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Knowledge above 
bigotry 

SPEAKING to the Old Ravians in 
'Lahore the other day, Mr Hanif 
Ra4nay asked his audience what 
recognition had they extended to 
Nobel Laureate Abdus Salam. I 
believe no answer came forth. Most 
heads were downcast. 

After winning the prize, which no 
other scientist of the East and Mus-
lim world hat won in the field of 
physical sciences, when Dr Salam 
came to Pakistan, he briefly 
recounted, without complaint or 
languish, his conversation on tele-
iphone with the Principal, one Mr 
!Await, of his alma mater. He 
wanted to visit the College where 
'he had read (breaking all previous 
records • in all examinations) and 
;aught. The Principal said he was 
not well and the College was closed 
;for the week-end (or may be, he 
said, for some other ihort spell). 

• That was the closest Dr Salam 
came to his College then. Perhaps, 
he has come no closer since then, 
and it is 15 years ago and his as 
many visits to Pakistan. 

That a number of universities 
and other centres of letters have; 
honoured Dr Salam — in China and 
iBangladesh among them — is 
'irrelevant to us for those countries 
place knowledge above bigotry. Mr 
Awan should know that Dr Salam 
will be remembered for his know-
ledge and nobility long after he and 
his mentors of the dark dictatorial' 
era he wanted to please are forgot-, 
ten. 
K. IDRIS 
Karachi 
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