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Don’t Ignore Bosnia’s Parallels With the Holocaust
LA AR e

the guns of ethnic fanatics. Efforts to
secure democracy on the basis of ra-
tional Weslern prninciples have been
crushed by the bloodthirsty expo-
nents of ‘ethnic cleansing' " -
These “new barbanians,” says Mr.

By Henry Siegman

tary action, the brave Serbian warriors something in the Serbian demoniza-
were suddenly sobered, and their lead-  tion of Bosnian Muslims — the fear of
ers, the thugs Radovan Karadzic and “a Muslim state in the heart of Eu-
Slobodan Milosevic, offered to stop &

N EW YORK —To compare Bos-
nia and the Holocaust i3 to in-
vile angry disagreement [rom some
Jewish cnitics who corr se¢ the

Holocaust as J unigue evil, an un-
precedented descent into hell. But the

_ | :_';pc — finds an echo in lingening
uniqueness of the Holocaust does not their human turkey-shoot. But assoon  Westem prejudice. Glynn, are the vanguard of a reversion
dimunish the force of powerful parai-  as Mr. Clinton backed off, the camage  This tends to confirm Samuel P. 1o ethnic particularism. Reason today
lels that do exist between these Irage-  and “ethnic cleansing” resumed. Hunungton’s thesis (also in Fore seerns (0 hold diminished appeal (0 the
dies, and no one should umderstand Another myth is that the ethnic ha-  Affairs) that since the ol Iﬂ numan imagination. Those who be-
these parallels better than the Jews. treds in the Balkans are so unique and  Soviet Union, world politics has begun  lieve that Jews will fare well in a cli-

Hiller's obsession with the eradica-
ton ol the Jews, and hus method of
choice, the crematorium, are not ele-
ments in the Serbian violence against
the Muslims of Bosma. But virtually
everything else 15, including the cynu-
cal and total abandonment of
nua's Muslims by the West to certain
slaughter or expulsion.

Surely President Bill Clinton knows
that the negotiations in Geneva to
carve Bosnia into “ethnic states”™ for

deeply entrenched as to defy interna-
tonal intervention. In fact, as William
Plall (in the summer issue of Fore
Alfairs) and others have noled,
ethruc hatreds in Bosnia are no differ-
ent in kind from those found any-
where else, nor are they more ancient.

The worst of the Balkan hatreds is
between the Serbs and the Croats (not
the Muslims), due mostly to the unre-
strained Croatian massacres ol Serbs
orid War I1. And yet Serbs

to enler a new phase in which “civili-
zational” (that is, cultural and reli-
gious) differences re-emerge and re-
place traditional economic and
ideological nvalnes.

At stake in Bosnia is not only the
indescribable human suffening but
the fundamental idea thal certain
cavilized norms, which form the
foundation of [reedom and demo-
cracy, are universal. As a new world
order unfolds, the Western world

mate of renewed ecthnic zealotry
should ponder Mr. Glynn's warnung of
a world 1n which “tyrants motvated
by nothing more complicated than

nmitive ethnic fanaucism are al-
ed 10 gel away with mass murder.”
He predicts that we will move either
loward ever greater [ragmentation and
violence or toward “the tolerance and
rationality by which we in the West
have learned to live and prosper.” No
one has benefited more from that tol-

and o

Serbs, Croats and Muslims are a ruse, s now collaborate in geno-  has been offered a chance to reaf- erance and rationality than have the
disguising the real of Serbs and  cide against Bosnia's Muslims. ‘firm that fundamental idea in Bos-  Jews: no one is m; 10 suffer more
Croais: 10 extinguish Bosnia as a state The West is indifferent to the fate of  nia. Its is failing miserably. should those values be abandoned

and to kill or dnve into exile all of
its Muslim inhabitants,

In the face of this enormous calam-
ity-in-the-making, American assur-
ances that Washington will go along
with any plan that the three parties

Bosnia's Muslims for the same reason
it was indifferent 1o the fate of the
Jews in the 1930s. There was some-
thing in Hitler's hatred of the Jews
that expressed a remidual ant-Semi-

Patnck Glynn notes in Commen-
tary magazine that in the Balkans

“the voices of the rational and the

tolerant — for example, officials of
the secular-muinded Bosmian govern-
menl — have been drowned out by

The writer, a survivor of the Holo-
causf, Is execulive director of the
American Jewish Congress. He con-
tributed this commenit lo the Inier-
national Herald Tribune.

i Similar]
agree on are morally obscene. sl mﬂl e R

What we are witnessing is the
West's and America’s total abandon-
ment of Bosmuan Muslims to their pro-
grammed destruction. I( is as complete
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disaster 13 a palpable lie. It is as
believable as the argument that Euro-
pean countnes and America could do
nothung to help the Jews in the 1930s,
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It 15 only one of the many myths
about the Balkans — unfortunately
encouraged by Washington to cover
up a lack of resolve — that the Serbian
muiuas are {erocqous warmors who
would exact a temnble toll from U.S.
[orces sent into the area. By all ac-
counts, the Serbian mulitias are made
up largely of cnmunals given 1o the
cowardly rape of women and girls and
the massacre of civilians,

When Mr. Clinton briefly sounded
senous aboul taking even limited mili-
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