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  About the Author


  Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace be upon him, was born in 1835 in Qadian, India. From his early life, he dedicated himself to prayer, the study of the Holy Quran and other scriptures. He was deeply pained to observe the plight of Islam, which was being attacked from all directions. In order to defend Islam and present its teachings in their pristine purity, he wrote more than ninety books, thousands of letters and participated in many religious debates. He argued that Islam is a living faith, which can lead humanity to the achievement of moral and spiritual perfection by establishing communion with God.


  Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace be upon him, started experiencing divine dreams, visions and revelations at a young age. In 1889, under divine command, he started accepting initiation into the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. He continued to receive divine revelations and was thereafter commanded by God to announce that he was the divinely appointed Reformer of the Latter Days, as prophesied by various religions under different titles. He claimed to be the same Promised Messiah and Mahdi whose advent had been prophesied by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah78 be upon him. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is now established in more than two hundred countries of the world.


  After the demise of the Promised Messiah, peace be upon him, in 1908, the institution of Khilafat (successorship) was established to continue his mission, in fulfilment of the prophecies made in the Holy Quran and by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, may Allah be his Helper, is the Fifth Successor to the Promised Messiah, peace be upon him, and the present Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.
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  Publisher’s Note


  The words in the text in normal brackets () and in between the long dashes — are the words of the Promised Messiah, peace be upon him, and if any explanatory words or phrases are added by the translator for the purpose of clarification, they are put in square brackets [ ].


  References to the Holy Quran contain the name of the Surah [i.e. chapter] followed by a chapter:verse citation, e.g. Surah Al- Jumu’ah, 62:4, and counts Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim [In the name of Allah the Gracious the Merciful] as the first verse in every chapter it appears.


  The name of Muhammad(sa), the Holy Prophet of Islam, has been followed by the symbol sa, which is an abbreviation for the salutation Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The names of other Prophets and Messengers are followed by the symbol as, an abbreviation for Alayhis-Salam (peace be upon him). The actual salutations have not generally been set out in full, but they should nevertheless, be understood as being repeated in full in each case.


  Publisher
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  Facsimile of the original Urdu title page printed in 1902
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  [Translation of the Original Urdu Title Page]


  This revelation has been published in ‘The Green Announcement’


  Hasten towards this ark of ours, for it belongs to the All-Knowing Lord.


  My heart bursts with grief for the people due to the plague; nay, this is no plague, it is a raging storm.


  This is revelation from God, which has been sent down to me in the form of Quranic verses.


   اِصۡنَعِ الۡفُلۡکَ بِاَعۡیُنِنَا وَوَحۡیِنَااِنَّ الَّذِیۡنَ یُبَایِعُوۡنَکَ اِنَّمَا یُبَایِعُوۡنَ اللّٰہَ ؕ یَدُ اللّٰہِ فَوۡقَ اَیۡدِیۡھِمۡ 


  Translation: Construct the ark before Our eyes and according to Our command. Those who swear allegiance to thee swear allegiance to God. The hand of God is over their hands.


  The treatise ‘Heavenly Inoculation’ which has been prepared about the plague for my community.


  It is named


  Noah’s Ark


  The second name is


  An Invitation to Faith


  The third name is


  The Revival of Faith


  اِرۡکَبُوۡا فِیۡھَا بِسۡمِ اللّٰہِ مَ‍‍جۡؔرٖھَا وَمُرۡسٰھٰا لَا عَاصِمَ الْیَوْمَ مِنْ اَمْرِاللّٰہِ الّٰا مَنْ رَّحِمَ


  Board this Noah’s Ark. In the name of Allah is its course and its mooring. On this day, none can be saved from the decree of God, except by Him. It is only He who can show mercy.


  5 October 1902


  Published in Qadian by Hakeem Fazl Deen of Bhera 
at Ziya-ul-Islam Press for the guidance and teaching 
of my community and those who seek the truth.


  مَا یَفۡعَلُ اللّٰہُ بِعَذَابِکُمۡ اِنۡ شَکَرۡتُمۡ وَاٰمَنۡتُمۡ ؕ وَکَانَ اللّٰہُ شَاکِرًا عَلِیۡمًا۔


  Translation: If you believe and if you are thankful – for God has Himself appointed the means for your deliverance – why should God punish you?


  Number of Copies Printed: 5,000
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  The Treatise Noah’s Ark 


  or


  ‘The Revival of Faith’


  1بِسۡمِ اللّٰہِ الرَّحۡمٰنِ الرَّحِیۡمِ


  2نَحْمَدُہٗ وَ نُصَلِّیْ عَلٰی رَسُوْلِہِ الْکَرِیْمِ


  The Plague Vaccine


  لَّنۡ یُّصِیۡبَنَاۤ اِلَّا مَا کَتَبَ اللّٰہُ لَنَا ۚ ھُوَ مَوۡلٰنَا ۚ وَعَلَی اللّٰہِ فَلۡیَتَوَکَّلِ الۡمُؤۡمِنُوۡنَ


  Part 10, Ruku 133


  Translation: Surely, nothing shall befall us save that which God has decreed for us. He is our Lord and our Master. And only in Him should the believers put their trust.


  Gratitude is due to the eminent British government who, showing kindness to its subjects, has once again advised inoculation against the plague, and has undertaken the expenditure of hundreds of thousands of rupees for the welfare of the servants of God. In truth, it is the duty of wise subjects to welcome this undertaking with gratefulness. Anyone who views1314 the inoculation with mistrust is immensely foolish and is his own enemy, for it has been observed time and again that this cautious government is averse to administering any harmful treatment, and prescribes only remedies that have been thoroughly tested and proven to be effective. It is against the norms of honesty and civility to attribute ulterior motives to a government which has, and continues to spend, hundreds and thousands of rupees and resources out of genuine sympathy for its subjects.


  Unfortunate are the subjects who reach such a degree of mistrust. There can be no doubt that until now inoculation is by far the best physical remedy that the government has found, and there is no denying that this remedy has proven to be effective. It is the duty of all subjects to make use of the means that are available to them so that they may relieve the government of the pain it feels for them. This notwithstanding, we must say to this kind government with all due respect that had there not been a heavenly prohibition for us, we would have been the first among its subjects to be inoculated. The heavenly prohibition is that God in this age desires to show a heavenly sign of His mercy to mankind. Addressing me, He said: ‘You and those who dwell within the four walls of your house; those who unconditionally follow you and are obedient to you, and who on account of true righteousness have become devoted to you, shall all be safeguarded against the plague. This will be a sign of God in the Latter Days so that He might demonstrate a distinction between1415 people. But those who do not follow you completely are not of you. Be not anxious on their account.’


  This is a divine directive, on account of which I, myself and all those who dwell within the four walls of my house have no need to be inoculated. For as I have mentioned, God — who is the Lord of heaven and earth, and beyond whose knowledge and power there is nothing — revealed to me long ago that He would save everyone who lives inside the four walls of this house from death by the plague, provided he gives up all antagonism and enters into the allegiance of Bay’at4 in all sincerity, submission and humility. He must not be arrogant, wilful, proud, heedless or vain towards God’s commands and His Appointed One, and his conduct ought to be in conformity with my teachings. He has also told me that Qadian will be saved from such ravages of the plague that cause people to die like dogs and become mad with grief and confusion, and that generally the members of this community, however large in number, will be safe against the plague as compared to my opponents. However, such of my followers may fall prey to the plague who do not fully abide by their pledge, or concerning whom there is some hidden reason in the knowledge of God. But in the end people will marvel and acknowledge that, by relative comparison, the support of God is1516 with these people, and that He has saved them through His special mercy in a way that has no precedence.


  Certain uninformed people will be startled to hear this, others will laugh, while others will denounce me as mad, and still others will wonder if such a God really exists who can send down His mercy without resorting to physical means. The answer is, yes, such a powerful God does indeed exist, and if He was not so, those who are close to Him would have died a living death. He is wonderfully Omnipotent and marvellous are His holy powers. While, on the one hand, He allows ignorant opponents to attack His friends like dogs, on the other hand He commands the angels to serve them. In the same way, when His wrath comes upon the world and His anger surges against the wrongdoers, God watches over and protects His chosen ones. Were it not so, the entire mission of the people of God would end in disarray and no one would be able to recognise them. His powers are infinite, but they are revealed to people in proportion to their belief. Those who are blessed with certainty and love, and sever all ties for Him, and have broken free from selfish habits, it is for their sake that miracles are shown. God does what He wills, but He chooses to demonstrate His miraculous powers only to those who break from their ill habits for His sake. In this day and age there are very few people who know Him and believe in His extraordinary powers. On the contrary, there are many who have no belief1617 whatsoever in this All-Powerful God, whose voice is heard by everything and for whom nothing is impossible.


  At this instance, let it be remembered that to seek treatment for the plague or other diseases is not a sin. In fact, it is recorded in a Hadith that there is no disease for which God has not created a remedy. However, I consider it a sin to throw doubt on this sign by recourse to inoculation, for it is a sign which God, for our sake, wishes to demonstrate clearly in the world. I dare not demean His true sign and His true promise by resorting to inoculation. If I did, I would be accountable for the sin of not believing in the promise that God has given to me. If I were to benefit from inoculation, then I should be grateful to the doctor who invented the vaccine, and not to God who promised me that He would protect everyone dwelling in this house.


  I proclaim by way of insight that the promises of the Omnipotent God are indeed true. And I see the coming days as if they have already come. I am also convinced that the principal aim of this eminent government is to protect the people from the plague by any means. In order to be safeguarded from the plague, if the government were to discover a remedy more effective than the vaccine, it would happily adopt it. Clearly, therefore, the path that God has commanded me to follow does not conflict with the objectives of this eminent government.
1718

  Twenty years ago, a prophecy regarding this great affliction of the plague was recorded in my book Barahin-e-Ahmadiyyah and it was also promised therein that my community would be greatly blessed. See Barahin-e-Ahmadiyyah pages 518 and 519.


  In addition to this, God Almighty has emphatically declared that He will deliver from the affliction of the plague those sincere inhabitants of my home who are not arrogant before Him and His Appointed One. In relative comparison to others, God will grant this community a special favour. It is possible that there may be the odd case in my community due to a weakness of faith or a lack of action or death at its appointed time or on account of other causes which are known to God. However, rare instances as these cannot constitute the general rule. Whenever a comparison is made, the majority is given precedence. The government has itself found after investigation that those who make use of the plague vaccine have a lower fatality rate than those who do not. Therefore, just as the occasional death does not diminish the value of the vaccination, similarly, if there are occasional instances of the plague in Qadian or a few members of this community die from the disease, the grandeur of this sign will not diminish. This prophecy has been recorded in accordance with the undefiled Word of God. It does not befit an intelligent person to mock heavenly decree impetuously, for it is the Word of God and not the utterances of a soothsayer; it comes forth from a vista of light, not from the darkness of conjecture.
1819

  These are the words of He who has raised the plague and who has the power to eradicate it. Our government will invariably give credence to this prophecy once it witnesses the wonder that the people of our community will remain safe and sound from the plague in much greater numbers than the vaccinated. I say with true conviction that if this prophecy is not fulfilled exactly as it has been publicised for over the last twenty to twenty-two years, then I am not from God. As a sign that I am from Allah, the sincere people who live in the four walls of my home shall be protected from death by this disease. And, in comparison to others, my entire community will be saved from the onslaught of the plague. The security enjoyed by my community will not be shared by other people. Qadian will be saved from such an outbreak of the plague, which causes utter destruction except in the rarest of circumstances. Alas! If only the people possessed pure hearts and feared God, they would be saved completely. For calamities are not sent upon anyone in the world because of theological differences. Such matters will be decided in the hereafter. In reality, the world is afflicted by chastisement because of the spread of evil, pride and rampant sin. Let it also be borne in mind that both the Holy Quran and even certain books of the1920 Torah5 foretell that plague will break out in the time of the Promised Messiah. In fact, the Messiah, peace be upon him, also spoke of this in the Gospel. It is impossible for the prophecies of the Messengers to be revoked.


  It should also be kept in mind that on account of this divine promise, it is necessary for me to eschew any human contingencies, lest our enemies attribute this divine sign to other agencies. However, in addition to this, should God Almighty Himself disclose any other means or remedy to me through His word, then such means or remedy would not contravene this sign, for they emanate from God who has manifested this sign. No one should labour under the illusion that if a rare death occurs on account of the plague within my community, this would vitiate the greatness and stature of this sign. In old times, Moses and Joshua, and ultimately our Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, were commanded to slay with the sword those who first raised the sword against them and who shed the blood of hundreds. Furthermore, this was a sign from the Prophets, after which a grand victory was achieved. Yet, despite this, in the field of battle the truthful too were slain by the swords of the wrongdoers, but very few. Such a loss was not significant enough2021 to spoil the grandeur of this sign. Accordingly, if on the rare occasion, some members from among my community were to contract the plague, owing to the reasons already specified, their affliction shall in no way diminish this divine sign. Is it not a magnificent sign that I repeatedly declare that God Almighty will manifest this prophecy as to leave no one who seeks the truth in any doubt concerning it; and that every such person will surely recognise that God has miraculously protected this community?


  Indeed, as a result of this divine sign, the plague will cause this community to grow manifold and enjoy a level of success so unprecedented that it will be heralded with great astonishment. If God does not manifest some distinction between this community and others according to the prophecy, then the opponents, who have hitherto suffered one defeat after another, as I have written in my book Nuzul-ul-Masih, will be justified in proclaiming me a liar. Thus far, they have only managed to heap a curse upon themselves by rejecting me. For example, they raised an ongoing hue and cry that Atham6 had not died within the fifteen month period, even though the prophecy was clearly worded that if he returned to the truth then he will not perish within the fifteen months. And it so happened that during the2122 very course of our debate, he recanted from referring to the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, as the antichrist before seventy respectable men. Not only this, but in the subsequent fifteen months, his silence and fear testified to his contrition. The grounds to this prophecy was that he had referred to the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, as the antichrist and so his repentance benefited him only to the extent that he did not die within fifteen months, but he did ultimately perish. This was because the prophecy stated that whosoever out of the two of us was false in his beliefs would be the first to die. Therefore, he passed away before me. Similarly, other matters of the unseen that God has revealed to me which have come to pass at their appropriate time, number no less than ten thousand. By way of example, I have recorded only a hundred and fifty such signs in my book Nuzul-ul-Masih, which is to be published and I have complemented this with supporting evidence and witnesses. All of my prophecies have been fulfilled, or in the case of those prophecies which consist of two parts, at least one part has come true so far. Even if a person were to strive all his life in the hope of finding a prophecy that was uttered from my mouth, about which one could assert that it has remained unfulfilled, he will not be able to find a single one. However, out of shamelessness or ignorance, one is free to say whatever he likes. I emphatically declare that thousands of my prophecies, which are clear in nature, have been categorically fulfilled and hundreds2223 of thousands of people are witness to this. With the exception of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, no similar example can be found from the Prophets of the past. If only my enemies had judged me by this criterion, their eyes would have been opened long ago. If they were able to present the like of these prophecies, I would be more than willing to give them a handsome reward.


  I can only attribute mischievous and ignorant attempts to disprove my prophecies to wretchedness and ill-thinking. They would surely have to retract their assertions if asked to discuss the matter in a gathering that was held to ascertain the truth; or else they would have to be called shameless. The fulfilment of thousands of prophecies to the letter along with thousands of witnesses to attest to their truth, who are still alive, is not an insignificant matter. This is akin to showing God, the Lord of Honour and Glory. Has anyone ever witnessed a time, except for the era of the Prophet [Muhammad(sa)], when thousands of prophecies were made and the brilliant fulfilment of each and every one of them was testified to by thousands of witnesses? I am quite certain that the manner in which God Almighty now draws near and manifests Himself and reveals hundreds of matters of the unseen to His servant, is almost unprecedented in past ages. In this age, people will soon witness a manifestation of the countenance of God Almighty, as if He has descended from heaven. He kept Himself hidden for a very long time. He was2324 rejected and remained silent, but now He shall conceal Himself no longer and the world will witness manifestations of His power the likes of which their forefathers never saw. This will come to pass because the earth has been corrupted and people have lost faith in the Creator of the heavens and the earth. They pay lip service to Him but their hearts are estranged from Him. That is why God has declared that now He will create a new heaven and a new earth. This means that the earth has perished, that is, the hearts of the people of earth have so hardened as if they are dead. The face of God has become hidden from them and heavenly signs of the past were all reduced to myth and legend. Thus, God has decreed to create a new heaven and a new earth.


  What is this new heaven? And what is this new earth? A new earth means those pure hearts that God is preparing with His own hand, which will be manifested by Him and through whom God will be manifested. A new heaven means those signs which are being shown by His command at the hand of His servant. It is a pity, however, that the world has opposed this new manifestation of God. They have nothing in hand but tales; their God is spawned by their own fancies. Their hearts are crooked, their resolve is weary and their eyes are veiled. Other nations have lost the true God themselves, let alone those who have deified the offspring of men.


  Look at the state of the Muslims; how far detached from God they are. They are bitter opponents of the truth, and are like2425 sworn enemies of the path of righteousness. For example, there is the Nadwat-ul-Ulama, who claim to represent Islam, or the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam Lahore, who take the wealth of Muslims in the name of Islam. Are these people well-wishers of Islam? Are they supporters of the right path? Are they aware of the tribulations that have smothered Islam and are they cognizant of the methods of revival employed by God? I truthfully declare that if I had not come, their claims to support Islam might have been acceptable to some extent. But now these people stand accused by God Himself; for despite claiming to be supportive, they were the first to deny the star of heaven when it emerged.


  Now what answer will they give to God who has sent me precisely at the appointed time? Alas, they are completely heedless. The sun has almost reached its zenith, but by their reckoning it is still night. God’s fountain gushes forth but they continue to lament in their wastelands. A river of His heavenly knowledge flows before them but they are completely oblivious to it. His signs continue to become manifest but they remain utterly unmindful of them. In fact, not only are they unmindful but they harbour hostility towards the community of God. So these are their efforts for the sake of assisting, propagating and teaching Islam! However, will the rejection of these people halt the true will of God, which all the Prophets have testified to since the remotest2526 ages? Certainly not! Instead, God’s prophecy, 7کَتَبَ اللّٰہُ لَاَغۡلِبَنَّ اَنَا وَرُسُلِیۡ  will soon be fulfilled. Ten years ago today, God testified in favour of His servant by causing the sun and the moon to eclipse in Ramadan. He caused the luminary of day and the luminary of night to bear testimony in my favour and thus manifested two signs. Similarly, in fulfilment of the prophecies of the Prophets, He also showed two earthly signs:


  
    	You read the first of these in the Holy Quran as stated: 


  


  8وَاِذَا الۡعِشَارُ عُطِّلَتۡ


  Then, in the Hadith as you read:


  9وَلَیُتْرَ کَنَّ الْقِلَاصُ فَلَا یُسْعٰی عَلَیْھَا


  For the fulfilment of this a railway in the land of Hejaz i.e. between Mecca and Medina is being constructed.


  
    	The second sign is the plague, as God Almighty says:


  


  10وَاِنۡ مِّنۡ قَرۡیَۃٍ اِلَّا نَحۡنُ مُھْلِکُوۡھَا قَبۡلَ یَوۡمِ الۡقِیٰمَۃِ اَوۡ مُعَذِّبُوۡھَا

2627
  So, God introduced the railway in the land and also sent the plague so that the heaven and earth may bear witness. So do not war with God, as to war with Him will be sheer folly. In the past, when God decreed to make Adam a Khalifah, the angels put forth their plea. But was God held back by their submission? Now when He has raised the second Adam, He has declared: اَرَدْتُ اَنْ اَسْتَخْلِفَ فَخَلَقْتُ اٰدَمَ, that is, I decreed to raise a Khalifah and have thus decided to raise this Adam. Can anyone halt the will of God? So why do you present this worthless conjecture and not tread the path of certainty? Do not put yourself to trial and know for certain that there is no one who can frustrate the will of God. Such disputes are against the path of righteousness. But, should anyone be prey to doubt, there is another method. On the basis of God’s revelation, I have received glad tiding that the group of individuals who pay heed to my words will be saved from the punishment of the plague and this has been published. Similarly, other people who possess heartfelt concern for the welfare of their people should also secure the good news from God Almighty that their co-religionists will be protected from the plague. Then, they too ought to publish this prophecy so that the public knows that they enjoy God’s support. In fact, this too is a wonderful opportunity for the Christians who ever proclaim that salvation lies with the Messiah. Surely, in these days of peril, they too are obliged to deliver their fellow Christians from the plague. So, of all these denominations, the one whom God heeds the2728 most will have to be considered as accepted by Him. Now, God has given everyone the opportunity to cease unnecessary indulgence in debates on earth and instead show the level of their acceptance so that they can be saved from the plague and their own truth may become evident as well. This is particularly true for the Christian clergy who have declared the Messiah son of Mary to be the saviour of the world and the hereafter. If they truly believe the Son of Mary to be the Lord of this world and the next, then they are entitled to witness a manifestation of salvation through his atonement. This will also ease the problems of the eminent government. In order to save their people and deliver them from the plague, the various denominations present in British India, who consider themselves true in their faith, ought to repair to their God whom they believe in, or any other being whom they deem worthy of worship besides God, and call on Him to save these afflicted souls. And they ought to attain a firm promise from their God and publish it in the form of announcements just as I have published this announcement. Not only is such a course wholly in the interest of all creation, but will also help establish the truth of their particular faith and shall also provide assistance to the government. What more does the administration desire than the deliverance of its people from the plague, by any means possible?

2829

  Finally, through the publication of this announcement, I wish to make it known to the members of my community — who are spread throughout the Punjab and elsewhere in India — that they are not prohibited from taking the vaccine. Should the government categorically order their vaccination, they ought to duly comply with this directive and have the vaccine administered to them. And it would be appropriate for those who are given a choice in this respect to avail it, if they do not fully follow the teachings that have been delivered to them; so that they do not stumble, or permit their own miserable state to spawn doubt regarding the promise of God in the minds of others. Below, I briefly expound on the teaching — which, if followed precisely, can stave off the onslaught of the plague — for anyone who may have an interest to know.


  
    


    
      1 In the name of Allah the Gracious the Merciful. [Publisher]

    

    
      2 We praise Him and invoke His blessings upon His Noble Messenger. [Publisher]

    

    
      3 At-Tawbah, 9:51 [Publisher]

    

    
      4 Oath of allegiance to a religious leader. [Publisher]

    

    
      5 The occurrence of the plague in the time of the Promised Messiah is recorded in the following books of the Bible: Zachariah 14:12, the Gospel of Matthew 24:8 and Revelations 22:8.

    

    
      6 Abdullah Atham was a retired civil servant and a prominent Christian polemicist who famously debated with the Promised Messiah(as) on the truth of Christianity and Islam. The debate lasted from 22 May to 5 June 1893. [Publisher]

    

    
      7 Allah has decreed: ‘Most surely I will prevail, I and My Messengers.’ (Surah Al-Mujadalah, 58:22) [Publisher]

    

    
      8 And when the she-camels, ten-month pregnant, are abandoned. (Surah At-Takwir, 81:5) [Publisher]

    

    
      9 The she-camels shall be abandoned and shall not be used. [Publisher]

    

    
      10 There is not a township but We shall destroy it before the Day of Resurrection, or punish it… (Surah Bani Isra’il, 17:59) [Publisher]
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  Conclusion


  All the counsel I have written is intended to increase my community in the fear of God Almighty; and so that they become worthy of being saved from His wrath, which is currently ablaze on earth; and so that they may be saved from the plague, which is prevalent in these days. It is true piety which pleases God (Alas! How rare is true piety). God safeguards a truly righteous person from affliction in no ordinary way but in the manner of a sign.


  Many deceitful and ignorant persons claim to be pious, but truly pious are those whose virtue is established by a sign from God. Anyone can claim to love God, but only those love Him, whose devotion is testified to by heaven. Everyone claims that their religion is true, but only the religion of such a one is true who is bestowed heavenly light in this very life. Everyone claims that they will attain salvation, but only such a person is true in their word who sees the heavenly light of salvation in this very world. Strive therefore, to become the beloved of God so that you may be saved from every affliction. A truly righteous person will be protected from the plague for they have found sanctuary with God. So become truly righteous. You know well what God has said regarding the plague. It is the fire of divine wrath. Save yourself from this fire. A person who sincerely follows me and is not unfaithful, indolent, unmindful, and torn between virtue145146 and sin shall be saved. But others who tread indolently on this path and do not wholeheartedly advance in piety, or who prostrate before the world, put themselves to trial.


  Show complete obedience to God in all respects. The time has now come for all those who consider themselves members of my community to sacrifice their wealth for the sake of this community as well. A person who can afford even a penny ought to donate that penny towards the expenditure of the community on a monthly basis. Those who can afford to give a rupee per month should donate a rupee every month. The costs of hospitality aside, religious projects also require substantial funds. Hundreds of guests come to visit, but comfortable guesthouses have not been built until now due to a lack of funds, though this is necessary. Sufficient bedding is not available either. The mosque requires an extension. Our print and publishing efforts lag behind our opponents. For every fifty thousand magazines and religious journals published by the Christians each month, we are barely able to consistently produce a thousand. Thus, every member of the community ought to aid such projects according to their means, so that God Almighty extends to them His help as well. It is better to consistently contribute every month even if only a small amount, than to donate after long intervals according to one’s whim. Every person’s sincerity is determined by their service. Dear ones! The time has come to serve religion and assist its cause. Prize this opportunity—it shall not come again. Those upon whom Zakat is liable should send their contributions here. You should all guard yourselves against frivolities and spend your wealth in this146147 cause. Be loyal in all circumstances so that you may be blessed with favour and the Holy Spirit, for this reward has been prepared for those who have entered this community. The greatest manifestation of the Holy Spirit was shown to our Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. At times, the Holy Spirit appeared to certain Prophets in the form of a dove, or in the form of a cow to other Prophets and avatars, or in various other semblances to others. The Holy Spirit did not manifest itself in the guise of a human being until the advent of the perfect man, that is to say, our Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. When, however, the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, appeared, since he was the perfect man, the Holy Spirit also manifested itself upon him in the form of a human being. As this powerful manifestation of the Holy Spirit encompassed the entire breadth of heaven and earth, for this reason, the teaching of the Holy Quran remained safeguarded against polytheism. Conversely, the Holy Spirit manifested itself to the founder of Christianity in an exceedingly frail form, that is, a dove; therefore, the unholy spirit, namely Satan, attained ascendancy over the religion. He exhibited his power and might in the likeness of an enormous serpent and assailed Christianity. This is the reason that the Holy Quran has referred to the misguidance of Christianity as being the most terrible on earth. It states that the deification of a human as God and to attribute a son to God is such a grave sin on earth that it could well rend heaven and earth asunder and shatter it into pieces. So, Christianity has been mentioned and refuted in the very beginning147148 of the Quran as is understood from the verse,1اِیَّاکَ نَعۡبُدُ and 2وَلَا الضَّآلِّیۡنَ, and then again at its close as is evident from the following:


  3قُلۡ ھُوَ اللّٰہُ اَحَدٌاَللّٰہُ الصَّمَدُ لَمۡ یَلِدۡ  وَلَمۡ یُوۡلَدۡ


  The middle part of the Quran also mentions the evil of the Christian faith as is apparent from the verse:


  4تَکَادُالسّمٰوٰتُ یَتَفَطَّرْنَ مِنْہُ


  Thus, according to the Quran, since the creation of the world, creature worship and falsehood have never been so rampant as in this age. This is why the Christians alone were called for a prayer-duel and no other polytheists. It is not difficult to understand why the Holy Spirit appeared in earlier times in the guise of birds and other animals. I do point out, however, that this was an indication of the fact that the nature of our Prophet(sa) was so excellent that he, as it were, compelled the Holy Spirit to appear before him in the form of a human being. Why do you lose heart when you follow such a magnificent Prophet? Display such conduct that even the angels in heaven are left astonished at your loyalty and purity, and invoke blessings upon you. Submit to death so that you might be granted life. Cleanse your inner selves of selfish passions so that God may settle in you. Completely148149 sever your earthly ties on the one hand, and establish a perfect heavenly relationship on the other. May God help you.


  I now conclude and pray that my teachings prove beneficial for you. May such a transformation take place within you that you become the stars of the earth, and that the earth is illumined by the light you have been granted by your Lord. Ameen, and again, Ameen.


  5
یَا عِبَادَاللّٰہِ اُذَکِّرُکُمْ اَیّامَ اللّٰہِ وَاُذَکِّرُکُمْ تَقْوَی الْقُلُوْبِ۔
اِنّہٗ مَنْ یَّاتِ رَبَّہٗ مُجْرِمًا فَاِنَّ لَہٗ جَھَنَّمَ لَا یَمُوْتُ فِیْھَا وَلَا یَحْیٰ۔
فَلَا تُخْلِدُوْا اِلٰی زِیْنَۃِ الدُّنْیَا وَزُوْرِھَا وَاتَّقُوا اللّٰہَ۔
اِنَّ اللّٰہَ وَمَلٰٓئِکَتَہٗ یُصَلُّوۡنَ عَلَی النَّبِیِّ ؕ یٰۤاَیُّھَا الَّذِیۡنَ اٰمَنُوۡا صَلُّوۡا عَلَیۡہِ وَسَلِّمُوۡا تَسۡلِیۡمًا۔
اَللّٰھُمَّ صَلِّ عَلٰی مُحَمَّدٍ وَّ عَلٰی اٰلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وَبَارِکْ وَسَلِّمْ۔



149

  
    


    
      1 Thee alone do we worship (Surah Al-Fatihah, 1:5) [Publisher]

    

    
      2 And those who have not gone astray (Surah Al-Fatihah, 1:7) [Publisher]

    

    
      3 Say, He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Independent and Besought of all. He begets not, nor is He begotten; (Surah Al-Ikhlas, 112:2-4) [Publisher]

    

    
      4 The heavens might well-nigh burst thereat (Surah Maryam, 19:91)

    

    
      5 O Servants of Allah! I remind you of the coming of His days and admonish you to adopt righteousness of heart. Verily, he who comes to his Lord a sinner— for him is hell; he shall neither die therein nor live. (Surah Taha, 20:75) [Publisher]


      Do not be ensnared by the beauty and adornment of this world. And seek help with patience and Prayer; (Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:46) [Publisher]


      Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet. O ye who believe! You also should invoke blessings on him and salute him with the salutation of peace. (Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:57) [Publisher]


      We invoke your grace and blessings on Muhammad and his Ummah.[Publisher]

    
  

150
  Prophecy About the Plague in Verse


نشان اگرچہ نہ تھا در اختیار کس بودست

مگر نشان بدهم از نشان زِ دادارم

کہ آن سعید زِ طاعون نجات خواہد یافت

کہ جَست و جُست پنا ہے بچار دیوارم

مرا قسم  بخداوند خویش و عظمت

کہ ہست ایں ہمہ ازوحی پاک گفتارم

چہ حاجت است بہ بحث دِگر ہمیں کافیست

برائے آنکہ سیہ شد دلش زِ انکارم

اگر دروغ بر آید ہر آنچہ وعدۀ من

رواست گر ہمہ خیزند بہر پیکارم


  1
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      1 Although it is not within the power of anyone to show a sign, 
But I show you a sign from God.


      Such a fortunate one shall be delivered from the plague,
Who fears [God] and seeks refuge in the four walls of my home.


      I swear by God and by His Majesty,
All my words flow from divine revelation.


      So what is there to quarrel with now, this should suffice,
For anyone whose heart has fallen dark due to rejecting me.


      If the promise that I have made proves false,
It is only right that everyone stands up to fight against me.


      [Publisher]

    
  

151
  A Request for Donations


  For an Extension of ‘the House’


  In anticipation of the likely dissemination of the plague throughout the country, it has been noted that there is a dire shortage of space in my home, part of which is occupied by male guests and another part by female guests. As you are aware, Allah Exalted be His Glory has promised to especially safeguard all those who dwell within its four walls. My partners in the inheritance of the late Ghulam Haider’s home have agreed to give over to me my stake and sell to me its remaining portion as well. In my view this house, which can become an extension to my home, can be prepared within a cost of two thousand. Since there is a danger that the time of this plague is near and in accordance with the glad-tiding of divine revelation this home will serve as an ark in the storm of this plague, no one knows how many persons might benefit from the promise of this glad-tiding, therefore, this work is of immediate nature. We ought to trust in God who is the Creator, the Provider and the One who sees our good deeds and make every effort in His cause. Although this home of mine is like an ark, it can no longer accommodate any further men or women — therefore an extension is necessary.


  والسّلام علی من اتبع الھدٰی [Peace be on those who follow guidance].


  Announced by,


  Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian

151

153
  Glossary


  Ahl-e-Hadith – Literally means, ‘The People of Hadith.’ This is a sect of Islam which believes that the Hadith of the Holy Prophet(sa) take precedence over the Holy Quran as a primary source for theology. In general it may also refer to those who give preference to oral tradition over divine scripture.


  Ameen – A term which literally means ‘so let it be’ and is used at the end of a supplication to pray that God may accept it. It is similar in meaning to ‘amen.’


  Bay’at – Oath of allegiance to a religious leader; initiation at the hands of a Prophet or his Khalifah. Literally means ‘to be sold’. 


  Hadith – Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa).


  Hajj – Pilgrimage to the Ka’bah, which takes place once a year. All Muslims who are able must perform the pilgrimage at least once in their lifetime as a pillar of faith.


  Imam Mahdi – A title meaning ‘Guided Leader,’ given to the Reformer of the Latter Days prophesied by the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa).


  Insha’allah – Literally means, ‘If Allah wills’ and is a phrase used by Muslims as a prayer to seek blessings from Allah to accomplish any task.

153154
  Jizyah – A tax paid in lieu of military service by non-Muslims living in a Muslim State in return for which non-Muslim citizens were guaranteed protection from external and internal aggression.


  Khalifah – Caliph is derived from the Arabic word Khalifah, which means ‘successor’. In Islamic terminology, the word righteous Khalifah is applied to one of the four Khulafa who continued the mission of the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa), the Holy Prophet of Islam. Ahmadi Muslims refer to a successor of the Promised Messiah(as) as Khalifatul-Masih. Khulafa is the plural of Khalifah.


  Khatam-ul-Anbiya – The Seal of the Prophets, a title accorded to the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa).


  Khatam-ul-Khulafa – Literally means the Seal of the Khulafa.


  Khatm-e-Nubuwwat – Refers to the lofty status granted to the Holy Prophet(sa) and means ‘Seal of Prophethood’. In other words, it infers that all the qualities and attributes of prophethood have reached their final point of perfection in the person of the Prophet Muhammad(sa).


  Khula – The legal right endowed to a woman in the Islamic Shariah to seek a divorce.


  Mahram – Mahram is a term in Islamic jurisprudence which refers to such men or women with whom marriage is impermissible.

154155
  Mi’raj – A spiritual experience of the Prophet Muhammad(sa) where he ascended into the heavens.


  Nabi – Literally means ‘Prophet’ and is a term used in the Holy Quran to refer to someone who receives abundant news of the unseen from God.


  Qawwali – A style of music employed by certain Sufi sects within Islam as a form of devotion and worship.


  Rak’at – One cycle in the formal prayer observed by Muslims, which consists of standing and bowing positions as well as prostration.


  Sunnah – Practice of the Holy Prophet(sa).


  Surah – A chapter of the Holy Quran


  Zakat – The fourth pillar in Islam known as obligatory almsgiving, which constitutes the social support system in Islam for the distribution of wealth. The poor and needy are provided for by the contributions of the rich and affluent. Literally means, ‘increase’ or ‘purification.’
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