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- Terrorism strikes again
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INTERNATHINAL

October 8, 2005

It’s political
terrorism

t times it begins to feel as i terrorism has
A-la:gely been brought under control in Pakistan,

and then a new tragedy reminds us we had just
been too optimistic.

In Friday's atrocity, three terrorists on motorcycle
killed eight Ahmadi worshippers at dawn prayers in
the village of Mong near the town of Mandi Bahaud-
din. Tt was an attack on a place of worship, but it had
nothing tn do with religion. It was simply an act of po-
litical terrorismm, the kind that was eommon in Karachi
until not so long ago when drive-by shootings were the
terror of the clty. )

That the crime came during the current surge of vi-
olence in North Waziristan, and exactly a day after the
completion of the final phase of the local bodies elec-
tions, would support this impression.

. Following the assassination attempt. of July 30 last

- year on Mr Shaukat Aziz, then prime minister-in-wait-
ing, President Musharraf had accused Al-Qaeda of
being behind the suicide bombing. The snicide attack,
niear Jaffar Mor in the Punjab tehsil of Fateh Jang, oc-
curred shortly before Mr Aziz was to stand for election
to the National Assembly from Attock 1o qualify for
election to the prime ministerial position. Among the
suspects arrested later on were three brothers, who
turned out to be members of the extremist outflis
Jaish-e-Muhammad and Jamaatul Furqan. The bomber
himself was a refigious fanatic.

Ii will take some time before the authorities are able
to fix responsibility for Friday's terrorisn. Bui i can
be said with little fear of contradiction that whoever
sent the three masked killers to Bait-nz-Zikr sought to
push the country’s delicate law-and-order situation
into chaos. _

It would have been a political earthquake if the
bomber had succeeded in eliminating Mr Aziz, whose
survival that day was a virtual miracle. .

It's routine for the authorities to be criticised after

incidents of this nature. But to be fair to the police and

the security agencies, despite their notorious ineffi-
ciency and their pathetic resources, prevention of hit-
and-run crimes is almost impossible, even in advanced
countries. Still, they have been remarkably successful
in tracking down terrorists and solving complicated
cases of political crime.

President Musharraf and Mr Aziz have sirongly conl-
demned the atrocity, and Punjab chief minister
Chaudhry Perwaiz lllahi has anmounced a compensa-
tion of Rs100,000 for the famity of each vietim. (From
their narmes, two of those killed appear to belong to
the same family.} But we hope the investigation Mr
Aziz has pledged into the shooting will end in the cap-
ture of the masterminds. For terrorist masterminds to
be tracked down to their lairs is the only effective way
of defeating terrorism,

ONCE aguin a place of wor-

" ship has been autacked in

Pakistan, it being of na con-
sequence what religion or
sect the dead and wounded
belonged 1a. The dastardly
act occwrred ar Mong near
Mandi Babauddin yesterday
where firing by unknown
gunmen left eight people
dead and 14 injured. A dia-
belical feature of terrarism in
Palkistan is that it focuses on
places of worship. None of
the major terrorist attacks in
the world — 9/11, Ralj,
Madrid, Istanbul, 7/7 and
Sharm al Shaikh — chose
places of worshiyp as their tar-
gets. It is only in Paldstan —
besides isolated cases in Irag
— where terrorists have cho-

‘sen Lo slaughter innocent

worshippers. No one has
claumed responsibilicy for the
atiack, but it is obvious that

; on¢ of the many banned
! orgamzations must be behind

the dastardly act, This brings
us face to face with the reali-
ty that the mere outlawing of
militamt organizations has
nat served te check lerror-
ism. Fhe parties thai bave
been cutlawed include Sipah-
i-Sahaba, Lashkar-i-Thangvi,
Lashkar-i-Taiba, Jaish-i-
Muhammad, Tehrik.i-Jafria,
Sipah-i-Muhammad and
some others, but for all prac-
tcal purposes they are very

much alive and kicking, often
with new names, The ban-
ning has driven them under-
ground, but Lhey continue to
operate, as 15 ¢vident from
the events in Karachi last
May and in May 2004, They
have well-trained and moti.
vated cadres at their dispos-
al, and their sources of fund-
ing and arms supply evident-
ly remain intact,

Over the years, the intelli-
genoe agencies have netted
some big fish in the terrorism
underworld. The recent
arrests include Abdul Larif
Hakimi, the Taliban
spokesman, and Asif Chhor,
whe belangs 1o the Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi and has a head
money on him. However,
crimes of the kind that Look
place in Mong yoesterday
peint out the defictencies in
the working of the intelli.
gence agencies. We have
quite a few of them on the
military and civilian sides,
but the condnued acts of ter-
rorism emphasize the need
for the security agencies to
be more efficient and aler.
These banned organizations
cannot gperate unless they
are sustained by clandestine
sources. The intelligence
agencies' falure to unearth
the brains behind the mili-
tant outfils is a major cause
of terrorism in Pakistan.
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Mandi Bahauddin massacre

FRIDAY's indiscriminate attack on a place of worship of the Ahmadi community in
Mandi Bahauddin, which left eight of the worshippers dead and many others inju

raises extremely disturbing questions about the government’s commitment {0 good
ernance, and where its focus lies. The US-led War on Terror has led o a shifting of

gov!

terrorists,

1tis ironic thatin the bad old ‘jihadi’ days,
espoused Enlightened Maderation, sectarian t
was unforfunate and condemnable. However, while the minorities had
grievances, being subjected to targetted
there have been unprecedented attacks
Ahmadi place of worship is disturbing.
ir pecutiar history makes them
emnotion than the country’s other religious minorities, and
rmment to ensure their protection.
The lack of attention to the internal problem, whil

-because

upon the gove

probably led to the intelligence failure that allowed

dastardly communial attack. Contrary 10 official claims,
have not been wiped out; security is inadequate; prevent
government must protect its own citizens be

rears in Pakistan's law enforcing agencies, from pﬁmarﬂtg: tracking down those who
ten the lives and properties of Pakistani citizens, to
threat by foreign powers. If a tenth of the effort expended into suppressing those who
are waging a resistance struggle against the invasion of Afghanistan, had been devoted
toprotectinga smalland vulnerable minority cormmunity, perhaps the Mandi Bahauddin
incident woutd not have taken place.
President himself as early as 2002, the primary ¢
violence. Yet in these period notonly has it contin
it has spread its tentacles to religious mninorities w.

before the establishment saw the lightand
error was limited to co-relig’lglnists. This

ose who are perceived as &

ghtly identified by the
oncern with terrorism was sectarian
ued, even increased in the last year,
ho had once been left alone by the

For Pakistan, as was 1l

attacks was not one of them. Yet since 9/11,
on Christian churches and the addition of an
The Ahmadis are particularly vulnerabie
the subject of greatex and more vitriolic
it is all the more incumbent

e chasing after others’ issues,
the terrorists to carry out thi

the sectarian-communal gangs
ve measures have failed. The

fore dealing with others’ agendas.
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The ‘foreign

CIGHT WORSHIPPERS WERE KILLED AND 16 INSURED IN
Mandi Buhauddin when three unidentificd assailants opened fire
while they were offering morning prayers, This has almost become o
regular opening of news items coming out of Pakistan sinee ehis coun-
try took its first steps on the road to “Islamisation” and “piety”.
Sunnis and Shias have been regularly killing each other; Deobandis
and Barelvis — both Sunni — have also killed each other; minorities
have been attacked by “pious” Muslims of all hues and denomina-
tions and, of course, the great bugbear of the Faithiful in this country
since its tnception has been the Ahmadiyya community.

In the case of the Mandi Bahauddin attack, the slain and the -

injuied belonged to Lhe Ahmadiyya community. The place where
they were praying, since 1974 when the community was declared
nan-Muslim, cannot be called 1 mosque under law. Bair-u! Zikr
{Lthe house of prayers) is how it is referred to if the Ahmadiyya do
not want to pget into trouble. The morning some of them were
killed and injured, they were not looking for trouble, but weve
invoking Ged instead. But trouble was coming their way in the
form of three men bent on shedding blood. )
The Deputy Inspector General Police told the media that the
police suspect & “foreign hand” behind the incident because the eoun-
try has made preat strides in inproving its image and its enemies —
hidden, presumably — do not waut that to happen. They want to

hand’ again!

keep Pakistan in (he doghouse, The - DIG may be vight but might we
ke (e presumiption of pointing out that this counlbry, since its
Istamisation, hus given Birth and sosicoance (o any namber of
lunaticy and millenarians who are prepared to commit the most dis-
tardly acts in the name of God; and that given vur self-sufficiency in
this industry, we do not veally need a foreign hand to damn us,

The government is going through the uswal motions of condemn-
ing the attack and annauncing the paltry sums of Ry 100,000 and Rs
50,005 in compensation money to the families of the decensed and
injured, respectively, The police are probing the incident. But when -
will we finally begin (o Iook inle the real and root causes of such
atincks? Even heathens had a code about: not shedding blood in a
prayer place. That code has heen hroken by the faithful. There can’t
ke anything more shameful than that.

If Killing Shias can ensure entry inte Paradise, how much eas-
ier it would be to do so by killing people of the Ahmadiyya com-
munity that has been branded az heretical and against whom the
clergy continnes to fulminate and incite the good Muslim to com-
mit aggression, Some foreign intellipence agency might have per-
petrated this act but if and when the people who sctually commit-
ied the erime are apprehended, the police will find that they may
actuaily belong 1o one of the various local extremist groups,
Qutsiders can {fish only in troubled waters, ®
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