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Another murder in the name of

Manzoor Masih, a man accused in a

. blasphemy case, was gunned down in cold
‘blood in broad duylight as he and his
companions also were returning from a
court hearing in Lahore. The mun was sc-
cused of standing by, along with another
person, while Salumat Masih  allegedly
wrote something on the wall of a mosque
- that was insulting to the Prophet
Mubammad (PBUI). A case was insti-
tuted against the three under the blas-
phemy laws. Before their crime could be
proved in any court Manzoor Masih has
already succumbed to the murderer's
bullet. What the fate of the other two
would be remains to be seen. But if the
record is anything (o go by their chances
of surviving for very long are not partic-
ularly bright given the climate of rage fed
by uninformed righteousness that those
who make such accusations are usually
able to create against whomever they wish
to persecute. A murder of this kind is by
no means unprecedented. More than one
accused under blasphemy laws has been
killed by those all too ready to take the
law into their own hands whether because

- of & mistuken belicf that in so doing they
serve the cause of Islam or because they
are confident that they can project this as
the motive while settling personal scores.
The accused in such cases have been
known to be murdered in prison as well
while awaiting trinl. One accused in the
present case is Salamat Masih who is now
thirteen years old «nd was granted bail by.
the court last year by reason of being a
minor. He too was a target of the murder-
ous attack. Think of a boy this age having
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to live with the fear of being killed aut any
time for an offense that he suys he did not
commit. In any case what possible motive

But this brings us to the blasphemy
law itself. Under Section 295-C PPC, one
of the sections under which the three were
charged, there is no reference to motive
which is of crucial significance in criminat
law. To this extent it is a departure from
other similar laws as well. For instunce
Section 295-A emphasises deliberate and
malicious intent in the context of hurting
religious feelings. However, the issve is
brouder than this. There is little doubt
that the luw is being misused to settle
personal scores and in this regard the
minorities as we have witiessed time and
again are particulurly vulnerable. It is
time to make it absolutely clear to all
concerned that nobody will be allowed to
get away with murder, regardless of the
cover they seek to give this foul act. In the
present case those actually involved in the
attack as well as others who instigated
them have been identified by one of the
injured. The administration must bring to
bear the full force of the law against them.
Meanwhile - the reported proposal to
amend the blasphemy luw, making a false
punishable
imprisonment, must be pushed through
without further delay. Laws ostensibly
meant to ensure respect for our religion
have been abused with abandon for
purposes that run entirely contrary to
‘Islam’s humane ‘core and its spirit of
tolerance. This should not be allowed to

by ten years
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