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Women' S police stations

KARACHI will soon have entrusted with handling crimi-

separate police stations for nal cases. So. far, they have
women — staffed entirely by been mainly used as escort to
women and exclusively handl- women under-trials or to dis.

Ing cases involving women. perse women’s rallies, etc. If
According to the DIG, Karachi, policewomen have not under-
Lhese are being set up on an gone any ftraining in crime

experimental basis — starting detection or application of the
with four female Police Report- law, they may face many dif.

ing Centres which have started nLulnes initially. Moreover,
functioning since Saturday last being women. they would be

= w“héﬂ Il‘}f-" i'""_fﬂll"'ﬂﬁ_ of four faced with cerrain handicaps in
selected police stations — one pursuit of their duties, like

in each district. In other words. operating after dark or in far-
in their initial stages, these will flung or deserted places, or
be part of the existing police raiding dens run by hardened
stations. But, depending U criminals who pay little heed to
their performance and E'fl'.l* even armed men from the
cacy, they would _have their force. But these police stations
OWI s€pardie premises as well will I!.li.il'lﬂinl}" have n ITIEjUII' p[u5

as the status of full-fledged ,
police stations. Each of the four PYINL: the woman suspects or
Lumrjlmn“lnt:: would feel safer

proposed police stations will
in the presence of Invesrigators

inittally have three officers and
10 constables. Their :'-H‘-:ngth of their own sex, and also much

might be increased later. The

‘neasure wnich meets a long-
standing need will certainly

evoke wide welcome from
women's organisations and
numan rights groups which
have long been protesting
against brutal treatment meted

Out to women generally. There
have even been a number of

cases of policemen committing
criminal assaults on woman

accused or suspects, which
impelled courts to direct the

police high-ups to ensure that

[reer to speak to them than to

their male counterparts. For
this alone, if not for anything

else, the proposal must be wel-
comed and given full support.

One hopes that the
authorities would not hesitate
lo increase the number of such

police stations at the first signs
of the experiment succeeding,

even 1if partly. At least the
Karachi division has an

adequate woman police force
which can easily run two or

no woman was detained in a three police stations in each of
- | i .- the four districts. According to
police station vvernight. And if T S N :
this was found absolutely Giiitldl source, ar present
necessary, a policewoman or a there are 183 women in the
male relative must be present furce. Seventeen of them are
with the detenue ar all times. Inspectors, 10 sub-inspectors.
The court directives have had 15 assistant sub-inspectors. two
little effect, however. and ill head constables and the rest

reatment of women has con- ¢onstables. If given proper
tinued unabated in many training under a crash Pro-
police stations all over the Bramme, 'ihE}’ should not take
country. The setting up of sepa- Much time in getting a good

rate police stations for women E&roundinginthe basic methods
m:hht not eliminate the evi] and prmmplﬂs of crime control

but it may deter resort, to some 4and investigation and in gain-

extent at least, to the sexual N8 confidence in handling
abuse of women in police lock- their new duties and making

nps., ' . the experiment a success.
Based on the results obtained

in Karachi, women'’s puhce sta-
or not this EI];:IEHI'I‘IEI'I[ would tions should be set up in other

be a success, and if so. in what places, particularly in the rural
way or to what extent. For, this areas where police maltreat-

would perhaps be the first time ment of women is more com-

It is too early to say whether

that policewomen would be mon than in the cities,

JD) AN

Monday, July 26, 1993
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