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óó  In the whole compass of knowledge, looking down the stately

line of figures whose mere names serve  as the best landmarks of

human history, there is not one whose life bettter deserves to be

known, to become, as some of Shakespeare's characters have

become, an integral part of thought rather than a subject of thought,

than, that of the Great Arabian. That a man's opinions should

circulate widely, survive himself, and help to modify human action

for ages after he is forgotten, is, though a wonderful, not an

infrequent, phenomenon. That a man obscure in all but birth, brought

up among an unlettered race, with no learning and no material

resources, should by sheer force of genius extinguish idolatry

through a hundred tribes, unite them into one vast aggressive

movement, and, dying, leave to men who were not his children the

mastery of the Oriental world' ' But that a man of this kind,

living humbly among his equals, should stamp upon their minds the

conviction that he whom they saw eat, and drink, and sleep, and

commit blunders, was the vicegerent of the Almighty; that his system

should survive himself for twelve centuries as a living missionary

force; that it should not merely influence but utterly remould

one-fourth of the human race. LL
(Mahommed ''The Great Arabian'' by Meredith Townsend.

London: Constable and Company Ltd. 1912; page 17-18.) 
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