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Introduction

The book Hazrat Nuh is based on the scriptural description found in the Holy Qur'an, which is about the life history of the ancient Prophet Nuh or Noah. Peace be upon him. Hazrat Nuh (as) was a Law-bearing Prophet sent by God Almighty to his people. The Holy Qur'an states that during his time, people had started worshipping idols and had fallen into the depths of moral and spiritual darkness. Hazrat Nuh (as) tried to bring them back to Allah, but only a few entered his fold. Most of them rejected the message of Allah and treated Hazrat Nuh (as) with contempt. They even threatened him with stoning and expulsion from the town.

Hazrat Nuh (as) prayed to God Almighty to judge and treated Hazrat Nuh (as) with contempt. They even threatened him with stoning and expulsion from the town.

Hazrat Nuh (as) prayed to God Almighty to judge between him and his people who not only rejected him but were bent upon his destruction and of those who had believed in him. Responding to his prayers, Allah decided to punish the wrongdoers and save the believers. A mighty flood came, and the non-believers were drowned while the believers were all saved in the ark Hazrat Nuh (as) had been guided by Allah to build for this express purpose.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an about the stories of prophets:


    لَقَدۡ کَانَ فِیۡ قَصَصِہِمۡ عِبۡرَۃٌ لِّاُولِی الۡاَلۡبَابِ




Assuredly, in their narrative, it is a lesson for men of understanding.1

This book serves this very purpose by making available to children the story of Hazrat Nuh (as) in an easy-to-read manner that also explains some important issues, such as the age of Hazrat Nuh (as) and why his son perished despite an apparent promise that being a member of the household of Hazrat Nuh (as) he would be saved.

This book is the work of the Children's Book Committee, which was established by Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him) and has been working under his guidance. After his demise in April 2003, the Committee continued its work under the guidance and supervision of Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih V (may Allah be his Helper). We thank the former chairman of the Book Committee, the late Rashid Ahmad Chaudhry, and his team, namely Mansoor Saqi, Masroor Ahmad, and Syed Muhammad Arif Nasser, responsible for the previous edition of this book. For the 2020 edition, we are indebted to Waseem Sayed, Bushra Shahid, Hallah Shams, Rawan Malas, Asifah Mirza, and others. May Allah bless them for their dedication and hard work and reward them abundantly in this world and in the Hereafter.

The readers may like to test their knowledge by answering questions or doing the various activities which are given at the end. A glossary of difficult words is also provided.

Munir-ud-Din Shams
Additional Wakeel-ut-Tasneef, London
February 2020




1 12:112



Historical Background

In ancient times, there lived a Prophet called Hazrat Nuh or Noah, peace be upon him. The Bible tells us that his father's name was Lamech and that he lived nine generations after Hazrat Adam, peace be upon him.

Hazrat Nuh (as) was a Law-bearing Prophet, meaning that he brought Shariah, a Divine Law. The Law was revealed to him because, in his time, the human mind had reached such a stage of development that it was able to understand and comprehend Divine attributes. Moreover, as people in Hazrat Nuh (as) 's time laid down the foundation of human civilization, those evils that normally appear in a civilized society began to appear in them. So, a Divine Law was needed to guide mankind to the right path.

There are two kinds of Prophets sent by God Almighty. Some Prophets bring a new Law or Shariah. Others do not bring a new Law but follow the Law or Shariah of the previous Law-bearing Prophet.

The Bible tells us that Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.1'Walking with God' means that all his acts were according to the Will of God. He lived in a valley surrounded by huge mountains in Mesopotamia in Southern Iraq. There were a great many springs flowing from the mountains in that area.




1 The Bible, Genesis, 6:9 



The Age of Hazrat Nuh

The Holy Qur'an says:


    وَلَقَدۡ اَرۡسَلۡنَا نُوۡحًا اِلٰی قَوۡمِہٖ فَلَبِثَ فِیۡہِمۡ اَلۡفَ سَنَۃٍ اِلَّا خَمۡسِیۡنَ عَامًا





    And We certainly sent Noah to his people, and he dwelt among them a thousand years save fifty years.1




Therefore, his age is mentioned as 950 years in the Holy Qur'an, while the Bible gives his age as 952 years. This does not mean that he actually lived for 950 or 952 years. It is difficult to determine his actual age. Only Allah knows best. The period that the Holy Qur'an or the Bible describes is not the span of Hazrat Nuh (as)'s physical life. This period is the time Hazrat Nuh (as)'s teachings lasted. The Shariah introduced through him remained in force for about one thousand years. Many Prophets followed this Law until God revealed a new one. It extended to the time of Hazrat Ibrahim, peace be upon him, as he followed Hazrat Nuh (as)'s Shariah. It seems that the first fifty years of Hazrat Nuh (as)'s ministry were the years of spiritual progress for his community, after which the spiritual condition of his followers began to deteriorate. This deterioration reached its height over nine hundred years.




1 (29:15)



People Return to Idol Worship

The people of Hazrat Nuh (as)'s time had become corrupt. Instead of worshipping the One and Only God, they started to worship idols made of wood or stone. They had many idols. Five of these idols were very popular. Their names were Wadd, Suwa, Yaghuth, Yauq and Nasr. It is said that people at the time of Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, used to make statues in memory of their pious people who were long dead and place them where these pious people used to sit. Later, they deviated from the true path and started worshipping them. They were convinced that the idols would help them in their time of need, so they used to beg for everything from the idols. They followed the beliefs of their forefathers, who were idol worshippers.


	WADD was an idol made in the shape of a man. This God represented manly power.



	SUWA was in the shape of a woman. This God rep­resented female beauty.



	YAGHUTH They believed that this God would rescue them from hardship.



	YAUQ was in the shape of a horse, representing speed. They believed that this particular God would come quickly to prevent their enemy from harming them.



	NASR was in the shape of an eagle, representing long life.





God Almighty sent Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, to bring the people back to the worship of One God. He told Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, to invite his people to the way of Allah with love and wisdom.


Hazrat Nuh Conveys the Message of the Unity of God

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, was sent to his people with a divinely revealed Law. He called his people to God, to the path of success and salvation. He emphasized to them the unity of God. He said to them:


    یٰقَوۡمِ اعۡبُدُوا اللّٰہَ مَا لَکُمۡ مِّنۡ اِلٰہٍغَیۡرُہٗ ؕ اَفَلَا تَتَّقُوۡنَ 




O my people, serve Allah. You have no God other than Him. Will you not then be righteous?1

The message was delivered to them politely and with wisdom but they were not prepared to listen to him, rather they ignored him and ran away from him.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, became very sad because of such treatment at the hands of his people. Addressing his Lord, he said:


    رَبِّ اِنِّیۡ دَعَوۡتُ قَوۡمِیۡ لَیۡلًا وَّنَہَارًا ۙ﴿﴾ فَلَمۡ یَزِدۡہُمۡ دُعَآءِیۡۤ اِلَّا فِرَارًا ﴿﴾ وَاِنِّیۡ کُلَّمَا دَعَوۡتُہُمۡ لِتَغۡفِرَ لَہُمۡ جَعَلُوۡۤا اَصَابِعَہُمۡ فِیۡۤ اٰذَانِہِمۡ وَاسۡتَغۡشَوۡا ثِیَابَہُمۡ وَاَصَرُّوۡا وَاسۡتَکۡبَرُوا اسۡتِکۡبَارًا ۚ﴿﴾ ثُمَّ اِنِّیۡ دَعَوۡتُہُمۡ جِہَارًا ۙ﴿﴾ ثُمَّ اِنِّیۡۤ اَعۡلَنۡتُ لَہُمۡ وَاَسۡرَرۡتُ لَہُمۡ اِسۡرَارًا ۙ﴿﴾ فَقُلۡتُ اسۡتَغۡفِرُوۡا رَبَّکُمۡ ؕ اِنَّہٗ کَانَ غَفَّارًا ﴿ۙ﴾ یُّرۡسِلِ السَّمَآءَ عَلَیۡکُمۡ مِّدۡرَارًا ﴿ۙ﴾ وَّیُمۡدِدۡکُمۡ بِاَمۡوَالٍ وَّبَنِیۡنَ وَیَجۡعَلۡ لَّکُمۡ جَنّٰتٍ وَّیَجۡعَلۡ لَّکُمۡ اَنۡہٰرًا ﴿ؕ﴾






    My Lord, I have called my people night and day, But my calling them has only made them flee from me all the more. And every time I called them that Thou mightiest forgive them, they put their fingers into their ears and covered up their hearts, and persisted in their iniquity, and were disdainfully proud. Then, I called them to righteousness openly. Then, I preached to them in public and also spoke to them in private. And I said, 'Seek forgiveness of your Lord; for He is the Great Forgiver. He will send down rain for you in abundance, And He will strengthen you with wealth and with children, and He will give you gardens, and He will give you rivers.'2




The chiefs rejected Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, by saying:


    قَالَ الۡمَلَاُ مِنۡ قَوۡمِہٖۤ اِنَّا لَنَرٰکَ فِیۡ ضَلٰلٍ مُّبِیۡنٍ





    Surely, we see thee to be in manifest error.3




He said:


    قَالَ یٰقَوۡمِ لَیۡسَ بِیۡ ضَلٰلَۃٌ وَّلٰکِنِّیۡ رَسُوۡلٌ مِّنۡ رَّبِّ الۡعٰلَمِیۡنَ ﴿﴾ اُبَلِّغُکُمۡ رِسٰلٰتِ رَبِّیۡ وَاَنۡصَحُ لَکُمۡ وَاَعۡلَمُ مِنَ اللّٰہِ مَا لَا تَعۡلَمُوۡنَ





O my people, there is no error in me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of the worlds. I deliver to you the messages of my Lord and give you sincere advice, and I know from Allah what you do not know.4

He told them that he could not be in error, for he had come from God, therefore there was no possibility for him to move away from the path that leads to God.

He advised them to accept the message from, Allah and become righteous. He warned them of the evil consequences of the rejection of the divine message, but all his preaching and warnings fell on, deaf ears. They accused him of falsehood and ridiculed him. Instead of following him they followed their leaders, who incited them to oppose Hazrat Nuh (as).

Despite the bitter opposition of the chiefs, Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, continued preaching. He was firm in his resolve and knew very well that he was doing everything to please his Lord. He tried everything to convince his people of the truth of his message. He repeatedly asked them not to revolt against the Most Merciful God, Who had created them and provided them with food and shelter.

Once, there was no rain for a long time. The crops withered, and the fruit gardens dried up. Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, told his people that God was displeased with them because of their misdeeds. He told them that if they became true believers, God would send down rain for them in abundance and would grant them an increase in wealth and bless them with children. He would also cause their gardens to grow and rivers to flow for them, and they would prosper as a result. Hazrat Nuh (as)'s people, however, rejected him outright.

The leaders of the disbelievers told their people:


    مَا ہٰذَاۤ اِلَّا بَشَرٌ مِّثۡلُکُمۡ ۙ یُرِیۡدُ اَنۡ یَّتَفَضَّلَ عَلَیۡکُمۡ ؕ وَلَوۡ شَآءَ اللّٰہُ لَاَنۡزَلَ مَلٰٓئِکَۃً ۚۖ مَّا سَمِعۡنَا بِہٰذَا فِیۡۤ اٰبَآئِنَا الۡاَوَّلِیۡنَ ﴿ۚ﴾ اِنۡ ہُوَ اِلَّا رَجُلٌۢ بِہٖ جِنَّۃٌ فَتَرَبَّصُوۡا بِہٖ حَتّٰی حِیۡنٍ




He is only a man like yourselves; he seeks to make himself superior to you. And if Allah had so willed, He could have surely sent down angels with him. We have never heard of such a thing among our forefathers. He is only a man stricken with madness; wait, therefore, concerning him for a while.5

In ancient times, many people found it difficult to believe that a Prophet could be an ordinary human being in appearance. They thought that he should have many heads or hands. So the enemies of Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, objected to him, saying that if he was really a true Prophet, his appearance should have been different from theirs. They also accused him of trying to impose his authority on them. They told him that they would not listen to him as his teachings were opposed to the beliefs of their forefathers. They branded him a liar and accused him of madness, and hoped that he would soon perish.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, said to his people:


    فَاتَّقُوا اللّٰہَ وَاَطِیۡعُوۡنِ ﴿﴾ۚ وَمَاۤ اَسۡـَٔلُکُمۡ عَلَیۡہِ مِنۡ اَجۡرٍ ۚ اِنۡ اَجۡرِیَ اِلَّا عَلٰی رَبِّ الۡعٰلَمِیۡنَ 




So fear Allah, and obey me. And I ask of you no reward for it. My reward is only with the Lord of the worlds.6

He said:


    لَاۤ اَقُوۡلُ لَکُمۡ عِنۡدِیۡ خَزَآئِنُ اللّٰہِ وَلَاۤ اَعۡلَمُ الۡغَیۡبَ وَلَاۤ اَقُوۡلُ اِنِّیۡ مَلَکٌ




I say not to you, 'I possess the treasures of Allah,' nor do I know the unseen, nor say I, 'I am an angel.'7

He said:


    یٰقَوۡمِ اِنِّیۡ لَکُمۡ نَذِیۡرٌ مُّبِیۡنٌ




O my people! Surely I am a plain Warner unto you8

The arguments between Hazrat Nuh and his people about peace being upon him continued for a long time.

The chiefs of his people used to laugh at him saying that none of the prominent people had accepted him therefore he was bound to fail. They asked Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, to drive away those who had become his followers, as they were the people who had no status in the society and their faith was insincere.

 They said:


    اَنُؤۡمِنُ لَکَ وَاتَّبَعَکَ الۡاَرۡذَلُوۡنَ




Shall we believe thee when it is the meanest that follow thee?9

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, replied that he did not know what his followers had been doing in the past. Their past actions were God's concern alone. All that matters is that they were the believers and had submitted to the Will of Allah. He told them that his task was to keep them on the right path and away from evil. It was, therefore, not proper for him to drive his followers away simply because they happened to be of humble origin. Such an act would certainly incur God's displeasure. He told them that they might call the believers insincere, weak in faith, mean, and lowly, but after obeying the commands of Allah, they had become blessed people and respectable in the sight of Allah, while those who were non-believers were indeed ignorant.

The people did not like Hazrat Nuh (as) preaching to them. They told him that if he did not stop preaching to them, they would stone him.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, warned them of God's punishment. He told them to stop worship­ ping idols.

He said:


    یٰقَوۡمِ اعۡبُدُوا اللّٰہَ مَا لَکُمۡ مِّنۡ اِلٰہٍ غَیۡرُہٗ ؕ اِنِّیۡۤ اَخَافُ عَلَیۡکُمۡ عَذَابَ یَوۡمٍ عَظِیۡمٍ




O my people, worship Allah; you have no other God but Him. Indeed, I fear for you the punishment of the great day.10

They replied:


    قَدۡ جٰدَلۡتَنَا فَاَکۡثَرۡتَ جِدَالَنَا فَاۡتِنَا بِمَا تَعِدُنَاۤ اِنۡ کُنۡتَ مِنَ الصّٰدِقِیۡنَ




O Noah, thou hast indeed disputed with us long and hast disputed with us many a time; bring us now that with which thou threatenest us if thou art of those who speak the truth.11

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, replied:


    اِنَّمَا یَاۡتِیۡکُمۡ بِہِ اللّٰہُ اِنۡ شَآءَ وَمَاۤ اَنۡتُمۡ بِمُعۡجِزِیۡنَ ﴿﴾ وَلَا یَنۡفَعُکُمۡ نُصۡحِیۡۤ اِنۡ اَرَدۡتُّ اَنۡ اَنۡصَحَ لَکُمۡ اِنۡ کَانَ اللّٰہُ یُرِیۡدُ اَنۡ یُّغۡوِیَکُمۡ ؕ ہُوَ رَبُّکُمۡ ۟ وَاِلَیۡہِ تُرۡجَعُوۡنَ ﴿ؕ﴾




Allah alone will bring it to you if He pleases you, and you cannot frustrate God's purpose. And my advice will profit you not if I desire to advise you if Allah intends to destroy you. He is your Lord, and to Him shall you be made to return.12

Sometimes, he would say to them:


    مَا لَکُمۡ لَا تَرۡجُوۡنَ لِلّٰہِ وَقَارًا ﴿ۚ﴾ وَقَدۡ خَلَقَکُمۡ اَطۡوَارًا ﴿﴾ اَلَمۡ تَرَوۡا کَیۡفَ خَلَقَ اللّٰہُ سَبۡعَ سَمٰوٰتٍ طِبَاقًا ﴿ۙ﴾ وَّجَعَلَ الۡقَمَرَ فِیۡہِنَّ نُوۡرًا وَّجَعَلَ الشَّمۡسَ سِرَاجًا ﴿﴾ وَاللّٰہُ اَنۡۢبَتَکُمۡ مِّنَ الۡاَرۡضِ نَبَاتًا ﴿ۙ﴾ ثُمَّ یُعِیۡدُکُمۡ فِیۡہَا وَیُخۡرِجُکُمۡ اِخۡرَاجًا ﴿﴾ وَاللّٰہُ جَعَلَ لَکُمُ الۡاَرۡضَ بِسَاطًا ﴿ۙ﴾لِّتَسۡلُکُوۡا مِنۡہَا سُبُلًا فِجَاجًا




What is the matter with you? Do you not expect wisdom and staidness from Allah? And He has created you on different farms and in different conditions. Have you not seen how Allah has created seven heavens in perfect harmony and has placed the moon therein as a light and made the sun a lamp? And Allah has caused you to grow as a good growth from the earth. Then, He will cause you to return thereto, and He will bring you forth a new bringing forth. And Allah has made the earth a wide expanse for you so that you may traverse the open ways thereof.13

Even such arguments did not affect them, and they continued to ignore the Signs of Allah.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, employed all means to make his people listen to the divine message, but all his efforts became fruitless. The chiefs of his people devised a mighty plan against him. They said to one another that they should get together and oppose him with all their might. They told their people:


    لَا تَذَرُنَّ اٰلِہَتَکُمۡ وَلَا تَذَرُنَّ وَدًّا وَّلَا سُوَاعًا ۬ۙ وَّلَا یَغُوۡثَ وَیَعُوۡقَ وَنَسۡرًا




Forsake, not your gods under any circumstances. And forsake neither Wadd nor Suwa nor Yaghuth and Yauq and Nasr.14

They carried on worshipping idols and treated Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, in utter contempt. Only a handful of people believed in him. Even his wife and son were among the non-believers. Naturally, Hazrat Nuh (as) was very disappointed.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, had great faith in the truth of his mission. He must have received assurances from God Almighty that he would succeed against his enemies. He, therefore, challenged his opponents and told them to use all their power and resources against him. He said to them:


    یٰقَوۡمِ اِنۡ کَانَ کَبُرَ عَلَیۡکُمۡ مَّقَامِیۡ وَتَذۡکِیۡرِیۡ بِاٰیٰتِ اللّٰہِ فَعَلَی اللّٰہِ تَوَکَّلۡتُ فَاَجۡمِعُوۡۤا اَمۡرَکُمۡ وَشُرَکَآءَکُمۡ ثُمَّ لَا یَکُنۡ اَمۡرُکُمۡ عَلَیۡکُمۡ غُمَّۃً ثُمَّ اقۡضُوۡۤا اِلَیَّ وَلَا تُنۡظِرُوۡنِ




O my people, if my station with God and my reminding you of your duty through the Signs of Allah offend you, and in Allah do I put my trust, muster then all your designs, you and your 'partners'; then let not your course of action be obscure to you; then carry out your designs against me and give me no respite.15

He warned them that even if they tried their utmost to put an end to his mission, they would not succeed because they were fighting against God.

As the opposition against Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, increased tremendously, God revealed to him:


    لَنۡ یُّؤۡمِنَ مِنۡ قَوۡمِکَ اِلَّا مَنۡ قَدۡ اٰمَنَ فَلَا تَبۡتَئِسۡ بِمَا کَانُوۡا یَفۡعَلُوۡنَ ﴿ۚۖ﴾




None of thy people will believe except those who have already believed; grieve not, therefore, at what they have been doing.16

After receiving this information from God Almighty that no more people would enter his fold, Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, offered the following prayers to God Almighty:


    رَّبِّ لَا تَذَرۡ عَلَی الۡاَرۡضِ مِنَ الۡکٰفِرِیۡنَ دَیَّارًا ﴿﴾ اِنَّکَ اِنۡ تَذَرۡہُمۡ یُضِلُّوۡا عِبَادَکَ وَلَا یَلِدُوۡۤا اِلَّا فَاجِرًا کَفَّارًا 




My Lord, leave not in the land a single one of the disbelievers; For if Thou dost leave them, they will only lead Thy servants astray and will not give birth but to a sinner and a disbeliever. 17

Allah decided to eliminate the disbelievers from the face of the earth. He commanded Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, to build an ark big enough to accommodate all the believers.
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Hazrat Nuh Builds an Ark


    وَاصۡنَعِ الۡفُلۡکَ بِاَعۡیُنِنَا وَوَحۡیِنَا وَلَا تُخَاطِبۡنِیۡ فِی الَّذِیۡنَ ظَلَمُوۡا ۚ اِنَّہُمۡ مُّغۡرَقُوۡنَ 



And build thou the Ark under Our eyes and as commanded by Our revelation. And address not Me concerning the wrongdoers. They are surely going to be drowned.1

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, obeyed immediately and started building an ark of wood with the help of his followers. They brought wooden planks and nails. It was not an easy task. People were surprised. They could not see the reason for building such a huge ark. Every time the chiefs of his people passed by him, they laughed at him and thought that he had gone mad.

'Why are you making this ark? Will it float on land?' they would say.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, did not pay any heed to their mockery. He told them that their mockery could do him no harm, nor could it bring him into disgrace. It is they who would be humiliated as they were about to be overtaken by a punishment, which would not end in this life but would continue into the life to come.

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, prayed to God Almighty:


    رَبِّ اِنَّ قَوۡمِیۡ کَذَّبُوۡنِ ﴿﴾ۚۖ فَافۡتَحۡ بَیۡنِیۡ وَبَیۡنَہُمۡ فَتۡحًا وَّنَجِّنِیۡ وَمَنۡ مَّعِیَ مِنَ الۡمُؤۡمِنِیۡنَ




My Lord, my people have treated me as a liar. Therefore judge Thou decisively between me and them; and save me and the believers that are with me.2

On another occasion, he prayed:


    اَنِّیۡ مَغۡلُوۡبٌ فَانۡتَصِرۡ




I am overcome, so come Thou to my help!3

Allah heard his prayers, and he, along with his family members who believed in him and his followers, were eventually saved while the disbelievers were punished severely.
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The Mighty Flood - A Punishment

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, lived in the part of the country where springs and fountains were in abundance. When Allah's command came, dark clouds suddenly appeared in the sky, and rain began to fall in torrents. Water began to gush forth from the depth of the earth, and springs and fountains began to sprout as well. There was water everywhere.

The Holy Qur'an says:


    فَفَتَحۡنَاۤ اَبۡوَابَ السَّمَآءِ بِمَآءٍ مُّنۡہَمِرٍ ﴿۫ۖ﴾ وَّفَجَّرۡنَا الۡاَرۡضَ عُیُوۡنًا فَالۡتَقَی الۡمَآءُ عَلٰۤی اَمۡرٍ قَدۡ قُدِرَ




We opened the gates of heaven, with water pouring down, And We caused the earth to burst forth with springs, so the two waters met for a purpose that was decreed.1

Some people believe that the flood came throughout the world. This is not true. It was not a universal phenomenon. It overtook only the people to whom Hazrat Nuh (as) was sent.
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The Ark Floats with Hazrat Nuh and his Followers

Allah told Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, to load the ark with all such animals that would be needed, a pair of each, male and female, and bring his family on board, except those against whom God's judgment had already been passed. He also instructed him to bring on board all those who had accepted him as a Messenger of Allah. Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, called his family members, who believed in him and all his followers, and told them:


    قَالَ ارۡکَبُوۡا فِیۡہَا بِسۡمِ اللّٰہِ مَ‍‍جۡؔرٖٮہَا وَمُرۡسٰہَا ؕ اِنَّ رَبِّیۡ لَغَفُوۡرٌ رَّحِیۡمٌ




Embark therein. In the name of Allah be its course and its mooring. My Lord is assuredly Most Forgiving, Merciful.1

Thus, Allah told Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, that the ark would float and finish its journey.

God Almighty taught Hazrat Nuh (as) some prayers. Hazrat Nuh (as) told his followers to recite those prayers after they had settled down in the ark. He told them to say:


    الۡحَمۡدُ لِلّٰہِ الَّذِیۡ نَجّٰنَا مِنَ الۡقَوۡمِ الظّٰلِمِیۡنَ




All praise belongs to Allah, Who has saved us from the unjust people!2

He also told them to say:


    رَّبِّ اَنۡزِلۡنِیۡ مُنۡزَلًا مُّبٰرَکًا وَّاَنۡتَ خَیۡرُ الۡمُنۡزِلِیۡنَ




My Lord, cause me to land a blessed landing, for Thou art the Best of those who bring men to land.3
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Allah Saves the Believers

Allah says:


    وَحَمَلۡنٰہُ عَلٰی ذَاتِ اَلۡوَاحٍ وَّدُسُرٍ ﴿ۙ﴾ تَجۡرِیۡ بِاَعۡیُنِنَا ۚ جَزَآءً لِّمَنۡ کَانَ کُفِرَ ﴿﴾ وَلَقَدۡ تَّرَکۡنٰہَاۤ اٰیَۃً فَہَلۡ مِنۡ مُّدَّکِرٍ




And We carried him upon that which was made of planks and nails. It floated on under Our eyes: a reward for him who had been rejected. We left it as a sign for the coming generations, but is there anyone who would receive admonition?1

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, saw his son who had joined the disbelievers. According to some, his name was Yam. Hazrat Nuh (as) saw him drifting away in swirling waters. He called out to him:


    یّٰـبُنَیَّ ارۡکَبۡ مَّعَنَا وَلَا تَکُنۡ مَّعَ الۡکٰفِرِیۡنَ




O my son, embark with us and be not with the disbelievers.2

He replied:


    سَاٰوِیۡۤ اِلٰی جَبَلٍ یَّعۡصِمُنِیۡ مِنَ الۡمَآءِ




I shall soon betake myself to a mountain which will shelter me from the water.3

Hazrat Nuh (as) replied:


    لَا عَاصِمَ الۡیَوۡمَ مِنۡ اَمۡرِ اللّٰہِ اِلَّا مَنۡ رَّحِمَ



There is no shelter for anyone this day, from the decree of Allah, except those to whom He shows mercy.4

Suddenly, a wave came between them and took his son away. Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, was naturally sad to see his son drown before his eyes. He cried to God Almighty:


    رَبِّ اِنَّ ابۡنِیۡ مِنۡ اَہۡلِیۡ وَاِنَّ وَعۡدَکَ الۡحَقُّ وَاَنۡتَ اَحۡکَمُ الۡحٰکِمِیۡنَ




My Lord, verily, my son is of my family, and surely, Thy promise is true, and Thou art the Most Just of judges.5

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, thought that God had promised to save all members of his family. In fact, when Allah promised to save the members of his family, He meant only those members of his family who were believers and had established a true relationship with God through him.

In response to Hazrat Nuh (as)'s request, Allah said:


    قَالَ یٰنُوۡحُ اِنَّہٗ لَیۡسَ مِنۡ اَہۡلِکَ ۚ اِنَّہٗ عَمَلٌ غَیۡرُ صَالِحٍ ٭۫ۖ فَلَا تَسۡـَٔلۡنِ مَا لَـیۡسَ لَکَ بِہٖ عِلۡمٌ ؕ اِنِّیۡۤ اَعِظُکَ اَنۡ تَکُوۡنَ مِنَ الۡجٰہِلِیۡنَ




O Noah, he is surely not of thy family; he is indeed a man of unrighteous conduct. So ask not of Me that of which thou hast no knowledge. I advise thee lest thou become one of the ignorant.6

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, said:


    رَبِّ اِنِّیۡۤ اَعُوۡذُ بِکَ اَنۡ اَسۡـَٔلَکَ مَا لَـیۡسَ لِیۡ بِہٖ عِلۡمٌ ؕ وَاِلَّا تَغۡفِرۡ لِیۡ وَتَرۡحَمۡنِیۡۤ اَکُنۡ مِّنَ الۡخٰسِرِیۡنَ




My Lord, I beg Thee to protect me from asking Thee that whereof I have no knowledge. And unless Thou forgive me and have mercy on me, I shall be among the losers.7

Thus, Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, realized that he had not fully understood Allah's promise. He sought Allah's forgiveness. It became clear to him that everyone is accountable for his actions and that a Prophet's son is no exception.

As regards his wife, she was described as an evil person who was bent upon rejecting the truth. So the companionship, even of a Prophet of God, did not save her from Allah's punishment. The Holy Qur'an says:


    ضَرَبَ اللّٰہُ مَثَلًا لِّلَّذِیۡنَ کَفَرُوا امۡرَاَتَ نُوۡحٍ وَّامۡرَاَتَ لُوۡطٍ ؕ کَانَتَا تَحۡتَ عَبۡدَیۡنِ مِنۡ عِبَادِنَا صَالِحَیۡنِ فَخَانَتٰہُمَا فَلَمۡ یُغۡنِیَا عَنۡہُمَا مِنَ اللّٰہِ شَیۡئًا وَّقِیۡلَ ادۡخُلَا النَّارَ مَعَ الدّٰخِلِیۡنَ 



Allah sets forth for those who disbelieve the example of the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They were under two righteous servants of Ours, but they acted unfaithfully towards them. So they availed them naught against Allah, and it was said to them, 'Enter the Fire, ye twain, along with those who enter.'8
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The Ark Rests on a Mountain

It was a mighty flood. The Ark floated on waves as high as mountains. Even the tops of the mountains were underwater.

God rescued Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, and those with him in the Ark, while those who rejected him were drowned as a punishment.


    وَغِیۡضَ الۡمَآءُ وَقُضِیَ الۡاَمۡرُ وَاسۡتَوَتۡ عَلَی الۡجُوۡدِیِّ 




The water was made to subside, and the matter ended. And the Ark came to rest on Al-Judi.1

According to the Bible:

The Ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.2

Many people, including historians, geographers, and research scholars, have tried to locate these mountains, but their research varied and could not determine precisely in which country these mountains were situated. Various countries, including Turkey, Armenia, and Iran, claim that both mountains, Al-Judi and Ararat, lie in their domains.

According to the Bible, when the Ark stopped, Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, released a raven to find out whether there was any dry land around where the Ark stopped. The raven could not find any place to set its feet because there was water everywhere, so it returned to Hazrat Nuh, where peace be upon him, in the Ark. After several attempts, Hazrat Nuh (as) sent out a dove. When the dove returned to him in the evening, in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf. Then Hazrat Nuh (as) was convinced that the water had receded completely from the ground and that they would be able to disembark safely.
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Glad Tidings to Hazrat Nuh and his Followers

The olive leaf was also a sign that Allah had blessed Hazrat Nuh; peace be upon him, his people, and their future generations. They would be strong in their faith and perfect in their sacrifices. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:


    فَکَذَّبُوۡہُ فَنَجَّیۡنٰہُ وَمَنۡ مَّعَہٗ فِی الۡفُلۡکِ وَجَعَلۡنٰہُمۡ خَلٰٓئِفَ وَاَغۡرَقۡنَا الَّذِیۡنَ کَذَّبُوۡا بِاٰیٰتِنَا ۚ فَانۡظُرۡ کَیۡفَ کَانَ عَاقِبَۃُ الۡمُنۡذَرِیۡنَ




We saved him and those who were with him in the Ark, And We made them inheritors of Our favors, while We drowned those who rejected Our Signs. See then, how was the end of those who had been warned!1

At another place in the Holy Qur'an God says:


    وَلَقَدۡ نَادٰٮنَا نُوۡحٌ فَلَنِعۡمَ الۡمُجِیۡبُوۡنَ ﴿۫ۖ﴾ وَنَجَّیۡنٰہُ وَاَہۡلَہٗ مِنَ الۡکَرۡبِ الۡعَظِیۡمِ ﴿۫ۖ﴾ وَجَعَلۡنَا ذُرِّیَّتَہٗ ہُمُ الۡبٰقِیۡنَ ﴿۫ۖ﴾ وَتَرَکۡنَا عَلَیۡہِ فِی الۡاٰخِرِیۡنَ ﴿۫ۖ﴾ سَلٰمٌ عَلٰی نُوۡحٍ فِی الۡعٰلَمِیۡنَ ﴿﴾اِنَّا کَذٰلِکَ نَجۡزِی الۡمُحۡسِنِیۡنَ ﴿﴾ اِنَّہٗ مِنۡ عِبَادِنَا الۡمُؤۡمِنِیۡنَ 




And Noah indeed did cry unto Us, and what an excellent answer We gave to his prayer! And We saved him and his family from great distress, And We made his offspring the only survivors. And We left for him a good name among the following generations, 'Peace be upon Noah among the peoples!' Thus, indeed, We reward those who do good. He was surely one of Our believing servants.2

Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, told his people that God had conferred innumerable blessings on them and they could achieve greatness, a place of dignity and respect among the nations of the world by following the teachings which he had brought.

It so happened that in this new land, Allah bestowed prosperity to Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him and his followers. They laid the foundation of human civilization and culture, and as their culture became strong, their numbers also began to increase. On the other hand, the number of less civilized communities living with them in the same land or the surrounding lands began to decrease. The descendants of Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, being more civilized and having more material resources at their disposal, seemed to have spread to other lands and, over time, absorbed some of the less civilized people.

Three sons of Hazrat Nuh, peace be upon him, namely Shem, Ham, and Japheth, are generally believed to be the ancestors of the three principal races of mankind.

Another great blessing bestowed upon Hazrat Nuh (as)'s descendants was that Allah promised to continue Prophethood in his progeny. Allah says:


    وَلَقَدۡ اَرۡسَلۡنَا نُوۡحًا وَّاِبۡرٰہِیۡمَ وَجَعَلۡنَا فِیۡ ذُرِّیَّتِہِمَا النُّبُوَّۃَ وَالۡکِتٰبَ فَمِنۡہُمۡ مُّہۡتَدٍ ۚ وَکَثِیۡرٌ مِّنۡہُمۡ فٰسِقُوۡنَ




And We did send Noah and Abraham, and We placed among their seed prophethood and the Book. So, some of them followed the guidance, but many of them were rebellious.3

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds.
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