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On the tolerance I might
however say a word. It is matter
for great sorrow that mainly
through mistaken notion of zeal,
the Muslims have during the
period of decline, earned for
themselves an unenviable
reputation for intolerance. But
that is not the fault of Islam.
Islam has from the beginning
proclaimed and inculcated the
widest tolerance. For instance, so
far as freedom of conscience is

concerned the Quran says

There shall be no
compulsion in matter of faith An
alternative rendering can also be
There can no compulsion in
matters of faithinasmuch faith is
a matter of conscience and
conscience cannot be compelled;

it also signifies there need be

Assembly of Pakistan Debates, 7th
March 1949, Vol 5, No 1, page 1)
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I have no doubt however, the
constructive and statesman like
pronouncement with which the
honourable mover introduced the
resolution served to allay
apprehensions on that score.
Since then several speeches
made in support of resolution,
notable those of Mulauna
Shabbir Ahmad Osmani, Dr.
Ishtiaq Hussain Qureshi, and my
honourable colleague the
minister of communication
should have removed any
lingering suspicion to which the
minds of some of the honourable
members may still have clung.
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An apprehension was
expressed that the explanations
and assurances furnished and
given on the floor of the house
may be adequate, but may be
disregarded and ignored by the
successors of those by whom
they are being furnished and
given. But this overlooks the
procedure that is proposed to be
followed. As soon as the
resolution is adapted, the house
will be invited to set up a
committee for the purpose of
formulating, concrete proposals
based upon the resolution,
embodying the main principles
on which the constitution is to be
framed. Those proposal will then
come before the house and after
the house has adapted those
proposals with such
modifications as it chooses to
make, further steps will be taken
to draft the constitution in
accordance with those proposals.
It should thus be clear that the
explanations furnished and the
assurances given during the
course of this debate will be
reflected in the concrete
proposals which the committee
soon to be set up by the house
will frame; and the proposals
will in turn be translated into the

provisions of the constitution.
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indeed before mankind in all
these spheres should be fully
carried into practice..
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But what is to be feared is
that in place of the ideals set up
by Islam, people may fall into the
error of substituting tinsel
imitations and narrow bigotries.
That apprehension would apply
particularly to freedom of
thought and tolerance and it
would behove both this assembly
upon whom the responsibility of
framing the constitution
ultimately rests and leaders of
the Muslim opinion generally to
see that the ideals set up by Islam
in this and other fields that may
properly and legitimately fall
within purview of the
constitution, are faithfully and
fully adhered and given effect
to.
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The recital of this incident
while completely reassuring our
non-muslim friends might
possibly come as a shock to
some of the Muslims who
unfortunately have gradually
drifted into an extremely narrow
and bigoted outlook in these
matters. But for that very reason
it is worth stressing.
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If I may be permitted, Sir,
humbly to offer a word of
counsel to my non-Muslim
friends it would be to urge them
to insist that the ideals set up by

Islam before the Muslims and

no compulsion in matters of
faith. Guidance has been made
manifest from error. Let him
therefore who wills believe and
let him who wills deny.
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(Constitutional Development
In Pakistan, by G.W.Choudhury,
Published by Law Inn Publishers
Lahore 2005-2006,p52
Constitutional and Political
History of Pakistan, by Hamid
Khan, second edition 2009,
published by Oxford, p 80&81)
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and States must be referred,
We, the people of ire,
Humbly acknowledging all our
obligations to our Divine Lord,
Jesus Christ, Who sustained our
fathers through centuries of trial,

Gratefully remembering their
heroic and unremitting struggle
to regain the rightful
independence of our Nation,

And seeking to promote the
common good, with due
observance of Prudence, Justice
and Charity, so that the dignity
and freedom of the individual
may be assured, true social order
attained, the unity of our country
restored, and concord established
with other nations,

Do hereby adopt, enact, and
this

give to ourselves

Constitution-
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(http://www.theguardian.com/
world/2006/aug/29/germany.eu)
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