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By VICTORIA CoNilit 
RELICIoN CoxitESPuNDENT 

. 	 . 

CHRISTIANITY is close to . 
being "vanquished" in Britain 
and no longer itilloences the 
Government or people's lives. 
the leader of the Roman Cath-

.olk  Church in England and 
Wales said yesterday. 

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O'Connor. the Archbishop of 
Westminster. gave his star-
tling assessment to a gather-
ing of IOU priests in Leeds. 

Speaking on the state of the 
Catholic Church. in England 
and Wales. the Cardinal chose 
language that mirrored con-
cerns expressed last year by 
the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr George Carey. 

The Cardinal said that 
• Christians, and particularly 
the 41 million Catholics, had 
to adapt to "an alien culture". 

lie called for revolutionary 
thinking on how the Church 
operated and how it reached 
lapsed Catholics, non-believ-
ers and young people 

"Christianity as a back-
ground to people's lives and 
.moral decisions and to the 
Government: and the social 
life of Britain has almost been 
vanquished. 	- 	• • 

"We live in a totally new 
time for all Christians, espe-
cially for we Catimlies, • and 
.the anguish of the Western 
%..orib is there for all to sec." 

In his equally pessimistic 
statement about the state of the 
'Church. last • year. Or Carey 
declared Britain to be a country 
where "tacit atheism prevails". 

Ile told a congregation in 
the Isle of Man that British 
society concentrated only on 
the "here and now" with 
thoughts of eternity rendered 
"irrelevant". 	. . 

The Cardinal delivered his 
address against a background 
of relentless decline in atten-
danCe at Mass and a shortage 
of priests. Child abuse scan-

. dais had, in the Cardinal's 

Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor 

6 When television 
presents moral 
issues, it chooses 
extreme spokesmen, 
creating a tragic view 
of the moral life in 
which the rudest 
voice wins 9 
Jonathan Sacks 
•Chlet Rabbi: Page 26 

11*.xtt?c 	r•,!. • 

words, • brought "shame" 
upon the Church. 

People turned to consumer-
ism, to New Age practices. or 
to the "transient" pleasures of 
alcohol, drugs and recre-
ational sex rather than to God. 

"Most people in our cx..m-
tries turn to the freedom of the 
market place and the- •con-
sumer society... it is clear that 
a sole reliance on the market 
place does in the end prevent 
people from taking their des-
tiny into their own hands. 

"There is indifference to 
Christian values and to the 
Church among many young 
people. We see quite a•demor- 

Wised society, where the only 
good is what I want, the only 
rights are my own and the only 
life with any meaning or value. 
is the life I want for myself." 

Speaking at the National 
Conference of Priests, the Car-
dinal said the clergy should use 
this difficult period to change 
the culture of Catholicism in 
England and Wales. 

"Mery have been many 
nurse pert,,ds in the life of the 
Church. We are at the begir-
ning of a new era. We know 
that the Church will continue 
whatever happens, but we 
must not be complacent." 

The crisis in vocations was 
not about celibacy but about 
"a crisis of faith that affects 
the whole Catholic commu-
nity ... We have to ask our-
selves whether it is because 
• we have not yet managed to 
find exactly where it is that 
people itch. And they do itch.". 

Cardinal Murphy-O'Con-
nor said that the Catholic• 
community had to find a new 
strategy that reflected its 
place at the heart of institu-
tional Christianity. 

To the surprise of many 
priests present, he said that 
the answer could lie in new 
movements, such as Youth 

.2000 and New Faith, and the 
building of small Bible study 
and prayer groups. 

"These small communities 
are the secret for the future of 
the Church," he said. "It is no 
wonder that the Pope encour-
ages these new movements, 
as I do myself. I think they — 
and I wish there were more --
will find their rightful place in 
the Church in the West" 
'Such movements had the 

ability to enthuse young 
people about their faith and 
make them glad to. "stand up 
and he counted" as Catholics. 

In an effort to boost the 
flagging morale of his priests, 
the Cardinal said they should 
not be concerned about losing 
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PT.FARAH'S FURNITURE (F.K.L)  
EXPORTERS OF ALL KINDS OF WOODEN FURNITURE 

A.S TAHIR CHAUDHRY 	ABDUL BASIT MAHMOOD 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 	MANAGER 

HEAD OFFICE • 	JEPARA OFFICE AND FACTORY 
JL.KAMANG TIMUR88 DESA NGASEM SUKODONO 
JAKARTA SELATAN 

	
KEC.BATEALIT RT.27 

INDONESIA 
	

KAB.JEPARA-INDONESIA 
SENTRAL JAWA 

PHONE NO: 0062-21-71.80856 TEL: 0062-8122811162 
FAX: 	0062-21-7180857 FAX: 0062-291-591334 

BRANCH 7441509- GHULAM Nabi. 
180.Khyber Block Allama Iqbal Town.Lahore 
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