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End religious 
apartheid 

From James D'Mello 

The Priine Minister and the Leader 
of the Opposition have both ex-
pressed their solidarity with the 
people of South Africa and hailed 
the end of apartheid. 

What better way for them to 
demonstrate their sincerity than by 
jointly putting an end to religious 
apartheid in Pakistan by doing away 
with separate electorate through 
appropriate constitutional amend- 
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Dr Salam at G.0 
• I READ the letter, "Knowledge,  , 

!above bigotry" from Mr K. Wrist, 
(Dawn May 8) white heavy heart as 
it makes a painful reading of the; 
most deplorable treatment being': 
meted out to the genius-son-of the 
soil, Nobel Laureate Dr Abdus 
Salem. The self defeatist inferior- 
ity complex with which our Estab-
lishrnentirulers, (mostly usurpers 
;of power) are suffering from, is the 
;greatest impediment in the way of 
!our real' national progress and 
development. Only God knows how ,  

(many Dr Salams have gone waste : 
and perished before blossoming. 

Mr Idris's letter reminds me ofl 
! my father's narration 20 years ago, 
as to how rough treatment was; 

;given to Dr Salan,i, bithe then Prin-; 
! cipal of the Geyernment College,', 
Lahore, in mid-fifties. Dr Salem, 

!had come back to his Alma Materl 
after doing his Doctorate in UK, 
and was appointed as Assistant 
Professor. An international science 
conference was being held in Delhi 
and Dr Salem was rushed to attend 
it. He had taken three days casual 
leave from the college, but he had 
to stay in Delhi for more than a 
week. And, when he returned and 

iatttended the college, the then Prin-
t' cipal, one Awan called an explana-
!don from Dr Salem for being 
absent from duty without leave.. 
And soon came his transfer order to 

loin the Government College, Sar-
godha, but Dr Salam thought it fit 

to rejoin the Royal College, London 
instead of Sargodha College. 

This wise step he took on the 
advice of his well-wishers, includ-
ing Prof Q.M. Aslam and Prof M. 
Rashid, both later on rose to 
become Principal of the G.C. They 
were real scholaf-principals of 
merit. They knew that if Dr Salem 
remained in our Education Depart-
ment, it would ruin his genius. 

They were right an young 
Dr Salem of 26 was wise enough to 
pay heed to thi:, ad), ce and left fr)r 
London. Thete he ». opounded his 
scientific theory in 1957 for which 
he was awarded Nobel Prize in, 
1979. Why after so many years? 
Only because he was a Pakistani 
and a Muslin; scientist. But as far as, 
Pakistan, rakistani nation and our 
establishment are concerned, Dr, 
Salam is a non-entity here. ' 

Never we see any mention of 
Dr Salem or his scientific achieve-
ments in any PTV or Radio prog- 
ramme. One remembers of 1979,: 
whin Dr Salem came to Pakistan 
after winning Nobel Prize, it was 
the Karachi University alone which 
accorded him befitting reception. 
Outside Pakistan, it was Aligarh 
University, India. Knowledge is 
down-graded by the rulers of Pakis-
tan, while bigotry has an upper 
hand here. Alas! 
ALAM 
Jhang 

rk°  

0)  

w441(5,;-:ia,,..1;11) 

; meats. 
Karachi 

From Sharnim A.Sheikh 

T.S. Bokhari, in his letter, "Origin of 
Mullahcracy" (News Post, April 27) 
has expressed disappointment over 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
BBC interview of April 13 because 
she did not say anything about the 
2nd Amendment, which virtually 
\turned Pakistan into a theocracy 
'and helped Gen. Zia to impose reli-
Oious apartheid in Pakistan in the 
;shape of the 8th Amendment. 

This disappointment of your cor-
respondent, shared by the Pakistani 
nation, is due to the bitter fact that 1 
political leaders do not believe in 
principles, have no faith in moral or 
ethical values. 

Their utterly irresponsible atti-
tude has created deep contradic-
tions in our national life and our 
Constitution has become a docu-
!tient full of contradictions. This is 

:the direct outcome of the double 
Standa.rds of our leaders, whether in 
government or out of it. 	, 

In every general election, the  
people of Pakistan have always re-
jected the Mullahs and their politi-
cal parties. 

But every time the politicaStad-
ership has disappointed the people 
at large. After forming a govern• 
tent the leaders become prisoneri 
of their self-interest and start boviL 

timidly, before the defeated and 
injected Mullahs. Before the elec-
tions all swear to undo the 8th 

:Amendment, but after getting into 
the government they forget every-
thing. 

To end this hypocritical attitudee 
our political leaders must be boldl, 
enough to practice in power what 

:they   pirneacentaihvianttednsopuirit to it. uaif L:ittstfooti:1 

mitten, we cannot hope for a better 
future, whether it is BB or NS or 
QHA, it will make no difference. All 
must pledge and act in unison tore-
yoke the 2nd and 8th amendments, 
which establish a system of reit-
peas apartheid in Pakistan. 
Sirgodita 

The Yews hsternatiossal: 

*On  day, May ao 
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