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NARA is an eastern unirrigated
narrow strip of the Thar desert
comprising part of Khuairpur and
Sukkur districts. It 1s spread over
an area of 30,000 sq. kilometers
During a short span of hive 1o six
vears vast areas of the Nara deser!
have been reclaimed. Construc-
tion of all wealther Kutcha roads

deep into the desert by the oil and
pas exploring national and interna-

tinnal agencies, exps ansion of irre-

parion facilities have allowe o culti-
rion of cotton, sugarcane and some

other kharil crops.
Unfortunately, this changed

agro-ecosystem of the desert has
led to new menace to the cotton
crop which is already loaded with

abhout a doxen of injurious INsecl
nest. This new threat Comes from
locust and grass-hoppers.

During the month of June this
vear many parts of Nara desert

received heavy rain. This very rain,
contrary to other bounnes ol
Nature. also encouraged desert
locust population to breed and mul-
tiplv fast because ol sufficient

moisture i the sandy soil. The

ncreased desert locust population
sfrer consuming natural vegetation
n the breeding areas has been
forced to migrate in search of food

o the lush green cotton and other
crops in the recently reclaimed cul-

tivated areas of the desert. As a
martter of {act i1 1S & New phEﬂl}l'l"-l'.".'
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Lﬂcust threat

non for the cotton growers ol the
area which they had not experi
enced before. Last month’s ran
also  helped the prass-hoppers
endemic ]]I-[II‘.I-I.JI.]II-I:H'I i mu]lip]"i‘
rapidly. As a result of thas, the cot

ton crop needs protection and con-
trol measures become necessary.
The cotton growers of the Nara
desert mav not be able to allord
additional cost of plant protection
besides four to five spray covers ol
pesticides considered necessary

for the protect won of cotten from
the existing pest complexes of cot-
[

Therefore, some emergency mea-
sures must be taken by the govern-
ment to protect the cotion crop ol
Nar from locusis. In this
respect my suggestions would be as
under:

The locust control {:|E|’.I-.JI tment of
the povernment of Pakistan, -2

. the recipient of foreign ad for
locust contrel 1in the country. must
arrange free aerial spray 1o control
locust on the cotton crop of Nara
desert.

Till the end of kharif season all
Kharif croeps in the Nara deser!
chould be kept under regular sur
velllance programmes of the locust

department so that appropriate
timely acnion could be tuken to

check furzher spread of the locusts,
SHAUKAT ALI BHAMBHRO

Khairpur

Matter of shame

being all kinds of luxuries and lux.
ury-oriented schemes shall have to
be abandoned. By all means huild
roads to provide employment but
not those which depend on foreign
aid or loans. Instead, concentrate

on farm to market roads, repair and
maintenance of the existing ones.
Stop importing wheat and sugar. In
case of shortage, adopt rationing
until self-sufficiency is acquired.

“IPAKISTAN 15 not to be included
in the list of terrorist states.” There
woere bald head lines to this eliect
in all the national newspapers of
the country. It sounded as though
the nation has been reprieved lrom

being hanged. As a matter of fact
agur heads should bow down in

shame rather than gloat on our
humiliation. But has a begg: r any
self respect. As long a%s we continue
ty depend on loans and foreign aid,

we will keep on suffering such
humiliations and harassed by the
rich nanons.

In the industrial sector, more
sugar factories, cement and

fetilizer plants should be built to

provide emplovment. Mare and
more peopel should be trained In

construction and related activities.

House  building  programmes
should be taken up, particularly in
fI..II"HI. difgds [0 OVercome: UﬂEmpiﬂy"

ment.

Once we firmly reselve to do
away wirth foreign aid, with the
help of Gud, we are sure 1o prosper.

If our governemnls are COUrageous
enough to take the nation into con-

fidence and require it to tighten
the belt and starve rather than beg,

| am sure the people will gladly
respond.

Finally, there 15 no alternative
but to do away with foreign loans

2nd aid to achieve economic and

Have we not enough food to eat, | political freedom and self respecl.

clothing to wear and land to build | LH. ANSARI
homes. Of course, for the tume | Karach
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