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.Murder in the name 
of religion 

_r. L 	j'af 	9-* 
fo4r2;11  

WHAT we are witnessing today 
in the shape of senseless. 	orgy of 
murder and killing is the result of 
years of sustained indoctrination of 
obscurantism, intolerance and 
bigotry. Unfortunately, these 
remorseful acts are being commit-
ted in the name of Islam • a relig• 
ion which abhors violence even 
against the worst of its enemies. 

Your editorial of Sept 20 on the 
sectarian madness highlights the 
depths to which, we as a nation, 
have plunged. Sacred human life 
has been reduced to a morsel for 
the blood thirsty sectarian hounds 
programmed, to kill in the name of 
religion and nurtured in the numer. 
uus Madrassas run by bigoted Mul. 
las and religious scholars of morbid 
inclinations. 
• ,The freedom and lust for killing 
being so blatantly exercised and 
exhibited by these extremists has 
not spurted overnight. The support 
and encouragement provided to 
these extremists by the short 
sighted and self serving rulers to 
facilitate and prolong their stay in 
the, seat of power has been instru-
mental in the spread of violence 
and lawlessness all over the coun-
try. 

The first stone in this direction 
was cast by Mr Z.A. Bhutto when in 
1974 he decided to make religion a 
business of the State in total disre-
gard to the solemn assurance given 
to .  the contrary by the Quaid - i•
Azam. The decision of the National 
Assembly to convert the Ahmadis 
into "a ittinurity opened a Pun-
dories box which nobody seems to 
be capable of closing. Challenging 
any individual's faith is. a serious 
matter. 

The blunder committed by a 
shrewd politician in the name of 
political expediency some 20 years 
ago has now completely engulfed 

the nation in a smouldering secta-
rian fire which has gone out of con-
trol. The negative role played by 
the.  religious leaders in this entire 
drama has been 'deplorable. 
Instead of using their influence in 
containing the situation and bring. 
ing some sanity in this religious 
muddle they have instead been 
instrumental in promoting arid jus-
tifying the cold blooded killings in 
the name of religion. 

The shameful part being played 
by our religious leaders is nothing 
but another effort to destroy our 
country which was created inspite 
of the negative efforts of most of 
them. It is obvious that they have 
still not been able to reconcile with 
the idea of a free and peaceful 
Pakistan and are continuing in 
their sinister campaign of dividing 
the country along the sectarian 
lines. During the last 47 years of 
our independence, they have appa-
rently spared no effort to divide the 
nation. The results have been disas-
trous in terms of the level of hatred 
and passion for destruction and 461• 
ling they have spread among the 
masses now. 

Before we destroy ourselves and 
fill the streets of the Islamic 
Republic with blood of our fellow 
Muslim citizens, all in the name of 
our great religion of peace, the 
saner elements and the silent 
majority should come forward and 
assert itself forcefully. We have 
already spent almost 50 years of 
our post-independence era in show-
ing the world how incapable a 
breed we are to justify the hopes 
and aspirations of the Father of the 
Nation. The indepeticience won by 
us and paid for in human blood and 
toil must be preserved at all cost. 
MASOOD A. BHATTY 
Karachi 
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