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Love for Urdu
From Gohar Rabbani

It was quite astonishing to learn
through a section of the Press that
some people are pressing that Urdu
must be made compulsory in the
Competitive Examinations.

Perhaps these people have lost
their senses. [t cannot be denied
that Urdu has its own importance as
a national language but it must not
be criticised just to exhibit patrio-
, tism. The fact is that one stays away
from Urdu just after FSc except
those students who take up Urdu at
the Graduation level as they have
the intention to do Masters in this

e,

This controversial issue has
been raised by those people who
have nothing to do but criticise.
Urdu has its importance in our
country but it has nothing to do in
the world around us. Besides, the
syllabus will certainly include Urdu
Literature which is not more than a
headache.

Through this letter I want to
make it clear to the supporters of
Urdu that they must not pose obsta-
cles for candidates with such a
baseless stand. It is the only exami-
nation left in Pakistan which can
pave the way for a bright career for
r.l}e young irrespective of any class

on.

The people who criticise English
are advised not to appear in the
CSS examinations. Instead of this
they should judge their ability while
: appearing in the PCS exams which

will certainly expose their so-called
love for Urdu.
1 Lahore

JL)%&'?&LJJ&J-“:’J
S PSS LA
S, ol g1 2 s
WSty ar & Ly
S L LY ezl
J/;ug.l,.,f(z ;_-«LU;C’
IL‘)}CJU";IJ'JJ‘)JL‘,{L'Y
..:-.l;u-fu.ﬁ.bgL':L/J[-.c
—u Bl LI L
FERFEE sl fleac]
FlrW . Lo coidhl
L VLIV dlseey G s S
Sy IS (Pt
S Sty
u:ﬁ s 3p iy wld
SIS U
B Jep £8S g Sk
Bl e 08 2t = sse SUF
GroB L LEvr b S
S SL L U
LSS G s e
&uaﬁc_-?ﬂ;u'd;b'ut

S @ (- Py P P

Sy $a e 3
Lf'..._-v"ju.'.'xf"[fjuld,lr&*‘
Sl =B agt
J‘W;uﬁulr?"Jh?-cg_
s eI, s
L».".—l_.g'u'(fﬁv:-igd'JLb"
shSe St
ALeAaihis et il
¥ 5?33 L JY
BES2sebLiatS
~& bl Ll
SLLE S S

ﬁt/:fu!,.?u'[d;'xwtfwjf
fc)'uj,}"u’u_lr‘s.ﬂu‘:u'_u'f
u.'/q.l:frguﬂﬂ-fﬁt),u:
bty P 2F 12
:»*,JJF'Z;/:J.;.U!:@:;.
S ) e s
Lh.*fi"f—f-"”'-gd"/;:dg
Freerug’ Pty ot
i, A YN e
b L oy &Ll
L Oyl g L o
LN 3 1 Ui -t
‘JFJO’:CJ.J‘.#{_./JJL{"Z“—}J‘

. The News internasional, Friday, March 11, 1994 7’¢.57\-_f'.:u{:—uis%c,-ﬁ‘e

LY Sble a5 L i

LS TIP3y

g.e‘:u’é'.gj‘jwc:.:.«;_f'
s iy el syl d il
0l - VU e 0
Sty S el o
‘acfgyau{;}b;u"ﬁ'j

INTERNATHONAL

JLDJVJQ?;}JJ L(_ﬁ"

S &L il 1y Ln,;utﬂ'
St Lyt Lt L
J:/jd"’lﬁd/‘é-ﬁtﬁ v
LIS ieafi

THENEWS

Editor-in-Chief Mir Shakilur Rahman
Senior Editor Z.A. Suleri

Editor M.A. Niazi

Vol 4 No 107 * -
Shawwal Al-Mukarram 26, 1414 A H
Phones: (042) 6367480 (Four lines), Fax: 6380868-6367631

Telex: 47820 News PK

PO Box 609
Thursday, April 7, 1994

Dealing with bigotry

J| he dastardly attack on the three accused of the
blasphemy case in Lahore on Tuesday, which
killed one and critically injured others, has to
be roundly condemned. This is not only be-
cause it is a serious crime, and has breached a funda-
mental human right, but also because the victims are
members of the minority community whom our religion
and constitution accords special status. More gallingly,
the unfortunate incident concerns a controversial case
which has already drawn much international attention
and caused embarrassment to Pakistan. At a time when
the country's detractors are trying to tarnish its image,
such acts are grist to their propaganda mills. Indeed those
who have committed the crime are not only enemies of
communal peace but are also a threat to the country’s na-
tional interest.

At a broader but not insignificant level the attack is
part of a growing menace of intolerance in society. This
reflects in the way certain groups treat minorities and in
the rising sectarian tensions, which every year lead to vi-
olence and killing. The threat that bigotry poses to the
fabric of society is too obvious to need elaboration. India
and Sri Lanka provide instructive examples of societies
endangered by intolerance. We would be turning our
faces away from reality to think that our fate can be any
different if intolerance continues to characterise our so-
cial, political and religious behaviour, as is the case today.
It flows from this that whether it is the killing of a mem-
ber of a minority group or sacking of the mosque of a dif-
ferent religious sect, misdeeds such as these must not go
unpunished. -

This obviously requires stricter application of law and
plugging its loopholes. Some argue that crimes involving
sensitive religious issues have to be handled delicately
and differently. This distinction is specious. A murder
committed under the cover of religion is not any differ-
ent from ‘ordinary’ killing. Both are pre-meditated and
deliberate, both involve the insane act of taking some-
body’s life. Then why shouldn't both fall under the
purview of the same law? It is this kind of legal sophistry
that has provided murderous fanatics an excuse to break
the law with impunity and escape the deserving punish-
ment. Years of immunity against law has emboldened
them to now disregard it all. The killing of Manzoor Masih
in-the backyard of the Lahore High Court is ample proof
of this brazenness, It is about time the government dis-
carded dithering and dealt withthe problésy-with afi tron
hand. It cannot allow the image of the country to be
slurred and the rights of minorities to be held at gunpoint
by a clutch of miscreants
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THE attack in Lahore on
Tuesday on three persons
implicated in a blasphemy
case, and a companion of
theirs, causing the death of one
of them and injuries to two
others, must be condemned as
an dct of monstrous crimi-
nality. While premeditation is
all too apparent, the circums-
tances leading to the attack
suggest blind religious fanati-
cism as the prime motive. The
hearing of the blasphemy case
in the court of the District and
Sessions Judge had been ad-
journed to a later date on the
plea by the complainant’s coun-
sel that his client wished to
make an out-of-court settle-
ment with the accused persons,
The police escort provided for
the four persons under orders
of the Lahore High Court had
also left after their arrival at
the office of the defence lawyer
and the four persons came
under attack shortly after-
wards by three gunmen riding
on motorcycles. One of the
injured persons, admitted in
hospital, said that he had been
able to identify the complai-
nant, the pesh imam of a village
mosque in Gujranwala district,
as being one of the three
assailants.

It is entirely possible that the
pesh imam, in a fit of religious
self-righteousness, persuaded
himself that he had the right to
pronounce the death sentence
on someone he considered
guilty of blasphemy and, with-
out waiting for the court to
deliver its verdict, to carry out
the “execution” himself. The
accused persons, during the
hearing of their bail applica-
tion in the Lahore High Court
earlier, had pleaded that they
feared harassment at the hands
of the complainant and were
granted the facility of the
police escort.

Not unexpectedly, the inci-
dent has aroused a deep sense
of outrage among all right-
thinking people and the
Human Rights Commission’s
description of it as “naked fas-
cism” aptly describes the gene-
ral feeling. The definition of

'« blasphemy in Section 295-C of
the Pakistan Penal Code is
much too vague and

tion, or by
innuendo  or

(ﬁJ(—-JLLJd—JV‘U‘u’
ALU!‘FI)JI /L K.,/'J/

An outrageous .act

generalised, so that there is
always the possibility of some
overweening religious zealots,
taking the law in their own
hands in accordance with their
own notion of what blasphemy
is, or arbitrarily accusing some
others of this offence. The Sec-
tion, as it stands, provides
death sentence for “whoever,
by words, either spoken or writ-
ten, or by visible representa.
imputation,
insinuation,
directly or indirectly, defiles
the name of the Holy Prophet
{(PBUH).” There have been
quite a few instances of those
who conceive of themselves as
“pious” or “noble” and, there-
fore, fit to interpret such laws
in accoerdance with their own
lights and prosecute or harass
members of the minority com-
munity under the cover of the
blasphemy law. Someumes,
these laws have been used to
sertle personal scores. Since
the charges against the four
Christians in this instance are
still subjudice, it is not proper to
comment on their validity or
otherwise. However, it is perti-
nent to recall that it was not
very long ago that renowned
social scientist, Dr Akhtar
Hameed Khan, who is engaged
in a highly laudable community
development project in
Karachi’s Orangi town, was
harassed and persecuted by
implicating him in a blasphemy
case.

By a happy coincidence, the
blasphemy law is reported to
have been reviewed by the
federal cabinet the day the
heinous incident took place in
Lahore and a draft legislation
is said to be under way to make
blasphemy a non-cognizable
offence and also to provide for
a penalty of 10 years’ imprison-
ment for anyone who makes
any false accusation under this
law. Howevery as long as the
definition of blasphemy
remains vague and imprecise,
incidents such as the attack on
the four Christians in Lahore
would remain a strong possi-
bility. These are bound to be
viewed in the outside world us
instances of religious mntole-
rance in the country and as a
threat to Pakistan's minority
communities.
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