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Khushwant Singh

From Rana M. Aslam Khan

Khushwant Singh Is a renowned
journalist of India, who once said,

“Whenever any propaganda cam-
palgn was launched by the Indian
press against Pakistan, | severely
opposed it (o the best of my capac-
ity and always tried to rationalise
the Indian media approach towards
Pakistan”.

He considers Pakistan as his
motherland and the streets of
Hadali town where he played in his
childhood are very dear to him. In
his book “The collected short sto-
ries ol Khushwant Singh”, he tells us
about the art of writing short sto-
ries. “More malicious gossip” is a
complation selected from two of his

immensely popular columns, “Gos-
sip sweet and sour”, and “"With mal-

ice towards one and all”.

tie shot to literary fame with his
novel "Train to Pakistan” and ever
since has been among the most
widely read authors. The book
makes delightful reading. Here he
both stimulates and irritates with
his princely styles. His two volume
"Hislory of the Sikhs™ is a well-doc-
umented book on the history of the
sub-continent.

The prime causes of his im-
mense popularity are his acerbi
pen, his wit and humour and must
of all his ability to laugh at h'mself
He has done different things at dul-
ferent times: practised law, diplo-
macy and politics, and taught com-
parative religion at Frincetosn
He edited the “Hlustrated Weekly
of India”, and has written regularly
for several European and American
journals including the “New York
Times".

Faisalabad

he NEI'WE Internavional, Tuesday, July 13, 1993
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From Lauf Qureshi

The recen. strike by the butchers of
Lahore and the tussle with the ety
adminsimton over the rates of beef
and rmalton and the high prices of
sacriticial animals on Euwlul Azha
have indicated that beef and muttop
suj ply in the whole of country is on
Lthe decline.

Heel and mutton are a8 major
source of protein and are needed by
the human hody for s proper nour-
shment and maintenanee,

The incentives provided in the
[orm of reliels and income tax have
not proved sulhicient to enconre
cattle, sheep and goat farmimg be-
cCause such fiarms, (e pendent upan
stadl-feeding do nil prove ecoromis
cidly viable.

tven stall-fed dairy farming is not
economically viable and that is why
Al the milk-preodnet plants m Pak-

s depend on nulk collected from
lir ol places where mnimals are pas-
ture-led an-! stall-fed.

(L 15 about tme the government
started a livestock [arming scheme
steh as the o started by the Briush
i Uwe oid days lor horse breeding,
wherem land was allotted by the gov-
ernment in e newly  developed
Cd IFrEALLOn SCOCines Areas o)
condition of supplyving the govern-
ment a lixed number of horses every
year The government owns vist pas-
Lures spread over millions ol acres,
The pastures are situated slong river
banks and in hilly areas,

]
I :

[ am sure if the government
launches some scheme as would allot
A lixed acreage of pasture land Lo
Culnpanies, parterships and ndind
uals on condition of supplying the
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government a fixed number of

Rrown-up anumads every year we will
become  sell-sufTicient in callle,
sheep and goat. Milk would be an ad-
ditional by-product thus Mmaking us

seil-suilicient in mulk and meat from
(Ive Lo ten vears.

Lahore

.u.:..u'.f' ..f' -.:J.’h--"é".-r.ﬂ-fr."- .

'&Lﬁ—‘-‘"’" ' The News Lowernational, Monday, June 1.
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Christians
and Pakistan

'rom Prof. Jacob E. Lall

A few davs ago, there was an
argument on the floor of the de-
funct National Assembly belween
Maulana Niazi and Peter John 50-
holra over Lthe idea whether Lhe
Diwan Bahadur S. P Singha, a
Christian  leader,
[avour of Pakistan or not in the leg-
islative assembly of Punjab.

Or leaders are totally ignorant
of the legislative history of our
country. That is why nobody ever
mentions Lthe role of Christian mi-
nority in the establishment of Pak-

istan.

If my memory serves me right
the establishment of Pakistan de-
pended on the vote of majority of
the members of legislative assembly
of Punjab. AL the time of voting the
house was equally divided: 88 of
the Muslim voles were in favour of
establishment of Pakistan and 88
Congress voles were against il,

Quaid-i-Azam approached Lhe
Christian MLAs with his word of
honour that Pakistan would be a

secular state and members of mi-
norilies would be equal citizens en-
Joying all the rights and privileges
that the members of the majority
community would enjoy.

They were good old limes when
minorities were nol considered de-
spicable. One of the Christian
MLAs, Headmaster Fazal Elahi,
Known for supporling the idea ol
Pakistan, was deputy speaker. I is
not clear whether Mr Fazal Elahi
was able Lo exercise his right Lo
vole. Qul of the other three, Messrs
(ribbon and Joshua Fazal-ud-Din

vieled 1n favour ol Pakistan. Mr
Singlut was o Known Undoaisd, but
when the Qiand reaue ;.h sl Has pol
Loy el Spdaitind | 5kis lnt e AEreedd
Thus b absor comyribitesd 1o the os-
Labhishnent ol Pakstan I_ ik -
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SXams and resivious
holidays

From Brig Kh Naseem lqbal (ret)

Richard Sampmm in his letier “Easte

& exams” (June 7) has complained
about the holdiag of a certain exam-

mation _r. Easter Surday. How would
ths waislims feel If they had to take
an exam on an Eid ay? he asks.

| have an answer for Mr Sampson.
erlﬂemtmkmemmhpapernﬂhe

extenced programme of the London
School of Economics, organized by
t}mﬂﬁﬂshfmmcllml-ahmemhme
2, which was the Eid-al Azha. On the
same day exam for '« level was also
neld here, organized by the same

agency
The excuse given is that these ex-

aminations are scheduled by London,
tﬂbeheldﬂnthesa.rnedaynllﬁver

the world. There is no reason why
London cannol exercise a little care
to ensure that no major religious cel-
ebration falls on the day of such
exams, But they don't, and only con-
cern themselves with Christian eal-
ender. We Muslims understand this
pretended ignorance and ignorg it.

Mr Sampson should appreciate
the fact that whereas Christians in
this Islamic country enjoy special
privileges such as half holidays on
Sundays and other religious holidays
'ike Easter etc. The Musiims in the
Christian world do not even get one
heor off for the Friday prayers, what
to talk of Eids or other religious hol-
idays

Lacely, we have been witnessing
an increasingly vocal agitation by the
Christias, community on all sorts of
trivial ana totally unjustified issues.
it is about “ime they are clearly In-
formed of the attitude of their co-re-
ligionists tovvards the Muslim mi-

policy of stmple rEfi]J rocit, [I' the re-
ligious needs of Muslitas are not re-

spected in the Christiar, states then
the Christirns should nct be given

any specia “ivileges in this country.

We may, then, see the church in Pak-
istan appealing o the pope, the

Archbishot of Canoorbury and the

guvernments in Europe and th> US
and elsewhere to respect the reli-

gious needs of their Muslim mineri-

‘ies, so that their orivileges are re-
gty <A Loore.

Lar sre Cantt

International, Wednewlay, une 18 1007
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