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Perils of permanence

[T is almost an unequivocal time itself. these periods are hum-
assessment by the veteran obser- ble minuscule. Those who have
vers of the Pakistani politics and read philosophy, those who believe
politicians that since the inception in religion, those who are aware of
of Pakistan, the -best functional the medical realities, those who
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government that ever existed is

that of Moeen Qureshi. Things are
happening; and they are happen-
ing quickly. The confidence and
sincerity demonstrated by Moeen
Qureshi is infectious.

What is making them tick? No
minister has yet asked for a million

to dish out contracts. Surprised?

(learly because they are not per-
manent. They do not have o Jdish

out favours; they do not have to
recyive any thing in return, votes
included.

s brings an interesting
inquiry: Why haven't the elected
governments worked? It is because
of a basic flaw in human concept.

Human beings forget how trans-
lent their existence is. Power cor-
rupts and absolute power corrupts
absolutely, is an old dictum but it

deserves repeating as oft as possi-
ble. Humans have short memories:

they easily forget the temporari-
ness of their existence once they

come to realise that they can, in
their own meagre way, change
destinies. - Unfortunately, the
strongest of the strong, the bravest
of the brave, the mightiest of the
mighty, all meet the same end.
Bernard Shaw wrote eloquently

about man's plight of facing death:
“What he saw was that his origin,
nis growth, his hopes and fears, his
loves and his beliefs are the out-
come of accidental collocations of
atoms; that no fire, no heroism, no
intensity of thought can preserve
an individual life beyond the
grave; that all the labours of ages,
all the devotion, all the inspiration,
all the noonday brightness of

have seen passing of souls, those
who think, they must all agree with
this argument; we shall all perish.
The sense of temporariness should
make us humble; we should make
our best efforts to make this a bet-

ter place to live for others, a fact
that we should appreciate if we are

IO Survive as a race or even us a
speciles.
It Is u plry that afior & flew wooks

we will again face a government
which might soon begin believing

that they are here to stay till
doomsday; they will then be bent
on destroying us all because it is
through this indiscriminate
destruction that they will find a sol-
ace in their insatiable desire for
permanence.

How do we break this cycle?
There is a simple solution but not
very palatable to many. By con-
stitution, prohibit re-elecrion to
prime ministership or reappoint-
ment to ministeria! posts (regard-
less of the length of tenure); let
them all sit out for at least one term
of the government. This will have
two benefits. First, it will force
political parties to develop more
leaders instead of dynasties and
secondly it will make them realise
that there 1s much more to life with-
out being in the driving seat.

That's what the US Constitution
did when it restricted that the Pres-
ident cannot be elected for more
than two terms; this was aimed at
preventing seeding of dynasties.
Every two years, half of the Con-
gress gets re-elected; Senators

every four years, though with no
limit on the number of terms. We
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human geniuses, are destined 1o are not even ready for that yer.

extinction in the vast death of the We should also disqualify for
solar system.” Such is the irony of elections those ‘who have been
human life and suchisthe dilemma groomed to be feudal lords. How

of man’s survival attitude. about disallowing all- those who
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