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l TERRIBLE things are happening
to the Muslims in Bosnia, Palestine,
Occupied Kashmir, Somalia and
other places. Most of the about one
billion Muslims continue to suffer
irom under-development and
impoverishment. Muslim leader-
ship is either unaware of this or
else is stunned and paralysed to
analvse the problem and find a sol-
ution. The condition of the Muslims

has been increasmgly deteriorat-
ing since the fifteenth century. And

since then Western power has been

growing and the Western people
liuve been getting more prosperous
mainly as a result of massive sea-
barne international trade. The pity

i~ that not many Mushm
philosophers or thinkers, with the
exception of very few like Sir Syec
cver carried out any scientific
study of the situation to find a solu-

tion.
Sir Syed alone pleaded for educa-

tion to the Muslims to face the
Western onslaught. Most others
have been harping upon theories ol
international conspiracies against
the Muslims, but doing nothing to
counter them, if they really
existed. Then, conspiracies against
nations succeed only when they are
in sacial, moral and political disar-
rav and when they can toloerate
invompltent rulers. l am afraid, not
many had the courage to accept
this disarray.

Most Muslim leaders Rave tried
tn solve this problem by making
efforts to increase their military
might without recalling that the

Mughal and the Turkish military
might, and their empires, were f[ar
bigger than anv western power but
remained paralvsed when con-
fronted with far smaller Western
military might. Let us admit that
rest]l national might emanates from
power of knowledge and economic
dind moral strength.

F.ngland, much smaller than any
ol the Mughal India’s provinces
and with about oneawentieth
population, had two universities
tvaching science, mathematics,
paalitical economy and many other

modern disciplines. But Mughal
India did not have even a school

tvaching these subjects.

In economy. India had nothing
vijud! to England’s sea-borne inter-
isationdl trade. Even Indian goods
were exported by the Enghsh on
| nelish ships

Vuslim leadership is never tired
1 emphasising the importance of

e —

Knowledge as weapon

2 .&5‘“} Wiy

Z.a_:.-,!.sk.a-i
- A-/gucv’

JSihuel, which in Islam 1s a term for
struggle for righteousness. In Islam
Jiwd through acquiring kKnow-
ledge, strengthening economy and
moral {ibre have been regarded far
more 1mportant than a Jihuad
through military means. The say-
ings of the Holy Prophet (I'BUH)
are enough to emphasise 1mpor-
tance of knowledge.

Even 1n pracucal rerms, & mas-
sive militarv might needs be sup-
ported by an equally massive
economic might to sustain 1t. Mus-
bm world ascendancy remained
intact only till the fourteenth cen-
fury when military might was sus-
tained by economic and moral
might and the might of knowledge.
In the contemporary world, has not
Soviet military might collapsed,
notwithstanding support of mas-
sive might of knowledge more so of
science and technology because of
very poor economy? Pakistan has
an enviable military force; but will
not the refusal by foreign countries

to pruvide guns, planes and ships or
even spare pdarts grind the military
might 1o a halt? To create this milit-
ary might, the poor in Pakistan
have 1o be heavily taxed, far
bevond their capacity to bear.

Their stakes in defending the coun-
trv have been reduced by not only

unbearable tax burden but also by
the rulers' failure to provide them

with basic amenities and bare
minimum facilities for a respecta-
ble living.

Pakistani historians have failed
to tell the people that towards the
end, the Mughal empire had taxed
the people beyond their means to
pay and failed to provide protec-
tion to their life and property. This
spread discontentment among the
people. On the other hand, the
Indians living 1n territories under
East India Company found them-
selves more secure and contended.
This was known to the Indians

under the Mughal or other war-
lords. When the Company troops

marched i1nto territories held by
Mughals or other Indian princes,
the people offered them no resis-
rance.

The world Muslim leadership in
generanl and the leadership ot
Pakistan and Bangladesh in par-
ticular should, therefore, concen-
frate on acquiring the might ot
knowledge and economic and
moral strength.

GHULAM KIBRIA
Karachi

DAWN FRIDAY, JLIHE 25, 1993
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