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WARNING that the unity of the 
Pakistani nation is at stake, the 
Prime Minister has invited the 
intelligentsia to join hands with the 
government and curb the evils of 
ethnicity, sectarianism, religious 
intolerance and fanaticism. As the 
object is good, the response is 
likely to be prompt and vigorous. 

It is well-known that ethnicity 
cost us an irreparable loss of a fer-
tile, spacious and populous pro-
vince. Sectarianism and fanaticism 
are also playing havoc with our 
people. Bomb blasts take a heavy 
toll of innocent lives. Members of one 
sect kill the members of another 
sect and vice versa. Churches, tem-
ples and mosques are demolished 
due to sectarian prejudices. 

All this is done wrongly in the 
name of Islam. Far from it, Islam 
prohibits compulsion in religion, 
directs the resolution of all ideolog-
ical differences through dialogue 
and affords protection to all places 
of worship regardless of their 
religious affiliation. 

Evil has, indeed, gripped tightly 
our nation but how to get rid of it. It 
cannot be undone merely by verbal 
exhortations by the intelligentsia, 
the utmost which they can under-
take. Unless we do away with its 
root cause, the nation can in no way 
be unified. 

Apprehending the emergenee of 
centrifugal forces after him, the 
Quaid-i-Azam had forbidden his 
successors from succumbing to the 
wishes of the clerics and making.  
religion or some creed the basis of 
discrimination in the rights of the 
people. He had in fact outlawed the 
concept of making Pakistan a 
theocratic state. 

Unfortunately some of his suc-
cessors did not stick to this princi-
ple and bowing before the demands 
of some clerics amended the Con-
stitution according to their wishes. 
Consequently the present constitu- 

tion has deprived some of the citi-
zens of their fuhdamental rights 
and made it impossible for them to 
share politics in the mainstream. 

The amended Constitution has 
changed. the political complexion 
altogether. Previously the govern- 
ment would take action against 
anyone who would spread secta-
rian hatred and create a law and 
order situation. But the amended 
constitution has helped to.create a 
feeling of superiority among the 
clerics and a thinking that they are 
the true repository of political 
power. 

Two incidents which happened 
recently will bear this out. A party 
of some clerics staged a demonstra-
tion before the premises of the Sup-
reme Court, apparently to put pres-
sure on the Honourable Judges in 
respect of some specific law suit. In 
another case, a cleric, instead cf 
going to the court and seeking con-
viction and punishment of the pre- 
sumed culprit, took the law into his 
own hands and issued a Farwa 
against a Federal Minister. 

The things have come to such a 
sorry pass. The pity is that the PPP 
goveintneut does not realise the 
depth of fidelity which the masses 
cherish for it and of the loathing 
which they have for clerics who 
spread disorder in the land, 
although election results have 
illustrated it for many a time. 

So, if the Prime Minister really 
wants to root out sectarianism she 
has to enlist the help of some 
enlightened Ulema censcienteous 
members of the Opposition and 
restore the Constitution to its origi-
nal shape of 1973. She will make 
history if she achieves this feat. But 
so long as the Constitution remains 
divisive, the nation shall remain 
divided and at the mercy of the 
politically motivated clerics. 
NUR-UD-DIN MUNEER 
Karachi 
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Crusade against 
religious intolerance 
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