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MY knowledge gbout tobacco-
caused cancer is only a few
hundred thousand degrees below
cere and so0 1 just dare not contest
anything pronounced by such med-
ical authorities as Dr N A, Jafery.

| wits omly informed in a popular

lectnt'e for the lay audierrce by o
medhical lecturer that if the bhlood
has turned cancerous anything
“even the arritation from the rub-
hing from the strap of a wrist-
watch” can cause cancer™, Mayv be,
with all good intent he wanted 1o
warn us against the dangerof irrita-
1OV

He also said about *“elbow
cancer” of the clerks who rest their
left-hand elbow on desk, to rest

their heads, while busy writing
with the right hand.

Then he also spoke about
“Kashmir Cancer™ among the poor
people of Kashmir who place
embers near their chest during
winter in an unprotected manner.
Very recently | was told by a medi-
cal student that the excessive use
of even we-cold water may cause
theoit cancer. Same seem to think
that “cancer has run riet and only
the most Linddable optimism of man

s preventing us from giving up the

chase™

Digitized by Khilafat Library Rabwah
Why tobagco alone

2199r ] .y

| have to necessarily bow hefore

the statstics provided by Dr N.A.
Jafery and my animosity towards
tohacooe 1s now greater.

But all that | have asked is “why
tobhicen alone?”™ when hundreds of

other  carcimogenic  substances

seem to be not far behind in the list
of cancer stimulants?

Does it, or dees it not, provide
immediate sense of relaxation from
mential tension to those who seek it
degperarely? Does it, or does it not,
“give people some time to think™? |
hate i1, detest it and vet | see that
even doctors use it while knowing
all its horrors and dangers. All
hecause, | think, it serves a badly

needed need — relaxation from
LS.

When a most pragmatic cvynic
wirs told thar tobacen is slow poison
he fondly agreed saying “Yes, | am
also not in a hunry”. History seems
o show that for the sake of
immediate comfort and conveni-
ence, man seems Lo agree 1o nearlv
anything and everv thing. And
unless and until a proper substitue
15 fouwmd, the wretched weed
tobacco may stay.

(.M. MEHRKI
Karachs

DAWN SUNDAY, JULY 18, 1993
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In l_ﬁemnry of Fatima J innail

O the occasion of the centenary
celebrations of Moh:arama Fazima

Jinnah this vear, it will be in fitness
of things 1o honour the sole com-
panion of the Quaid-i-Azam. In this
connection 1t is suggested that,
Dow Medical College (DMC) 2nd
Its teaching hospital be named as
Fatima Jinnah Medical College.
The sound and convincing
reasons are that she belonged to
medical profession, provided inspi-
Fition and was partner in the strug-
=x!e for Pakistan and took adequate

care of the health and welfare of
the Father of the Nation. She had

the courage to stand to the test of

nnme and challenged Ayub Khan.
The name of the institution —

DMC — smacks of imperialism,
salaverv, colonial rule and a con-
stant source of hurting our pride as
citizens of an independent country.
i1 1s the most appropriate ume 1o
take up the suggestions seriously.

DAWN SATURDAY, JULY 17, 1293
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Since all the requirements and
infrastructure in this prestigious

medical collége are alreadvy pre.
sent, its dental department could
be upgraded to a teaching insttu-
rion.

It 15 hearteming to know that
Mohartta Palace, her last abode, has
been purchased by Sindh Govern-

ment. This may now be named as
Fatima Palace and used as an art

gallery, museum, auditorium and
centre for exhibition of our rich cul-

tural heritage. Preferably, it can
better be urilised as an Institure for

Tropical Medicine and a modern
research centre for health and oral

hyglene.

Alternatively, it may also justifi-
ably be utilized as an Institute of
Excellence for the uplift, education

and welfare of women of Pakistan.
DR. 5 H. NAQVI
Karach:
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Professional
politicians

Hy Irfan Abdullah

In our country the prime ohjective of
nauonal politics, i.e, o serve the na-
lion, has aliogether been changed
and this hay become a business, Pro-
fessional politicians are using all tac-
les to keep themselves in business
$0 that their politics can flourish.
I'he positive aspect of the pre-

sent condition of the country is that
now a man at grassrools level knows
and well understands the actual faces
of those who used to be leaders once.
As a maller of fact, these faces were
very much there but were restricted
to a limited circle.

At is high time to pin-point these
exploiters, black-mailers, destrovers
of law and justice, and reckless loot-

ers of national exchequers. They must
nol he allowed further 1o suck the
Dlood of innocent people.

Itis astonishing that for the post
of a simple messenger. the minimum
qualilication is primary/middle but
lor « member of the highest legisla-
live body no qualification restriction
15 laid down. The result is olwious.

it 1s Interesting that the person
who founded a political party became
its chief and that too for a lifetime.
Alter his death his son or daughter
succeeds him and so on. In other
words il becomes hereditary:

How can this situation be set
rght? 1 submit some suggestions:

— Immediate abolition of feudal-
iIsm and landlordism.

— The media should be indepen-
dent so that it can expose the real
faces of professional politicians.

— Prionities should be refixed.
Education and health must immedi-
alely be put on the top after defence.

— There should be improvement
n law enforcing agencies, especially
Lhe police at lower level

— There should Iy a sincere and

dedicated leader at the top.
Karachl
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IT i1s so unfortunate that our
country cannot find a creditable

person whocan lead it to prosperity
and greatness. Surely, it cannot be
so difficult. We have examples of
the success.of others and surely
they can give us some foresight and
direction we need badlv. The
people in Pakistan are unhappy
with such perpetual uncerrainty.
Why do seemingly eificient leaders
go wavward when put into posi-
tions of power? What is wrong?
What is the cause of all thus con-
tinuous disturbance? Is it external
forces or the addiction of
power among a few hands.

Every step forward that we take
is followed by two steps backward.

Our trivolousness, hypocrisy,
lack of direction and purpose, illit-
racy. and lack of religious faith

must surely be the cause of all the
decay one can witness in the Pakis-

the symbols for goodness i1n our

natural enemies. |
I think the answer in looking for a

give birth to leaders. They are the
ones who have to be reformed. No,
not by covering them in chadar
and veils, but by giving them confi-
dence and pride in themselves, In
letting them believe in themselves

s "'y - &
S0 oS
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w
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Rediscovering women’s role

tani society. We have noidealsand - v,y - % g
no p:.ride in ourselves but look to ;Fl teach Miislim & Tommon lan-

permanent solution lies in redis-
covering long overlooked impor-
tance of women. It is women who

and importance of the rask bes-

DAWN FRIDAY, JULY 23, 1993

towed on them from time
immemorial. In educating them
and by imparting all knowledge.
obtained from the four corners of
the world.

Letthe women develop and know
their minds and clear concepts. The
vastness of knowledge and despite

that the realisation of the limita-

tions of oneself ennobles the mind
and spirit. . |

Our misery is that men have sub-
dued us too long, not realising that
thev are * product of our upbring-
ing. Nobody can deny one's genes.
And then must know an educated

women will bring forth enlightened

children. :
At present, we need a leader who

can understand this need for wide-
spread awareness. Our conven-

tional system of education must be

reformed. We need a system which
will look into every sphere of life. It

age of communicatibd, the lan-
guage and philosophy of Quran.

We must value people for their
qgualities, not positions.

I must sound very idealistic but
truly [ am not. I was broughtupina
family where good prevailed upon
evil. And that is the world I am
dreaming of —'a world where evil
can be curbed and good is
appreciated.

FATIMA BILAL
London
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