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ELECTION 93

AHMADIYYA POSITION

ON L pl-elbncei e f LS ke Kty
MINORITIES ELECTION T AP TS
The schedule for election 1993, for National L U e S P I PSS S s 3 S I S

and Provincial Assemblies, including non-Muslims

reserved seats has been notified and published in T - I <

the Haiiﬂnlar Fress Lﬁ’u—;" - Jj -~ L,lfdl—‘"’ [‘U-ﬂd: -;_,EJI;‘; JL' .:';j .:'_-!JJ’JJ r’:./r
It 1s a8 well known and recorded fact that the -

Ahmadiyya community considers it against their R T R oy B o & jiig N

conscience and faith to avail the Non-Muslim seals £ "L'b""’j*b ‘JI"‘HI’"""UP X & d[ "~_L ﬂ“trmdb““ d‘”“"

reserved for Ahmadis According to the Ahmadiyya

pbelief any person who disassociates mimsell from f'iﬁ‘;-'—)bd_[wJJ';T,fgﬁ} .jj}'/\!r'_/riﬁ:. .:--"thii

the Holy Prophet Hazrat Mohammed (peace be =
: - A | ! M S y
upon him) ceases to be an Ahmadi upon such O ey = [{HJILOJ'(L‘}J:'JPJ'Z w b T |-

disassociation. It 1s for this reason that Jammat
Ahmadiyya has throughoul considered it against

their faith and conscience to avail these seats. ...:JE,:L;,‘L-;'&/ ;J'J’fﬂu}?ﬁ:—'uJJf -..J_j,;' ILE;H:.::E‘
The members of Jammat Ahmadiyya as 0 3 ‘

Conscienlious objectors have, therefore persistently . o "W 1 S P -

declined to enlist themselves as voters, Since "':"’{’J‘d*"-“:'diké" - "."'”k"-ir‘”"f-l ui)g'-"‘:""‘fr

Ahmadis have not enlisted themselves as voters. - . .

there is no Ahmadiyya constituency and there -.r:._ij'* ¥ Hf jj:rf‘r{'_.l, P f.._{lfbr."-'

cannol De any representative to represent them.

During all previous elections this fact has been A BN T P |

recorded time and again that Ahmadis do not wish Mﬂf‘-’"’ ‘Jf""u"ﬂl'}

to avail these seals.

The chief eleclion’ commissioner was = e S
apprised of this situation personally by a delegation Fy e . °
and through wrillen representatlion. The fact has tﬁj A#L o Lﬂv‘ LJ I
thus been recorded time and again that Ahmadis do o " T
not wish 1o avail these seats. Election of these seals -

s a negation of the very principle of representation, . )

a violence to spint of the constitution and an outrage {Jb’..ulu{fﬁé'ﬂf;'.:ilﬂrth:fﬁ}

l0 justice, fairplay and fundamental human rights.
Any person conlesting on any of these seats

as Ahmadi cannot represent the Ahmadis nor can

Ahmadis accept him as their representative nor
should he be declared as such.
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- Wheo owns Dr Salam?
_OFF THE CUFF

Masood Hasan

0 Dr Salam hes in Trieste. hght-
S ing a disease which seems re-
lentless 1n its destruction of ope

of the world’s greatest scientists, certainly
one without par to emerge from Pakistan.
Our personal equation with the Doctor 15
full of contradictions and reflective of cur
usual standards of hypocrisy and inhu-
manity. Is he one of us or 1s he not? Is he
a source of pride or 15 he an embarrass-
ment? Is he to be revered or is he to be
ridiculed? Is he, above all, a Pakistani oris
he a heretic and, therefore, beyond the

'‘pale of Islam™?
A few years ago, Dr Salam, much to the

consternation of the democratic govem-
ment of General Ziaul Hag and to the
many sernous-faced, jelly-livered gophers

wlill 18, Pakistan ka matlab Kiva'! There
was more confusion when word came

Jhrough that Dr Salam had stated that he

would receive the pnize as a cinzen of his

country, Pakistan. Sensing the confusion

in the ranks here and in the UK, the Brnitish
with whose institutions of leaming Dr
Salam has had a long associatuon, an-
nounced that Dr Salam was one of their

own, This further confounded the brains in

Islamabad. Tt was a classic situation of

‘hanged if we do and hanged if we don't’
and there was a great deal of dithening wath
words like ‘perhaps’ and "'maybe and
‘supposing” being tossed about hike plastic
garbage bags. In the end. after what wasa
long and embamassing delay. Pakistan
‘recognised’ the good Doctor to be a genu-
ine Pakistani product and one about whom
the country (whatever that means) was
proud. His having won a dobel Prize was
therefore equated with a singular honour
and achievement for the country of his
birth, Pakistan. The problem, however,
didn't end ‘there. Dr Salam went up the
stage in his country’s traditional ature,
cutting a fine figure, the crisp shalwar, the
sherwani, the rurrah. Worse, he immedi-
ately commutted an act of breaking the

country's laws, when he recited from the
Quran, which he could not do, not being a
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sion. It may have been a pragmatic inter-
pretation of the situation, but there was no
heart in it. The Pakistan government's
enlightened policy makers had merely
extricated themselves from an embarrass-
ing situation, but the wrony was not lost on
many Pakistanis here and abroad. [t was of
course Mr Bhutto's government which

relegated the Ahmedis (o a position some-
where between the devil and the deep blue

sea. It was further embellished upon by
succeeding governments and their perse-

cution continued with great zeal and en-

thusiasm. It 15 ronical too that Dr Salam
got more response from General Ziaul
Haq. Ms Bhutto was not even ready to see
him when she was PM, a meeting which
Dr Salam had requested. Talk of enlight-
ened leadershup! 1 understand that the
University (if we must call it that) in
[slamabad, | forget the name, refused to
confer an honorary doctorate on Dr Salam

because he was an Ahmedi. Just as well Dr
Salam who has honorary doctorates from

just aboutevery country might have hadto
explain this one, our international aca-
demic reputation being what it s, If there
is one thing Dr Salam does not need, it is
an honorary degree from one of our "pres-
tigious' universities which would be
awarded to him by some factotum of the

9 e L o 3 idJL;;"L;Ir ‘J;'E"' ‘Llﬂw:LFL"LF
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seek him out. Obviously this man contin-
ves (o display traits that are not very Pakistanu.
Dr Salam does not need any glory from
this country. He rose from humble origins
in remote Jhang and has nsen (o the top in
a field whoge name most of us cannot spell
leave alone understand. What he has
achieved 1s not for Pakistan to determine.
Others, more gifted, more educated and
more aware, have already done soand will

do 50 long after Dr Salam has bid these
shores good-bye. It 1s 1n our inhuman and
beastly attitude towards those who may
not share our viewpoint that we are most o -
be blamed. We cannot tolerate dissent in

any form. We are ngid and hard, showing
none of the virtues which God has indeed
blessed his creation with. We have no
hearts, we feel nothing except anger and
intolerance. We are full of venom and
destruction. We cannot rise above ourown

mediocrity. The way we have treated Dr
Salam is the same artitude that has charac-
terised our behaviour with other gifted
sons and daughters of this soil. Saadat
Hasan Manto, Roshan Ara Begum, -
Amanat Ali Khan, Faiz Ahmad Faiz- the
list is long and full of pain. So many
talented people whom we have not taken
into our fold. What we have encouraged,
nurtured and fostered is heaps of medioc-

nity which has now grown to become the
dung-hill of our total national achieve-
ment. Dr Salam may die forlom in the
. knowledge that the one place where he
wanted appreciation most from, never
gave it to hum. He should know that there
are many in this land who love and respect
hum and who take his name with the rev-

Government of Pakistan who may not
have gone beyond poumary class himself
and-that too by bribing the headmaster.
o, Dr Salam should stay away [rom our
Jevrees shonorary or otherwise. That has,
howeser, not stopped him from helping
mamerous Pakistam students with money,
v e and guidance. They say he goes out
ot his way to help our young students who

of the Foreign Office, ended up being
nominated for the Nobel Pnze. The deci-
sion caused a flurry in the diplomatic

commidors in Islamabad and ourembassy in
London. What was the Pakistan govemn-
ment to make of this announcement?
There were no immediate answers. INOt
surprising considering that 46 years after |
coming into being, the popular question  nomination was an administrative deci-

erence that it deserves. |
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Muslim by definition of those who had
made his community outcasts in theirown
land. However, mercifully, Dr Salam was
spared the blasphemy charge and was not
prosecuted for takang the Lord's name in vaun,

Since then, we have not had much to do
with Dr Salam. [he F#'I:U“ll' decision tha
was taken on the eve of his Nobel Prise
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1 he spitters
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(5) the Betel Leaf (Paan) Chewer:
beware, for he 1s the deadliest of
the species who strikes suddenly
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MY apologies to Mr. Mohsin
*Elatuy tor thns sequel 1o his IEIIEI'I
caphionced. . e spitters” (Aug ). |
Delieve that ke me every country-

man has sullered at the hands (o1
more approoriately, the mouths) of
the sp.iters.

bewing one of our favourite pas-
times, the same having been
develuped into an art by some. By a
conservative reckoning this act
alone may consume a good part of
an individual’s life, say on an aver-
age about one hour out of the 17-18
hours per day (the remaining b-/
hours being reserved for normal
sleep, during which time, if allowed
a choice the spitters would proba.
bly prefer to carry on spitting).
Spitters in our country abound
and thev can be graded into classes,
each distinct from the others, viz
(1) the I[hisorderly (Haphazard)
Spitter: he is the one who can usu-
ally be seen walking along the
streets and spitting automatically,
almost as an impulsive reflex
action and without seeming to be in
control (2) the Finicky Spitter: he
clearly relishes the act and unlike
his counterpart mentioned above,
unleashes salvos only at specific
objects lining up his route, grin-
ning with delight on scoring hits
and scowling when he misses, (3)
the Mobile Spitter: he strikes with-
out warning from his mobile van.
tage point (bus, minibus, car, etc).
He may, while the vehicle is statio-
nary, release his load on unsuspect-
ing passers-by or, while on the
move, poke his head out the
nearest window and tryv to “un-

load™ against the on-rushing wind,
simultaneously doing his utmost to

avold messing up the side of his
vehicle. The end result is normally
found attached to the windscreen
of the vehicle directly behind, (4)
the Acrobatic Spitter: while ariv.
ing he will suddenly open the car’s
door, lean out and commence spit-
ting (all the while trying his best
not 1o losé control over the car) and

and often without meaning to. |
spreak from personal experience as
I hiave sultered the Ignominsy of
Do it on the receiving end while
spitting can be described as' sittuing opposite a membe

III '!'.:il;"l-
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clan. Thev have given more « olur to

the 1diom. “Painting the [own

Red".

Apart from the above, people
also indulge in group spoting. | los
can usually be withies~ed In
stadiums during a sporting ey ent as

well as 1in the dark contines of

cinema halls where one cannot see,
but is able to hear the act being exe-
cuted all around and except for har-
bouring feelings of revulsion and
nausea, there 1s nothing much one
can do.

While it i1s umiversally acknow
ledged thart it is intellect (the abil
ity of being able to reason) wheoh
sets a human apart from an anumal,
l am compelled to believe that the
act of spitting 1s also ("™ measure
between man and amima  Some
animals do spit, not because 17 ) an
ingrained habit but purely out of
necessity or using the same as o
defensive mechanism. Man alone
spits wantonly, with abandon and
without giving a second thought to
the inconvenience it may cause Lo
others. Then again the ability to
remain indifferent and apatheric
towards the sufferings of others is
also a quality which is uniquely
human where the dignmity of
another individual is virtually of no
significance.

Since this malady seemingly
does not "a2ve a remedy I can only
second th. proposal put forward by

Mr. Mohsin Elahi that such indi

viduals hang a spitoon aroung their
necks to use in case of need. Which
brings me to another “disease”
rampant 1n our country, l.e. urinat-
g in the open. What should one
suggest for them, portable urinals?
MUHAMMAD ASLAM QUADRI
Karachi
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