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B A Muslim man tells ot
surviving seven months in a
Serbvan prison camp

By Chuck Lindell
Amernican-Statesman Siall
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- Senad Memic almost died in the sum::
betrayed by one-time friends because 11
and he was not

Flesurvived seven months ina Bosmin Herzegoving
prison camp, rations of bread and dirty water and vu:
merous beatings before reuniting with his family and
emigrating Lo Austin. |

Memic's crime: bemng a Muslim m Woonia, the
homeland from which he was expelled oo nithless
program ol "ethnic cleansing” = the v Vit TR
cial punity that thousands of Bosnians Lave ged <ur
vived.

A year later, speakmg msnde the small MNorthe st

Ausglin apartinent he shoares waith b owobe ol
chitldren, Memne st et Tt o the toesaalite v

could say was he was fine.
“1 did that so she would know 1
WS E.li‘-r’ﬂ," he l-Iu';'lilIi-
Memic has dilficulty talking

AL
witnessed. )
“T'here are no words to describe

what they have done,” he said.
The Memic family — Senad and

Ajsha; their daughter, Senada, 9:
and son, Amir, 7 — lived in Sanski
Muost, a city of about 60,000 in
northeast  Bosnia-Herzegovina.

“eanng Serbian troops would ar- .

rive Lo carve out Serb-only strong-
nolds in the region, Memic sent his
family to Zagreb, Croatia, to live
~ith relatives.

He was alone when the three

narmed Serbs, neighbors all, came
tn his door last summer.

.~ ““T'hese are guys he'd sit down
'with to drink coffee, to have meals.

'Their children played together ev-

+ ery day. And they took him away,”
. said Husejin Dervic, the Austin
- son of Bosnian parents who acted
| as interpreter.

=
E
;!

Memic was herded into a truck
with 200 other Muslims. A tarp
was drawn tightly over the top.
What little air was left quickly be-

came unbreathable in the summer
heat.

For six hours, Lthe truck contin-
ued toward the prisun camp. When
1t hinally stopped, 24 men were ¢ar-
ried from the back, dead. Memic, a
slight man, said he would have
been the 20Lh if not for two strong
friends who stood next to him,
clearing n space and massaging his
Libs when he lost all feeling below
the waist. He still hias eirculation
problems in his legs

“They are worse than wolves,”
Aisha Memic sad of the Serbs who

furned on her husband. "They
have no conscience with what they
are doing.”

For the first 1Y% months in the
harbed-wire enclosed camp, pris-

oners ate only a few ounces of

hread a day. Dninking water was
«parse and polluted. Letters took a
month to arrive, and all Memic

about his time in the camp, a con-
verted farm where prisoners slept

n animal pens. He still doesn't
know why he and about 1.000 oth-

. 'ﬁ' f HUNGARY
Zagreb E"J.r'(‘\ 1'&,
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ers were taken to Crodatia and freed
on Dec. 14,

“We were told we were never
getting out,” he said. "'l expected to
die there.”

Today, cleared of unwanted
Muslims and Croats, Sanski Most
12 a town of 30,000 Memic said.
Many homes in the Muslim sector
were destroyed by shells.

A monthslong Serbian siege of
oarajevo, the once-beautiful cap
tal of Bosnia, continues, (lonversa-
tion in the Memie household stops
when the television shows coun-
trymen and  women  pocking
through garbage and digging up
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-~ ratlroad ties for fuel.

“The U.S. and Europe accepted
[Hﬂﬂniﬂ'ﬂ F.u‘lr'ErE"lEﬂT.}'.” Memic
said in frustration. “But when they
are losing their homes and their

lives, evervbody 18 turming thear
head."”

He said the United Nations
should lift the arms embargo that

gives the heavily armed Serhs an
insurmountable advantage.

- "{here would be big thanks just
for that. It would give the people
some dignity to fight for them-
gelves,” Memic said,

" Alter the Memics spent months
in Croatia, the International Red
Cross helped bring them Lo Lhe
United States. Four weeks ago, o
refugee service placed the family in
Auslin.

‘lﬁht'}' knew nobody and hoad no
possessions. The help they re
ceived from a local mosgue and
church was a poimant introduc.
tion to Amernca’s religious harmo
ny -— in the former Yugoslavia,
Muslims and Christians are mortal
ENemies.

"It 18 a good sign for a Mushm
family to see Lhatl some people whio
clmim to be Chnstians are Lrie
Christians,” said Hussam Avloush,
a member of the Austin Mosgue

The mosque and St. (George's
piscopal Church helped furnish
the apartment, and Refugee Ser-
vices 1n Austin helped pay the rent.

It's back to the beginning (or a
lamily thal expected a promising
tuture for Lheir children. Memae
left an electromies job at a tele-
phine company; his wife ran a su-
permarket.

“We thouglu we would never
nuve Lo worry nboul mnoney .
Bal evervihing we worked lar s
gone. Now wis hinve [H‘llltiui,':. Aera,
sa il Mﬂmi{‘, w i now works ax a
painter.

He sighs and pauses.

“We'll just po on and work and

abwah
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