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Muslim decline

PLEASE refer to the recens
article under the title, “Decline of
Muslim society” by Dr. Ziauddin
Ahmed (July 23). This artcle
reminded me of what a grear states.

man, philesopher and leader of liss
time, Sir Sultan Mohd Shah Aga

Khan IIl had said in one of his
memorable speeches. Diagnosing
the cause of the downfall and decav
of Muslims, he had said:

“...lhe greatest and by far the
most important, indeed the mother

of all the other causes direcr or
indirect, 1s the intellectual and

spiritual revolution that took pluce
in West soon after the renaissance

but which unforrunately for us we
misunderstood at the tme und
have suffered from it ever since

The revolution led to immense
power over the force of
nature...Alas, at the critical time in
the Muslim East, more and more
thought and concentration was
given to further study of the classi-

cal discoveries of the past. The ‘Al
lama theory of knﬂwledge in whieh

the past was given complere wis.
dom and rthe future was to follow

rather than go forward, put a stop
to what was important for political,
economic and indeed cultural life
Both east and west are agreed thu
the Greco-Arab period prodoced
some ol rhe greatest intelloot vl
glﬂms of the human race. Bui wilitly

we were satisfied o look ar the
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Gen Zia’s legacy

THE article of Mr F 5. A_ja:ur.rllm
(4 eewvnr July 15) was indeed an eve
opener and mind refreshing pro-
vided one has both.

He has very carefully analysed
the period of General Zia-ul-Hag.
In fact, this is the period in the his-
tory of our country when Zia polit-
cised the Army and militarised
politics.

It was Zia's period that we saw

the birth of MQM, Nifaz-e-Figah-e-
Jafaria, Sipah-i-Sahaba, Punjabi
Pakhtoon Ittehad, Jeay Sindh
Separatists and many drug barons
and drug mafia. All such parties or
prpanisations were armed to their
teeth with the gift presented by
Gen £1a 1.e. Kulashnikov.

How much killing twwk place
amongst these proups and how

many tnnocent peuple lost therr
lives, 15 well known to all of us.
Whart service Zi1a did to Islam? And
what damage Zia did to the politi-
cal system of the country could be
well gauged from the political situ-
ation prevading in the country at
the moment. | ask them who was

the architect of this Eighth Amend-
ment due 1o which every political
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party has sullered.

world thmugh the eyes ul ol Mr N S i 'n :
What Nawaz Sharid i1s going

giants, the West insisted on muore

and more pigmies sitting one over
the other on the top of the giants'
shoulders till their accumulated
height was infinitely greater than
that of the original giant on whom
they had built their foundations.”

(Message to the “World of
Islam™: a collecrion of speeches ul

otr Sultan Muhammad Shah Apu
Khan 111, P-55).

I only wish our educationisis.

scholars, philosophers, historians
and legislarors think on these lines

and try to understand the irue
causes of the Muslim decline and

STz bnkls S g d i/
ey f-—-‘ ;J'ngﬂ‘—;‘rv

,I.-shf 'ﬁ’ ' :'-q_,r‘-n’-f -—U-"J ¢
7Sy Pl (e

L('Mf- s (-‘,r"'a-u:-f'
L P NI T

i3l u‘J;uf:"’!MF'
= uﬂﬁ’fug'_;lfﬂb’,_,i_.uh-'_

through at the moment is mainly
due 1o this Eighth Amendment —

first he came to powet because of
this and now he s suffering
because of this

[t has been reported thut a large
committee has been set up by Mr
Nawaz Sharif to make arrange-
ments for the death anmiversary of
General Zig-ul-Hag. which shall be
observed on Aug 17 onalarge scale
0 pay homage to Gen Zia for his

STy II.E‘-III'I"r]-JmﬂIIII:I % mmah. Here
mav | ask which service 15 bemng
referred to? Was Sharnat enlorde l

recommend remedial steps accord:

ingly.
JAN-E-ALAM KHAKI
Karachi

- LJ#EI?-LJ.F#/!UF-U.{JJ'
U’.ﬂjn—(’i’-u.ﬂ"f

F

DAWN TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 199§ Py f S 00 B
33 ﬂﬂﬁb'u:—u{cﬁ-a’b‘frul

g”.ﬁ.’_—[":ﬁ'ﬂl wlﬁidbﬂu'

;u,l‘;J L Fplaged_ s 2
S B

)5
flﬁqr'..-..-"'..r:

e Ly g1 et
-U‘JJLJE&&IHF
}fl‘ ‘_;qf_;kiduffrr"ﬁ_n
K5 Lot A Uﬁﬁt‘/dﬂlfh
a‘.’.urrpﬂgu—;.uwi“;wl_
I Jl-uﬁbzkbrf ul“')
L'JJ!,FWU'JH-‘L-.{_,‘::MJII
( bl VR U%f Lﬂ;i._h
MSBUL P KL LIg 14 2
SAANL b5 L I~ = 650
'_,;;._f"LJJL._;.rL)-:E'iLﬂ_f"
:ﬁi?é-,fﬂfjigﬁﬁ'ﬁ-'-‘fﬁﬂ'
AUt b tsthes Sl o

a2 hf,usf}...aj (S
Ty -] e Lugf;tﬁf
#&qud_bﬂd;bﬁ!.ﬂrﬁgf
L.r’fdﬂ:."'

siSele
ﬁ-ﬂ.ﬁ;inﬁﬂ'-d—fdjﬁt_{
,_f’- =l u:"

during the 1l-vear-rule ol Zia?
wWhat lzlamic laws were enforced

during Zia's pui wal excepr Hudood
which have become a new ool ol tor-

rure and bribery in pulice hands.
Was Ummah united during Zia's

period? Zia could et even per-
suade lran or ]ruq to stop their war.

Then which service to Ummpih are
they talking abour? -

The new class ol H._H.Hﬂl'dﬁ..
created during Zia's regime armied
with Kalashnikovs, fully combat-
ant. are trigger finger away from

another Beruit. So far not even 2"
of their sophisticated wEaI;nnm

have been recovered by the Army.-

1t is high rime that Mr Nawaz
Sharif and his group realise what
Zia-ul-Hag did, and be honest and
have the couruge to cvall spade a
spade.

According to me the only good
service Zia did to this nation is that

he brought to limelight energetic
and dvnamic Nawaz Sharif.

Stand up Nawaz Sharif like an
honest man, and. while criticising
vour opponents, for once atleast
criticise Zia-ul-Hag for what he has

done; atleast criticise him for
Eighth Amendment. In the
farewell speech on television,

Nawaz Sharif himself admitted
about the kialashnikov and hermn
culture, The ironv of fate 1s that not
once he mentioned who was
responsible for all this mess,
although he criticised people way
hackup to 1971,

MRS ZAHIDA R. MU RZA

Lahore
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