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Bosnia's sumval
From Mohammad Ashraf Khan

The head of the International Red

Cross Mission, Mr Frederic, was re-
cently killed in Sarajevo, and just
after it 300 women and children
fleeing to the capital, were taken
hostage by Serbs and held in a
sport complex as bargaining chips
to secure the release of their sol-
diers trapped in the city.

The blood-letting which has
turned the entire country into
killing fields was summed up by a

UN officer under the impression
that the entire population of Bosnia
was committing suicide. This death
drama Is being played in Bosnia by
the Serbs and Croats with no regard

{or international law.

it 1s high time for the Muslim
world to sit together and decide on
8 way of saving the Muslim popula-
tion of Bosnia from compete geno-

cide. It is quite obvious that the UN
has completely failed to a take any

proper decislon in favour of
Bosnia's survival,
Mardan

The News International, Sunday, August 8, 1993
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Roots of instability

EVERYNWODY acknowledpes the
Lot that our polinical leaders have

apsun faled. However, the gues:
tone is: "Whether fresh elections,

even if free, tair and impartal,

winilld be able to bring politwcil sta-
ity an the country.”™ Unless oane

L same ety forms goves niments

situllaneousiy ot the Centre us

well as i all the tour provinces, the
LS W EET 1% & I:!:Il._'l | Lk

Lin the aother hand it seldom hap-
penseven moountries where polit-
cul stability s firmly establsihed
tha! governments in all the pro-
vinces oy well as at the Centre
helong 1o one single pariv. This
could oply bappen in  totalitarim
regimes — like those of Awvub
Khan and Liaul Hag

All the advanced couninies of the
world have achueved lasung politi-
cial stabaduy by balancing thei
averall systems through formarion
il smaller provinces in large
number, due to whach therr tederal
PN CIImIeC NS arge |'|.'L|1']j||:|.- LI Xisl:
IR with even (e opprostbnng goy
CEIIMEnts i several provinoes/sub-
systems without any tension. The
calimples of the USA, Japan, India,
France, Lermany ewd are belore us.
Phas srability and working har-
oy would have nor been poassible

Il the number of provinces would

ive Deen as small as Yoour and that
Lo dangerausly anbalanced and
HNProporiiondale 45 10 Our case
['unjab hoaving 30" population
and Baluchustan having 44 area
—= i unique positnn i the comity
o Tt O |

Une would b surprised (o note
the unugue Teature of our country
"fukistun being the b6th largest
country hus the smallest number of
provinces i Lthe world, |=I1-|.'i'l.il'll|ll1-1.1I
very small countries like Nepal,
Shutan, Sri Lanka, Yemen, Jordan
and Israel.

it 15 only due o the structural
dudemma in the shape of the imba.
lance 1n oul !"i-:I.IIj-ﬁ.:,’_:i[ﬂ[":i.i'_l}t'iﬂl'll'iLﬂﬂ
and  theirr pumencal inadguacy
P, teve andd agam, we go througeh
thie tug ol wur between the pro
vitices did the Centre. Such con-

DAWN-SUNDAY,

L-m..*

trontation had resulted in the disin-
tegrution of Pakistan in 1971, The
evil contimued thereafter in the
form of disimissal of
the Balochistan Assembly, the res-
pnation of the NWFP Ministry and
mulitiry wction in Balochistan by
Bhuattn, When Benazir became
Frime Muuster, the Balochistan
Assembly was dismissed for a briet
period though, Since then the
National Assembly has been dis-
missed thrice — n 1988, 19890
and 1993 (though restored by the
supreme Court). But the resigna-
o of 'resadent Ghulam Ishag
Kivan and Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharit sl the dissolution of NLA.
N Are (he
diredt consequence of the centre-
province conlroantation and
dangerous imbalance in our pre-
senl provinces und their numerical
inadequicy

The only way to achieve lasting
political stability Lies i the re-
orginisatinm ol the present bound.
artes of our unwieldy, unbalanced

andd unproportionate provinces by
making them smaller and increas-

e thenr number. This would
bulanve our Federal structure in
e siame way as all other countries
have done long ago. Only after
doang so the nation should go for

lree, tur and impartaal elections
for positive results.

Unce this structurul imbalance is
removed, the Federal government
would fruitfully co-exist with one
GUE e uppusition governments in
the provinces without any tension
and, otcourse, without anydunger
being caused to the averoll "-..trEI;'I..I.rE
ol the country :

On the other hand, going for
iresh elections i Ocrober 1993
without Lirst balancing our sub-sys-
tems/provinces is bound toresult in
turmotl and disaster of a mag:
nitude that we have never experi-
enced belore. This conclusion —
harsh as 11 is — is hased on ¢qually
harsh realities of our existence as a
TR THINTIY
MIRZA JAWAD BAILG
Karach

AUGUST 8, 1993
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