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In the past few weeks, as you may know, | have visited a few European countries. For a few months
Tabshir department was planning a trip to West African countries, such as Sierra Leone, where | had not
visited, and preparations were being made. These Jamaats had invited me, and it was also my wish to
visit those countries. However, earlier this year it came to light that the internal political and social
situation of the region was not conducive to a trip and the plan was cancelled. It was the will of God.
But even after cancelling the tour, | did not have any plans to tour other countries. When | was
informed about the dates of Jalsa Salana in Spain | wished to visit the country and also considered
visiting the newly bought mission houses in Italy. When the Swiss Jamaat came to know of this, they
requested me that as | would be in the neighboring countries could | visit them as well. It’s been a few
years since | have toured Switzerland.

Thus these visits came to pass without any planning and with the grace of God and were extremely
blessed. While my visits were a source of enhancing the faith of people of the Jamaats | went to, | felt
they were the same for me and | had a heightened perception of wisdom in all that God wills. After
planning the tour to Spain, | didn’t inform Spain Jamaat that | am visiting for Jalsa. They thought it
would be a tour of the Jamaat or a tour to the scenic places in Spain. So the Ameer Jamaat Spain
contacted me and said ‘you are coming to Spain a few days before the Jalsa, if you would like, Spain
Jamaat can move the Jalsa one week ahead.” But | told them there’s no need to move the Jalsa ahead. |
am relating all this to specify the spontaneity of the plan, so much so, that the Spain Jamaat didn’t even

know if | was going to participate in the Jalsa or not.

During my travels, France was my first stop. Due to Allah’s grace, the Algerians and Moroccans, as well
as people from old French colonies, living in Europe, have a growing interest in Ahmadiyyat and many
Bai’ats have taken place. With the grace of God they are integrating and active in the Jamaat and many
are part of the national executive body. In France, a French, a Belgian, and a few Moroccan individuals
took Bai’at at my hands. During the Bai’at, it was extremely emotional. Many new Ahmadis had their
first visit with me and it was filled with emotions. And when asked if they have any questions or
comments, the new Ahmadis replied, please pray that may Allah strengthen their faith and increase
their tagwa. These individuals have the urgency to propagate the mission of Promised Messiah (on
whom be peace) and to increase their taqwa. In addition, their eyes and their gestures conveyed their
deep sincerity and connection with Khilafat and it is most difficult to express that in words. You may
have read in the reports but in my view it is very difficult to put the emotions of the new Ahmadis into
words, not just in France but also any other country | had toured, any new Ahmadi, may he be from an
Arabic speaking country or a country native, their conduct is such that it can’t be put into words.



From the Arabic speaking converts in various countries, it was noted that they received the message of
Ahmadiyyat from MTA al-Arabiyya. They prayed after hearing the message and God answered their
prayers. Some of them were guided by God through dreams in which they either saw the blessed face
of the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) or one of his Khulafa. Whenever MTA al-Arabiyya was
mentioned, these individuals sent their prayers to the team of MTA al-Arabiyya especially the team
members of Al-Hiwar al-Mubashira where question and answers are conducted. May God reward those
who spend night and day in broadcasting the message of the Promised Messiah and may He enhance
their faith as well as those who work on the other channels of MTA, those who stay behind the scenes
but render extraordinary services.

As | was talking about France, my time in France flew by in the blinking of an eye. And then the next
stop was Spain. After two days of travel, | reached Pedrobad, where Masjid al-Basharat is situated.
Since the Jalsa was going to start in two days, there were members of Portugal and Morocco Jamaat.
Portugal is still under the Jamaat of Spain but following my visit, a missionary sahib has now arrived
there. Before my visit to Spain, there were efforts of sending Portugal its own missionary, and by the
grace of Allah, Portugal has received one. May Allah make this Jamaat successful. There are efforts
being made on purchasing property in order to build a mosque. May Allah make this a source of
blessing for the Jamaat. Portugal also has a lot of immigrants who are interested in religion. And there
have been Bai’ats but a Mosque will really help in taking care of new converts, and Insha’Allah with the
building of a mosque, new roads will open up in the field of propagation. May Allah give the new
missionary in charge the ability to make Portugal Jamaat successful.

Likewise, the President of Moroccan Jamaat had also come with a few Jamaat members. Since Morocco
is near Spain, the Jamaat in Morocco was established through Spain. By the grace of Allah, Morocco
Jamaat is also progressing. Many Arab-speaking people took their bai’at. May Allah make their faith
and actions fruitful and may progress further. At the Jalsa Salana Spain, guests came and brought with
them many good points. Many had visit with me and expressed their gratitude.

In my previous tour of Spain, in 2005, | had suggested a building of second mosque in Valencia. By the
grace of Allah, within 1.5 years, the Jamaat purchased some land with a house built on it which is being
used as a Mission House. But the local authorities restricted the building of a mosque. With persistent
submission of the Mosque plans, the Council would not give the Jamaat permission to build a mosque.
But now some views have changed and Insha’Allah (God Willing) the plans will be approved. With this
hope, | laid the foundation of this new mosque. Please pray that may Allah remove these hindrances
and may Allah give us the ability to build this mosque, and so this mosque can be used to propagate the
message of Islam and Ahmadiyyat. The location of the prospective mosque is beautiful and Insha’Allah,
the new mosque may portray the true image of Islam and be a source of removing misconceptions
regarding Islam and Ahmadiyyat. In Valencia, there was a Muslim community up till the 16" century,
and the Muslims of this community at that time, sacrificed a lot, and maintained the Muslim community
for 300-400 years. May Allah once again prosper Islam in Valencia. Since the responsibilities of the
Jamaat are increasing in Pedrobad, foundation for a Lajna hall and a guest house has been laid. In Spain,
by the grace of Allah, the National Executive body was reminded of propagation efforts and other



matters were also discussed. They promised that Insha’Allah, they will increase their efforts and remain
active. May Allah give them the ability to do so. When throughout the world, Islam is being attacked,
this is the time to propagate its message. This is what | told them and am telling everyone else now.
When pure hearted people listen to these attacks against Islam, they want to know the truth. Due to my
visits at various places, many were introduced to Islam and members of Jamaat were given an
opportunity to distribute their literature. | spent 10-12 busy days in Spain.

After three days of travel, | reached ltaly. Italy is a country where, during the time of Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih I, Jamaat was established. Missionaries were sent but due to some unforeseen circumstances,
the mission couldn’t continue. In 1937, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih Il (ra) sent Missionary Malik Sharif to
Rome, and with his propagation efforts, individuals entered the fold of Islam till 1940. In 1944, due to
World War Il, Malik Sharif Sahib was imprisoned. When WW!II broke out Malik sahib spent time in a
POW camp. Later, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih Il (ra) sent Muhummad Ibrahim Khalil Sahib and Maulvi
Muhummad Usman Sahib to Italy. Malik Sharif Sahib was appointed Ameer Jamaat. Malik Sharif Sahib
sent the missionaries to Sicily where previously Islam was established for 260 years. They were
confronted with hardships and were even given a 24 hour notice to leave but Allah showed His mercy
and the government cancelled the notification. But, due to the difficult circumstances, Italy mission
came to an end. Malik Sharif sahib continued his work in Italy till 1955 by arranging his own means of
livelihood. There were 30-40 converts but due to loss of contact, Ahmadiyyat may not have been
inherited by their children.

But now there are numerous Pakistani and Ghanian Ahmadis. So much so that one Jamaat is entirely
Ghanaian. Ahmadiyyat is also spreading in the Arab/Moroccan communities by the grace of Allah.
These Arabs were so filled with emotions that tears would start flowing at every moment. In addition,
there was a mission house purchased in 2008 and efforts are made to purchase a mosque. Surprisingly,
the mayor and councilmen are showing their full support. May Allah also bless them and may a mosque
be built in the near future. Few individuals also accepted Bai’at, thanks be to Allah (Alhamdulillah). A
reception was held in the town where our center, Bait-ut-Tauheed is located. Many dignitaries came
including the Mayor of the town. The reception was also graced by Mayors and dignitaries of nearby
towns. They all expressed their gratitude towards the Jamaat and its work done in Italy. At the end, |
guoted the beautiful Quranic verses relating to peace and tolerance. Quoting the words of Promised
Messiah, | said that Islam does not promote hatred but rather has peaceful teachings. | mentioned that
in the town of Bait-ut-Tauheed, there were protests against the mission house but the Mayor and
councilmen cooperated and everything was brought to order. | further elaborated on the beautiful
teachings of Islam and explained instead of building walls of hatred one should live in peace and
harmony. The reception went well and God Willing (Insha’Allah) the government will further support
Ahmadiyya Jamaat in Italy.

My next stop was Switzerland. Before leaving London, | had come to know about the current Turin
Shroud Exhibition. The President of the local Jamaat asked if | wished to see it and | readily agreed. He
spoke to the Church officials who were happy to arrange a visit for me. On the way to Switzerland, my
cavalcade stopped at Turin to view the Shroud of Turin. The church was contacted if | will be able to see
the cloth and the management was very happy that a caliph of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community



wishes to observe the Shroud. They even made special arrangements for our visit. This cloth was used
to wrap Jesus, may peace be on him, after he was brought down from the cross. | arrived at the church,
where the Shroud was displayed around 5 o’clock in the evening. This was certainly Allah’s Providence,
because | didn’t know that the Shroud of Turin was on display when planning this trip. Mr. Mir
Mahmood had informed me beforehand about this exhibition and had suggested to send a scholar to
view it so that he could be witness to it. But Allah, instead of sending a scholar, sent me, a servant of
the Promised Messiah.

When | arrived at the church, | was greeted by the director of the exhibition, who was also a High Priest.
They entered the church from a special entrance where the general public is not allowed to. Usually,
there are no cameras allowed. | enquired about the use of camera and they happily allowed the use of
camera without flash. The MTA team took photographs. When entering, in the first hall, photographs
of the Shroud were shown with commentary. They showed close up pictures of the Shroud, such as the
head, the hands, the feet, etc. The director gave the group an introduction and explained that they have
known the history of the shroud since the 14 century. But there is evidence in recorded history,
regarding the travel of the shroud since the 5t century. They further elaborated that the shroud is a
piece of cloth whose length is 4.42 meters and the width is 1.3 meters. It bears the image of a righteous
man, and if we focus on the date of the cloth, they said, we come to the conclusion that it bears the
image of Jesus. In 1898, the shroud was photographed by Secondo Pia. In this picture, the image of the
cloth came positive with a clearer picture of the man through the negative.

Anyway, the Exhibition team led me into the hall, where the Shroud of Turin was on display, in a large
glass box similar to a stage. Behind the cloth, there was a light, and inside the glass box, various gas
particles were inserted, as a method for protection of the shroud. The public viewing was discontinued
while my entourage and | viewed the glass case from the nearest aisle and some photographs were
taken. If someone else was sent to view the shroud they may not have had such a chance to observe.
We were also given brochure that contained pictures and detailed information, similar to what the
director said. The pollen residues in the shroud provide evidence that this cloth came from Palestine or
Middle East and it is indeed the burial cloth of Jesus, as the Ahmadi Muslims believe. Prior to 1898
when its photograph was taken the cloth was considered sacred, but since the photographic image it
was considered the burial cloth of Jesus. The Promised Messiah, may peace be on him, wrote his book
Jesus in India in 1899 in which he cites Jesus escaping death on the Cross and gives a detailed account.
Up till that time perhaps nothing was available about the burial cloth in English language, even though
there was information in Italian and German language, therefore the Promised Messiah has not
mentioned it. However it was during his lifetime that God had facilitated further evidence about Jesus
escaping death on the Cross.

Next the director took me to the Cathedral and then to the library, on the 2" floor. In the library, | was
introduced to their resident expert on Islamic knowledge. | was greeted most courteously and
conversation ensued and | was asked why | came to visit the shroud and what do | think of it. Before |
continue, let me introduce the director. As | said before, the director was the High priest and he is also
the in-charge of the committee responsible for the exhibition and protection of the burial cloth of Jesus,
may peace be on him. His name is Munsunyur Gumetti and the name of the expert in Islamic knowledge



is Tom Niegrri. |told them that this visit was planned spontaneously and when | learned about the
Exhibition of the shroud, | wished to see it because, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community believes that
this burial cloth indeed belongs to Jesus, may peace be on him. | also said that we the Ahmadis have a
different view about Jesus, as we believe that Jesus was a respected prophet of God, and when the Jews
tried to kill him on the cross, God saved him, because he was a beloved prophet of God. And the
founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, may peace be on him,
offered many proofs regarding Jesus’ survival from the cross. Interestingly, this burial cloth is not a
proof of Jesus’ death; rather it’s a proof of his survival from the cross. The expert in Islamic knowledge
asked me if | believed that Jesus died in Kashmir, and | answered most definitely and it is the Promised
Messiah (as) who came to that conclusion as mentioned in his book Jesus in India. Anyways, question
and answers continued. | gladly told them that it is his good fortune to see the burial cloth, since it’s
displayed every 20-25 years. But they told me that, this conditions isn’t necessary. For example they
displayed the shroud in 1998 and then 2000. In 1998, the shroud went on display after 20 years, but the
shroud was displayed in 2000 due to Jesus’ completion of 2000 years. They explained further, there
were no plans of displaying the shroud this year, but Pope told them to display the shroud and this
exhibition will be till May 10. Many people have come to see this exhibition and this exhibition has
taken place after 10 years. Further, God had connected my trip to it and in this way | was given a chance
to see this display at the end of April. The Pope is visiting the exhibition on 2 May but God enabled me
to see it beforehand.

In their conversations, the topic of Jesus’ suffering was brought up. | told them that Prophets of God
endure much hardship, in this age the Promised Messiah (as) too endured suffering. Then | was asked
about Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and why is it that AMC likes to establish connections and an open
dialogue with other religions. | explained that God has said that there is no compulsion in religion, God
has sent His teaching and it is our task to take its message to others. Besides, in light of human values
we respect people of all religions and communicate with them. During conversation, | mentioned that
the Christian world is progressing in worldly terms and this is due to the suffering of Jesus (as) and due
to God’s promises but not because Jesus is god, as they consider him to be. And it was my prayer that
may they understand the real message of Jesus (as) and spread it.

Then they showed me to the library and enquired if this library contains Islamic books and they replied
no. | offered if they would accept five volume translation and commentary of the Qur’an in English as
well as a detailed Arabic translation done by Momin Tahir Sahib for the library and they replied in the
affirmative. | said thus we had the opportunity to introduce Islam and Jama’at during this educational
visit. | pray that may the Christian world accept that the Shroud of Turin is in fact a proof of a miraculous

sign of Jesus (as) escaping death on the Cross.

In Rabwah, under the supervision of Syed Mir Mahmood Sahib, research is being conducted on
“Ointment of Jesus.” From their experiments, they have proven, that at certain temperatures and
conditions, the image can be formed on the cloth. They are researching further. Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him) had said that chemical reactions, such as the mixing of
ammonia and sulfur, caused images to occur on cloth. In addition, there is evidence of ammonia and
sulfur where the crucifixion occurred. And is it not possible, that during the thunderstorm, these gases



were produced which resulted in the image further engrained. A Christian scholar Norma Weller had
written most favorably about the research of Mir Mahmood sahib’s team. | heard that she has died.
Allah will allow other scholars to promote this research. He said in order to prove the truth of Islam, God
makes Christians articulate matters which support our beliefs. The research is being carried out to
furnish further facts to the world, as for our belief, it is definite that Jesus died a natural death in
Kashmir. Currently there is yet another drive to disqualify the burial cloth as a fake because the images
on it prove that Jesus was alive and that is not acceptable to the Christian world. In fact, now Muslims
too have put a restriction on viewing the grave of Jesus in Kashmir, perhaps a link in a wider conspiracy.
If only the Muslims would prove the superiority of Islam through what is in their hands.

On the subject of Jesus’ life and ointment of Jesus, The Promised Messiah says, that soon after the
crucifixion, the ingredients of the ointment of Jesus was noted down in a book of herbal medicine,
written in the Roman language. The book further explained that this ointment was used on the wounds
of Jesus. This prescription was translated into a few languages, so much so that during the period of
Mamoon Rashid, this prescription was translated into Arabic. It is God’s doing, how a medical scholar of
every religion, be he Christian or a Jewish, be he Zoroastrian or be he Muslim, mentions this ointment of
Jesus in their books. All these books mention that fact that this ointment of Jesus was prepared by his
apostles for his wounds. These books also mention how this ointment is beneficial for any type of
wound because when applied, the blood flowing from the wound is abruptly stopped. This ointment
also includes myrrh which protects from infections. This ointment is also beneficial for the plague. We
don’t know if Jesus himself, through divine revelation, was informed of this prescription, or was it
prepared through a suggestion of a doctor. The ingredients in this ointment are very distinctive,
especially myrrh which is also mentioned in the Torah. Anyway, by using this ointment, Jesus’ wounds
were healed and he was given such energy, that after three days, Jesus left Jerusalem and traveled
towards Galilee. During the crucifixion, the Jews wanted to kill Jesus, but God saved him, and survived
with a few wounds, but these wounds were healed by this special ointment, so much so, that with time,
the scars were gone. When Jesus survived the crucifixion, he met with his apostles, as mentioned in the
gospels, and gave them the glad tiding of surviving the crucifixion. The apostles were in disbelief, and
thought it was Jesus’ ghost, but Jesus showed them his wounds, then the apostles realized that indeed
Jesus was saved from the hands of the Jews.

About his book Jesus in India the Promised Messiah, may peace be on him, said that he would prove in
the book that neither Jesus died on the Cross, nor was he raised bodily to the heavens and surely he is
not going to descend from heaven. In fact, he reached the old age of 120 years and passed away in Sri
Nagar, India, where his tomb is also located. He first proves this through Biblical proofs, then with
reference to the Holy Qur’an and the Hadith, then medical testimonies regarding the properties of the
ointment and finally through historical testimonies. He said that it is not possible that any person,
regardless of his belief, be he Muslim, Christian, Jewish or Aryan, who so reads the book from cover to
cover, would not be inclined to believe that the concept that Jesus was raised to the heavens as idle and
false.

After my trip to Turin, my next stop was Switzerland. | met with a very level-headed young Italian man
in Switzerland who had converted a few years ago and this was the first time he was meeting me. He



has translated some of our literature in Italian and is currently translating ‘Jesus in India’ in ltalian. May
God increase his knowledge and insight. After Friday prayers, | left Switzerland for France, and stayed at
Strasbourg. This is the center of European parliament and we have about two hundred Ahmadis residing
here. The delightful aspect of this is that 70% of them are non-Pakistani Ahmadis and are most sincere.
Two Bai’ats took place here. | met with some local personalities and also met with the representative of
the Archbishop, Mr. Micheal River. Conversation ensued regarding Islam. He was a most decent person
who has lived in some Arab countries and knew the Arabic language. He said to me that the three
religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam share one common belief that there is One God. | told him if
that is what he believes, it is very good. The Qur’an informs us, “... ‘O People of the Book! come to a
word equal between us and you ...” (3:65). He also told me that he often listens to my sermons on MTA.

Majority of the Ahmadis in Strasburg are Arabic-speaking. Some of the new converts had been informed
through dreams that | was passing by the area. When they realized this is occurring in reality, they
wished to meet with me. Ameer sahib France wrote to me that when | was travelling to Spain from
France on 29 March, he received a bai’at form in the post from a French national lady of Moroccan
origin. She wrote that she watched MTA regularly and had dreamed that an Ahmadi cavalcade passes
here and she joins them. Ameer sahib asked her where she lived in response she named the exact area
from where | had passed en route Spain, that was the very day she had filled her bai’at form.

Although this trip was planned spontaneously, yet it received many blessings of God and many Bai’ats
took place. May God enhance the faith of new Ahmadis and may we always experience progress of our
Jamaat. This grace of God is in support of the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) and in accordance
to the Divine promises made to him and it strengthens our faith. May God always bestow His grace on
us.



