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My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most influential

persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but

he was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the
religions, and became immensely effective political leader. Today,
thirteen centuries after his death, his influence is still powerful and
pervasive.

The majority of the persons in this book had the advantage of being
born and raised in centers of civilization, highly cultured or politically
pivotal nations. Muhammad, however, was born in the year 570, in the
city of Mecca, in southern Arabia, at that time a backward area of the
world, far from the centers of trade, art, and learning. Orphaned at the age
of six, he was reared in modest surroundings. Islamic tradition tells us
that he was illiterate....... Most Arabs at the time were pagans, who
believed in many gods...... The Bedouin tribesmen of Arabia had a
reputation as fierce warriors. But their number was small and plagued by
disunity and internecine warfare, they had been no match for the larger
armies of the kingdoms in the settled agricultural areas to the north.
However, unified by Muhammad for the first time in history, and inspired
by their fervent belief in the one true God, these small Arab armies now
embarked upon one of the most astonishing series of conquests in human
history ...... Numerically, the Arabs were no match for their
opponents.....However......in a scant century of fighting, these Bedouin
tribesmen, inspired by the word of the Prophet, had carved out an empire
stretching from the borders of India to the Atlantic Ocean the largest
empire that the world had yet seen......How, then, is one to assess the ever
all impact of Muhammad on human history. Like all religions, Islam

exerts an enormous influence upon the lives of its followers. It is for this
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The worship of the state as personified by the reigning Caesar,
such was the religion of the Roman Empire. Other religions might
exist, it was true; but they had to permit this new cult by the side of
them and predominant over them. But Caesarism failed to satisfy.
The Eastern religions and superstitions (Egyptian, Syrian, Persian)
appealed to many in the Roman world and found numerous
votaries. The fatal fault of many of these creeds was that in many
respects they were so ignoble...When Christianity conquered
Caesarism at the commencement of the fourth century, it, in its
turn, became Casarised. No longer was it the pure creed which
had been taught some three centuries before. It had become
largely de-spiritualized, ritualized, materialized....

How, in a few years all this was changed, how , by 650AD a great part
of this world become a different world from what it had been before, is
one of the most remarkable chapters in human history... This wonderful
change followed, if it was not mainly caused by, the life of one man, the
Prophet of Mecca...Whatever the opinion one may have of this
extraordinary man....There can be no difference as to the immensity of
the effect which his life has had on the history of the world. To those of
us, to whom the man is everything, the milieu but little, he is the supreme

instance of what can be done by one man.
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(Arabian Society at the time of Muhammad page 8-10,18-21)
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"If the object of religion be the inculcation of morals, the diminution

of evil, the promotion of human happiness, the expansion of the human

intellect, if the performance of good works will avail in the great day

when mankind shall be summoned to its final reckoning, it is neither

irreverent nor unreasonable to admit that Muhammad was indeed an

apostle of God.
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(S.P. Scott, History of the Moorish Empire in Europe, Page:126)
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"Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas,

restorer of rational dogmas; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and
of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by

reason that the founders of the world's great religions all figure
prominently in this book. Since there are roughly twice as many
Christians as Muslims in the world, it may initially seem strange that
Muhammad has been ranked higher than Jesus. There are two principal
reasons for that decision. First, Muhammad played a far more important
role in the development of Islam than Jesus did in the development of
Christianity ......Furthermore, Muhammad (unlike Jesus) was a secular as
well as a religious leader. In fact, as the driving force behind the Arab
conquests, he may well rank as the most influential political leader of all
time.......Of many important historical events, one might say that they
were inevitable and would have occurred even without the particular
political leader who guided them........ But this can not be said of the Arab
conquests. Nothing similar had occurred before Muhammad, and there is
no reason to believe that the conquests would have been achieved without
him.
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Muhammad was, to use a striking expression, the man

of the hour. In order to understand his wonderful success, one
must study the conditions of his times. Five and half centuries and
more had elapsed when he was born since Jesus had come into
the world. At that time, the old religions of Greece and Rome, and
of the hundred and one states along the Mediterranean, had lost
their vitality. In their place, Caesarism had come as a living cult.
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loudly for universal and comprehensive divine guidance, to be set forth in
God's words, and to be illustrated by a messenger whose life would be
multi-faceted and who would serve as an exemplar for mankind. Such was
Muhammad. Another very striking factor in his support is that no one else
even remotely approaching his stature and his qualities appeared to guide
mankind at the time of its greatest need. The conclusion is irresistible that
he was beyond doubt the pre-determined instrument of God for the revival
of mankind."
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"The more one reflects on the history of Muhammad and of early
Islam, the more one is amazed at the vastness of his achievement.
Circumstances presented him with an apportunity such as few men have
had, but the man was fully matched with the hour. Had it not been for his
gifts as seer, statesman, and administrator and, behind these his trust in
God and firm belief that God had sent him, a notable chapter in the

history of mankind would have remained unwritten.
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"Muhammad is the most successful of all Prophets and religious
personalities."
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Encyclopaedia Britannica (11th edition, article "Koran")

/5'@@%}?5&@/@/(()‘”;‘@//&}@[?
oo §ur$rel U
e AE UL Lo S
bl 2 ool Zel s i gy
»al Q-(J'Ilp e uné/f
A2 Sy S AT 8
Gugf Utk I U3 1 TG
(Fe) AT feFiS S

6573
Ol S Zy']ié ey
-LLL;/)/}&'.L{';%E L;KJ{

U0y (L’J O L//C

Jg/u;lbuuftawlfc,(:%g/)?ik
Kecioft Jrt & un? b § Bl
zi,la‘bu*;/bu‘ﬁ:’,/u’f,vgt;ugﬂ
b fet esta gt Ay o0
E75 BT M(AACP) I s
sl e lo sl (IAAAE) 72 (532
G S eidre Il S5
J/Jilaéuf/uﬂ‘{c'l}o/@uwéu"
lgd/PIanning oié’.zid?yft“z.lg
K U Wil &
u{!?fdui@f(@lggfugu?l

which human greatness may be measured, we may ask, is there any man

greater than he?" )
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We know indeed some fragments of a fragment of Christ's life but who
can lift the veil of the thirty years that prepared the way for the three?
What we do know indeed has renovated a third of the world, and may yet
renovate much more' an ideal of life at once remote and near' possible and
impossible’ but how much we do not know! What do we know of his
mother, of his home life, of his early friends, and his relation to them, of
the gradual dawning, or, it may be, the sudden revelation, of his divine
mission? How many questions about him occur to each of us that must
always remain questions!

But in Mohammedanism every thing is different' here, instead of the
shadowy and the mysterious, we have his story. We know as much of
Mohammed as we do even of Luther and Milton. The mythical, the
legendary, the supernatural is almost wanting in the original Arab
authorities, or at all events can easily be distinguished from what is
historical. Nobody here is the dupe of himself or of others; there is the full
light of day upon all that that light can ever reach at all. "The abysmal
depths of personality" indeed are, and must always remain, beyond the
reach of any line and plummet of ours. But we know every thing of the
external history of Mohammed his youth, his appearance, his relation, his
habits; the first idea and the gradual growth, intermittent though it was, of
his great revelation; while for his internal history, after his mission had
been proclaimed, we have a book absolutely unique in its origin.
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and Mohammadanism Page 40,41 London...1876 (Secon Ed)
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"The condition of the world at the time of the advent of Muhammad
has been summed up in the Holy Quran as: 'Corruption has appeared on
land and sea in consequence of people's misdeeds' (30:42). This is amply
borne out by the testimony that we have cited above. Thus, it is clear that

the state of the world, at the time of the advent of the Holy Prophet, called
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