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Breakthrough n 
solar cells 
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ON July 20, I read an interesting 
article about solar cells. If scien-
tists are successful in proving Prof. 
Martin A. Green's theory into prac-
tice and producing such low-cost 
solar cells, it will be a great break-
through the world has been looking 
for. 

Solar cells (photovoltaic cells '2 
are devices that generate electric 
city directly from sunlight. How-
ever, the major disadvantage in 
photovoltaic technology has been 
the high cost involved, which make 
these cells too expensive as cam.-

; pared with other energy sources. If 
the cost of these cells can be Cu':  
down by 80% as proposed by Prof, 
Green, it can be a very reliable 
energy source. 

The advantages of solar cells are 
quite obvious: . 

There is no lifetime limit. They 
can work for an indefinite time. 

They have, nearly no operating 
and maintenance cost. 

They do not cause pollution, a 
;great advantage over fossil fuels. 
' They are compatible with almost 
'all environments. 

They respond instantaneously 
With illumination. 

I would like to draw the attention 
of Pakistani scientists to take a cue 
from Prof. Green's research atut try 
to develop this technology in Pakis 
tan which receives lot of solar radi 

;at ion throughout the year. It is high 
time we: concentrate our efforts on 
such constructive projects. It 
would be a great step ! forward not 
only in solving the energy crisis of 
our country but will also hip,  to

! 
 

improve  its economic situiitiust, 
AZHAR IQBAL SAIFI 
Lahore 

AUGUST- 10,1994 
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