised.

With  reverence and
esteem.

[ am Yours Respectfully,
ALEX. R WEBB, ST.
LOUIS MISSOURI,
3021 Easton Avenue.
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Reply of the above said
letter.

DEAR SIR

I received your letter, dated
24th  of February 1887,
which proved itself to be
great delight to my heart and
a  satisfaction to my
anxieties. The contents of
the letter not only increased
my love towards you that led
me to the hope of a partial
realization of the object
which T have in view for
which I have dedicated the
whole of my life viz, not to
confine the spread of the
light of truth to the oriental
world but, as far as it lies in
my power to further it in
Europe, America, & Co.
where the attention of the
people has not been
sufficiently attracted towards
a proper understanding of
the teachings of Islam.
Therefore 1 consider it an
honour to comply with your
request; and have a strong
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confidence in the Almighty
Creater, Who is with me,
that he will assist me in
giving you a perfect and
permanent satisfaction. [
give you my word the course
of about five months I will
compile a work containing a
short sketch of the teachings
of the Al-Quran, have it
translated into English and
printed and then send a copy
of it to you. I strongly hope
that it will bring full and
final conviction to a justful,
considerate and
uncontaminated mind like
yours, enoble your
soulendow you with a firm
belief in God and improve
your knowledge of Him. But
perhaps it may be, that the
various demands on my time
may not allow me to spare a
sufficient time for sending
the whole work at once. In
such a case, I will send it to
you in two or three batches.
I will not end the
communication of
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instruction to you by this
treatise but will continue
satisfying your thirst after
the investigation of truth for
the rest of my life. Your
friendly words permit me to
entertain the happy idea that
[ will in a short time have
the intelligence that the
instinctive moral greatness
has directed not only to you
but to many other virtuous
men of America to the right
way of salvation pointed out
by Islam. Here I end my
letter of earnestness and
sincerity. May God you and
[ be kept secure from all
earthly and heavenly
misfortunes and have all our
hopes and plans realized.
Yours sincerely.

MIRZA GHULAM
AHMAD,

Chief of Qadian,

Gurdaspur District, Punjab.
India.
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