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DAWN, SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 1994 

Blasphemy-laws 
encouraging 
`fanaticism' 

From Our Staff Reporter 
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KARACHI, April 9: The Chair-
man Emeritus of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan, Dorab 
Patel, on Saturday called for the 
repeal of Section 295 (c) of the PPC 
(Blasphemy Laws) on the ground 
that it had contributed to the 
growth of "intolerance" and 
encouraged "fanaticism." 

Addressing a Press conference at 
the Karachi Press Club, Mr Patel 
called it a matter of great concern 
that despite the murder of an 
accused being tried under Section 
295 (c), Manzoor Masih, in Lahore, 
there had been no condemnation of 
the incident by any political party. 
"This is a consequence of the sys-
tem of separate electorates which 
means that members of the minor-
ity communities do not form part of 
their constituency." 

Giving a background of the case, 
Mr Patel said that the HRCP 
lawyers had been receiving 
threatening calls since they had 
undertaken to defend the three 
accused in the blasphemy case in 
Gujranwala, 144-year-old Salamat 
Masih, Manzoor Masih and Rehmat 
Masih. The HRCP had filed a case 
for transfer and managed to get it 
out of Gujranwala into Lahore. 

Despite this, Mr Patel pointed 
out that Manzoor was gunned down 
in Lahore on April 5 as he left his 
lawyer's office. Two other co-
accused were also injured, one of 
them seriously. Their companion, 
John Joseph, assisting them in the 
case, was injured as well. 

The Chairman Emeritus held 
Article 295 (c) responsible for Man-
zoor Masih's death, pointing out 
that the law was so "vague" that 
anything construed by anyone  

against the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
could be interpreted as "blasphem-
ous." The Article was brought into 
Pakistan Penal Code in 1922 during 
the Nawaz Sharif regime, making 
death the only penalty for offences 
under the law. 

Mr Patel cited Article 295 (a) in 
the penal code as "enough" to deal 
with cases of blasphemy. He 
pointed out that since the Article 
(which was part of our British 
legacy) required "proof of intent", 
not many cases of blasphemy had 
been instituted under it. 

"If necessary, the punishment of 
imprisonment prescribed under 
Art. 295 ( a ) can be raised", he 
suggested. 

HRCP's Sindh Vice Chairper-
son Zohra Yusuf told the news 
conference that Article 295 (c) had 
been used "to settle personal 
scores", including land disputes. 

In this context, she quoted the 
example of Niamat Ahmer, a school 
teacher who was charged with blas-
phemy and killed because some 
vested interests wanted him trans-
ferred. Another case was that of 
Tahir Iqbal, who was killed 
because of a property dispute. 

The- HRCP further quoted the 
example of Muslim social worker 
Dr Akhtar Hameed Khan, who had 
been implicated in a blasphemy 
case by a person seeking to take 
over his office. 

While welcoming the govern-
nient's decision to support the cam-
paign against blasphemy laws, Ms 
Yusuf expressed the hope that it 
would not back out of its commit-
ment to repeal the laws under pres-
sure from fundamentalist groups. 
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