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DAY 1: You are in the middle of a
juicy, action packed thriller. Ten-
sion fills the air. The villain Lifts his
gun to shoot the hero. You chew
your nails nervously. He presses
the lever and then — sudden dark-

ness. The electricity has gone and
your movie is stuck in the V.C.R,

‘Oh God!"”, comes the tortured cry

from your heart.
Day 2: The next afternoon 1s hn-l:
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You are dreaming of skiing on the
frozen tops of mountains and swim-

ming in the ice-cold waters of the
beach, when, dll of a sudden, you
find vourselves drowning in the
scalding hot lava of a volcano. You
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WIJ / “Forces of Darkness™ have struck
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again. *Why me?", comes your piti-
able groan.

The same night, In a sudden
fit of chivalry, yvou throw vour
caution to the winds and
challenge the heavens by inviting
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some friends over for dinner. You
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On an impassioned impulse, you
throw the receiver at the wall...
Such has been the plight of the
Karachiites for the past few
months. Complaints have beeén
bombarded at the KIEESC offices, to

the extent that now, whenever you
try to call them, you get no answer,

Rumours have it that the frustra-
tions and rage of the masses rose to
such an extent that a vehicle was

hurnt in fraont of the KESC office.
Meanwhile, various reasons are
being given [or these erratic black-
outs. Some claim that “the prob-
lem™ is due to the overloading of
cables, some blame the extensive

digging up of roads for laying tele-
phone lines which might have dam-
aged the power cables, while the
rest naively term it as “load-shed-
ding”. Whatever the case, it is obw-
ous that this menace 15 not going Lo
be resolved soon. What with the
massive downpour expected In
Karachi any day, we must prepare
oursclves for further inconveni-
ence. Dur only source of comlort is
the fact that the KESC officials
have offered us hope for "next
vear” when the power problem
maight casc a little.

Till then, | guess, we can only
wait and take pleasure from the
simple things in life: sleeping
under the warm night sky with the
magnanimous companionship of
mosquitoes, revelling in the sweat
trickling down our [orcheads and
keeping our fingers crossed — for
better luck next time!.

ROMANA ABDULLAN

Karachi

DAWN THURSDAY, JULY 22, 1993
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