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Muhammad (sa): The Great Exem

Mention some of the expeditions that took place before the
Battle of Badr.

Sariyyah Hazrat Hamzah, or Sariyyah Seef al-Bahr was the first
expedition that took place.

Sariyyah Ubaidah bin Harith
Sariyyah Sa'd bin Abi Waqggas

Ghazwah Waddan
Ghazwah Buwat which took place in Rabi’ al-Awwal 2 AH

Ghazwah Ushairah.
Ghazwah Badr al-Kubra
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His Holiness (aba) said that today he would
mention some of the expeditions that took place
before the Battle of Badr, as well as the
preparations that the Muslims made for battle
against the disbelieving people of Makkah.

Sariyyah Hazrat Hamzah, or Sariyyah Seef al-Bahr
was the first expedition that took place. The Holy
Prophet (sa) sent this envoy of 30 riders in
Ramadan 1 AH under the leadership of Hazrat
Hamzah (ra). This envoy travelled to Ees, which
was about 240 kilometres from Madinah. Trade
caravans would often pass through here, and when
the Muslim envoy reached there, it so happened
that a Makkan caravan was passing through. They
came close to battling; however, it was avoided.

The next expedition was Sariyyah Ubaidah bin
Harith, which took place in Shawwal 1 AH. Though
there was no battle, there was an exchange of
arrows. As this never happened before, it was
Hazrat Sa’d bin Abi Waqgqgas (ra) who had the
honour of casting the first arrow in Islam.
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Then there was the Sariyyah Sa’'d bin Abi
Waqqgas. 20 Muslims were sent under the
leadership of Hazrat Sa’'d bin Abi Waqgqgas (ra)
with the instruction not to cross past the Kharar
Valley.

Their purpose was to stop a trade caravan of
the Quraish, however, upon arrival, they
realised that they had just missed the caravan
by a day.

Another expedition was Ghazwah Waddan
which took place in Safar 2 AH. Historians say
that this was the first expedition in which the
Holy Prophet (sa) himself took part.
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The purpose of this
expedition was to stop a
trade caravan of the
Quraish, however, the
Muslims missed it. However,
during this trip, the Holy
Prophet (sa) made a peace
treaty with the Banu
Damrah. This entire
expedition lasted 15 days.

Waddan is a place between
Makkah and Madinah and
about 100 km from Juhfa
and is where the Holy
Prophet’s (sa) mother has
been buried.

His Holiness (aba)
commented that he provides
the details of the various
places where these events
took place so that those
visiting various sites whilst
having gone for Umrah and
also wish to visit these
places can become
acquainted with the history.

The Ghazwah Buwat which
took place in Rabi’ al-Awwal
2 AH. The Holy Prophet (sa)
also went on this expedition.
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Companions in
order to stop a
trade caravan on
the Quraish
comprising 100
Quraish and 500
camels.

The Holy Prophet
(sa) set out with two

Their intentions
were to use the
profits of this trade
caravan to equip
themselves in
opposition to the
Muslims. Hence, in
2 AH, the Holy
Prophet (sa) set out

Buwat is located
about 100km away
from Madinabh.

Ghazwah Ushairah.
The Holy Prophet
(sa) learned that a

trade caravan of the

Upon arriving in
Buwat, they
realised that they
had missed the
caravan and thus
returned to
Madinah.

Quraish had left
Makkah in which
the Makkans had
invested all their
wealth.

for Ushairah along
with 150-200
Muslims, however,
they were unable to
encounter the trade
caravan
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After returning from Ushairah, someone attacked a
grazing field in Madinah. Along with some Companions,
the Holy Prophet (sa) set out after him, but they were
unable to reach him. Regarding this, His Holiness (aba)
guoted Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad (ra), who writes:

‘This raid of Kurz bin Jabir was not a
minor Beduin act of plunder, rather, it is
definite that he had set out against the
Muslims on behalf of the Quraish, with a

particular motive. As a matter of fact, it is
very likely that he had specifically come
with the intention of inflicting injury upon
the very person of the Holy Prophet (sa),
but upon finding the Muslims vigilant,
settled upon the robbery of their camels
and ran off

Muslims had already been given permission for Jihad by the
sword prior to this, and in a sense of self-defence they had
begun to employ an initial plan of action in this regard as well. ..
Even after the acceptance of the challenge of the Quraish, it
was the disbelievers who practically initiated battle.’ (

p. 102)



https://www.alislam.org/book/life-character-seal-prophets-vol-2/
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Hazrat Abdullah bin Jahsh (ra) along with 8 migrants towards
Nakhlah. The Holy Prophet (sa) gave Hazrat Abdullah (ra) a
letter & told him to open it only after having travelled for 2 days.

U

Upon opening it, Hazrat Abduallah (ra) read that the Holy
Prophet (sa) had instructed them to travel to Nakhlah and
obtain intelligence about the Quraish’s movements

{%

Before departing, the Holy Prophet (sa) told him not to force
anyone to accompany him on his mission.

Upon arriving in Nakhlah, they passed by a caravan of the
Quraish.
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Upon returning
to Madinah and
meeting the Holy
Prophet (sa), the
Holy Prophet
(sa) told Hazrat
Abdullah (ra) that
he had not
instructed them
to fight and...

...thus did not
accept anything
that they had
brought back to
him.

The Quraish also
complained that
this attack had
taken place
during a
forbidden
month...

and thus also
began
preparations to
attack the
Muslims. The
Battle of Badr
was, in large
part, the result
of these
preparations.
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His Holiness (aba) said that after this
incident, the following verse of the Holy
Qur’an was revealed:

‘They ask thee about fighting in the Sacred
Month. Say: ‘Fighting therein

is a great transgression, but to hinder men

from the way of Allah, and to be ungrateful to
Him and the Sacred Mosque, and to turn out

its people therefrom, is a greater sin with Allah;
and persecution is worse than Rilling.” And they
will not cease fighting you until they turn you

back from your faith, if they can.’ (


https://www.alislam.org/quran/app/2:218

Then there was Ghazwah Badr al-Kubra, which in the
Holy Qur’an, has also been called the Day of
Distinction.

Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad (ra) writes:

Muhammad

sa):
Thé G)reat Muslims “To set out in order to intercept the caravan is

not at all objectionable. The reason being that firstly, this
particular caravan which the Muslims had set out to
pursue was not an ordinary caravan. Every man and
woman from among the Quraish held shares in it. This
demonstrates that with regards to this caravan, the
intention of the chieftains of the Quraish was that this
profit would be used in order to wage war against the
Muslims; history proves that this very profit was used to
prepare for the Battle of Uhud. As such, the interception
of this caravan was a necessary part of the tactics of war.

Exemplar
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Secondly, it was also necessary in general to intercept these
caravans of the Quraish because they were armed and would
pass by very close to Madinah. The Muslims remained in constant
danger of them and it was necessary to put an end to this.

Thirdly, wherever these
caravans would travel, they
would heavily incite the

Fourthly, the Quraish’s
livelihood primarily

tribes of Arabia against the depended on trade, and for
Muslims, due to which the _th'S reason, the

state of the Muslims was interception of these
becoming more and more caravans was an excellent

vulnerable; as such, means by which to bring

blocking their passage was the Quraish to their_ senses,
a part of their protection stop them from their acts of

and self-defence program. war, and to press them
towards reconciliation and

the establishment of
peace.’ (

pp. 120-
121)


https://www.alislam.org/book/life-character-seal-prophets-vol-2/

Three nights before Abu Sufyan’s message reached Makkah, the
Holy Prophet’s (sa) paternal aunt Atigah bint Abdil Muttalib saw a
dream which made her fear the downfall of the Makkans. She saw
that a man was riding a camel and stopped between Makkah and
Mina while crying out that everyone should gather at the place of their
death in three days. People gathered around him, and then she saw
that his camel was atop the Ka’'bah, and he called out saying the
same thing. She then saw him atop a well-known mountain calling out
the same thing. She then saw him throwing a rock down from the

Muhammad : : : : :
(sa); m_ountam, wr_nch proke m_to pieces, and ther_e was not a single home
The Great N Makkah iIn which a piece of that stone did not land. Eventually,
Exemplar word of this dream spread among the Makkans. When Abu Jahl heard
of this and began chastising the family of Abdul Muttalib, Hazrat
Abbas (ra) felt compelled to deny that such a dream had been seen.
He felt great regret at doing so, and three days after the dream he
decided to go to Abu Jahl and set the record straight. When he went,
he saw Abu Jahl running towards the Ka'’bah. This was as a result of
Abu Sufyan’s messenger having arrived and informing the Makkans
of the Holy Prophet’s (sa) interception of their trade caravan.
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