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Deforestation
From Abid Habib

A lnend of nune visited the Murree
Hills alfter lorty years. He was
shocked Lo see 50 many bare hills.
He wld me: “lorty years ago, all the
hills were wooded. Where have all
the trees gone? What has happened
Lo all the wildlife of these lavely
hills”

Now Murree is not the only hill
station deprived of its beautiful
irees. Fractically all the mountains
in the country have been deforested.
This is not a good sign. Many
calamities can take place due to this.

One hig problem will be erosion.
With cach rainfall, a lot of soll goes
wilh the ruinwater into the rivers.
Therefore all our rivers are soiled
with sut. Thus sut [ilis up the river
bed causing the nvers t flow higher
than the normal position and there-

lore dangerous floods are withessed
CVOTY year

NOow thal the trees are not thore,
Lhe soll is loose and even a minor
carthquake can cause disastrous
dandsitdes winch may endanger pre-
clous lives of people and wildlife.

U we are not careful. we will
soon hear ahout a number of floods
a number of landslides and a num-
ber of disasters. Let us do some-
Liung belore it is oo late.

I put forward the following SUg-
gesbions Lo save this siluation

— Lt us Mmake a firm comimit-
nent Lo plant as many trees as pos-
sihle especially on the hills.

— Buying and selling of land
siiould be stopped in the hill stations
0 Lhat fewer houses are built there.

— The government must con-
siler giving tree plantation a prior-
Y, t."S-IJI:.*I..'Ii_I:“}' On the hills,

— To enyoy the cool, many peo-
ple go for holidays to the hills. 1
‘hink they will be ever so glad to
piant a tree on the hill stations. The

sivernment could provide nurseries
and make the holiday makers buy a

lree and plant it where it is most re-
(uIred

— Unly the lifeless trees may be

ciut down and with each tree cul

UOWD ten new Lrees may be planted.
Lahore

“H' H’L"W.‘h lernplonal,. Tuesdoy August 10, 1993
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