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‘mind and provide only

"Turkey’s pro-West: . tilt" (FP:
1.5.1994), I thought that Dr Shin-
wari deserved a detailed article in
response ‘so that he could be in-
formed about some .facts' about.
the Republic of Turkey. However,
when I finished his article, it was
more than' evident that the author
was among those who pass. an
opinion before acquiring knowl-
‘edge. Hence, he does not merit an
answer. But I know. that so many
of Ataturk’s’ admirers in Pakistan
would feel offended if I were not
‘to respond. The following.lines
are written with that thought in:
ly factual
corrections to the author’s allega-
tions. . - :

.The Ottoman Empire, about
which the author - writes so
favourable, was' not ruled by
"amirs®. The Ottoman rulers were
called sultans or padishahs.

The Ottoman - Empire  was’
doomed to collapse, as do all em-
pires. The factors that accelerated
this fall can be found in history
books.'I am not a historian but
know.  about history. It was
Mustafa’ Kemal who saved the
Turkish nation from total annihi-
lation and the country from being
totally dismembered by the victors
of the.-first World War and their :
collaborators. i

’ Musiafa ‘Kemal ‘did not .call

| “himself Ataturk it was the parlia-
. ment, the sole legitimate repre-

sentative of the pgople, that be-
stowed upon  him the name
Ataturk — Father of the Turks. ‘
. After the proclamation of the
republic, in 1923, the .laws that
were enacted did not curb reli-

- gious freedom at all. Freedom of

everything necessary in a civilised
society including freedom of faith,
has been put under the protection.

~. of law, that is to say, of the state.
* By the time of enactment of these

jaws, the Geneva Convention that
the author is referring to had not
been adopted. -

.Under Ataturk, from the ashes

. of the decadent Ottoman Empire,

a modern state has emerged

_where people are not discrimi-

nated against on the basis of their

. faith, sex, colour or ethnic origin.

Women are enjoying equal rights
with men. Discrimination against-

' women is tantamount to discrimi-

nating half of the nation. Why
should we deprive ourselves of
this valuable asset? All human
beings are created.equal and as
such are entiled to enjoy equal
rights.. o

In the article the author’ also
alleges that the constitution was

banning certain religious activi-
ties. I hi recommend him to
read the Turkish constitution.

. European’ continent.

looking. people to a -forward
looking nation. In this
adoption of the Latin alphabet
played a prominent role. first
census

© conducted in the Turkish
Republic in the 20°s revealed that

the literacy rate was around .13
per cent.’ to the adoption .
of the Latin alphabet and the ed-
ucation ‘campaign that was per-
sonally put to’stage- by Ataturk,
the literacy rate today. of the na-
tion-of 60 million people is about
90 per cent. On the other hand,
the Arabic alphabet did not en-
able the Turks'to write and pro-
nounce their tongue p; -

The author speaks about
NATO as an ssi ict: It is
not an aggressive, pact but a-de- -

fensive alliance ‘which, notwith-

standing the human. tragedy in

Bosnia, pl an important role
in the .positive development that
we have been witnessing on the
urkey’s
membership in Euro,

a member of various other Euro-

pean organisations also and even- -

tually will join -the Europcan

. Union. Turks, who contributed to

European development during
the last six centuries, cannot be

excluded from the [European

t Unionr if that institution is to

shape the fufure of the European
continént.

"“¢ The author also indulges in

Turkish domestic politics. That
part his article.is also full of fac-
tual mistakes; he. is even ignorant

“of the correct name of the politi-_

ciam and his party.
During - the .war_of  indepen-
dence, Ankara was the headquar-
ters of Turkey. The first Turkish
.Grand - National =~ Assembly
, (TGNA) conducted the war of in-
dependence from Ankara since Is-
‘tanbul was occupied-by the. for-
eign troops. After the victory, the
TGNA. declared Ankara as the
new capital of Turkey, on October
13, 1923. This choice is based on

strategic considerations: - :

It is a well known fact that the .

- cultural heritage of the Ottoman
Empire, . first and-’ foremost
mosques and other religious' and
historical structures) in Istanbul
and elsewhere .in Turkey, are
roperly restored and protected
gi the government ‘of Turkey.
illions of visitors from countries
all over the world visit” these
- monuments. . P
As a concrete ‘example of
Turkey’s solidarity with the Mus-
lims, I would like to point out that
Turkey plays an active rolé in all
international fora for defending
the right of Bosnian Muslims. The
overnment of Turkey has ex-
tended humanitarian assistance to

. bodies |
is not confined to NATO. We are

Protection Force in Bosnia. The
active role played. by Turkey- is’
largely recognised by. the interna--
tional community and appreciated
by the:Bosnian government. That .
policy will - continue.. Turkey’s .
g:nve} role in Azerbaijan .and -
Central Asian Republics is also:
praiseworthy. These blics ap-.
preciated ’ ey’s ‘active support.:
to their .efforts -for establishing -
.modern states. - . T
' * Following the: mation of :
the Republic of Turkey, a series..
of reforms liave been adopted-in :
social,. judicial, : ‘educational .and
carried-out with ‘great. vigour and !
emhuﬁmpbythm u
Secularism, which constitutes one:
of the main' pillars of the Turkishii
Republic, ensures full freedom far-
the practice of religion by all. - . ..
In conclusion, I should like to:-
emphasise  that ‘the dominant.
majority of the Turkish nation is
totally committed to the ideals-.
and principles of Mustafa Kemal¢
Ataturk. It is this majority that:
will - continue to ‘transform - the.
country and the nation ‘into:a:
modern state, based on the rule-of;
law, equality for all and secular-:

ism.
CANDAN AZER,
Embassy of Turkey.
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