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THE basic purpose of the estab-
lishment of the Organisation ol

Islamic Conference (OIC) was to

protect the legitimate rights and
interests of Muslims the world

over, to forge unity of thought and
action among the governments of
Muslim countries and to rush to the
rescue of Muslims unduly suppres-

sed or victumised anywhere in the
world. How far has the organisation

succeeded during the last about 25
years in its objective is not the sub-
ject of discussion here. But there

are no two opinions, at least among
Kashmiris, that the organisation

has miserably failed to perform its
duries towards Kashmiris who are

being subjected to most inhuman
treatment by India. About 80 per

cent of the 13 million Kashmiris are

Muslims.
For 40 vyears after 1947,

Kashmiris struggled peacefully to
persuade India to honour Its
solemn pledges regarding their
iright to shape their own furture
freely. But India went on
strengthening its grip on Kashmir
and depriving it of whatever inter-

‘nal autonomy it enjoyed.
Frustrated with this. state of

affairs, Kashmiris were left with no
alternative but to resort to armed

freedom-struggle which they did in
1988. They were also entitled to do

so under the UN General Assembly
Resolution No. 2621 clause-2. But

India, instead of conceding to
Kashmiris' inherent and pledged
right, retaliated with genocide of
the Kashmiris adopting most

brutish of methods.

During the last about five years,
Indian forces of occupation
deploved in Kashmir have killed

over 35,000 Kashmiris, raped and

gangraped thousands of women,
‘from 13 to 80 years of age; burnl
tens of thousands of residential
houses, shops, grain stores and
even standing crops worth billions

of dollars: tortured to death or shot
dead over 2500 Kashmiri youth
during interrogation and kept tens
of thousands of Kashmiris behind
the bars without trial. The process
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continues unabated.
After India recognised lsrael, the
Israeli experts have been advising

Indians as to how they could crush
Kashmiris' freedom struggle aqd
Indians have been adopting, 1In
addition to their own barbarian
recipes, the brutish methods that
[sraelis have been using to crush

Palestinian freedom struggle.
At international level, India has

been misrepresenting facts to
make the world believe that
Kashmir is its integral part, that
Kashmiris' uprising is a seces
sionist movement, that those
engaged in the uprising are ter-
rorists and that the state of affairs
prevailing in Kashmir is an internal
issue of India relating to matters of
maintaining law and order.
Nothing could be farther from the
truth.

With this background of the
Kashmir issue and the treatment
Kashmiri Muslims have been
receiving from India, the OIC 1s
morally and per its own aims and
objectives, bound to extend all pos-

sible moral, material and diploma-
tic support to Kashmiris. But all

that it has done so far is that it {Aﬁu‘ﬁjﬁlhﬁéﬂ

adopted a few feeble resolutions

without a proper follow-up. T.!'I'-E'
report on Kashmir presented by its

representative during the recent
conference of foreign ministers
held in Karachi found a place only

in the cold storage of the confer-
ence. None of the delegates of Mus-

lim countries (except Pakistan) to

& ZE3503
the recent Vienna Conference on

v & | e
human rights bothered to make r:'
even a reference to genocide of ﬁ.- > }JL o -{ Lf:ﬁ
Kashmiris lest India gets annoyed. fyroa v e h:;- e Uy
We appeal to the foreign minis- [ | |£' >
ters of 14 OIC member states’ whao d.-i-l": :""d; - ?W .

were in Islamabad, to discuss Bos- [ _..rL /:‘J/:;EE

nix to have a glance on Kashmir
issue and on the state of affairs pre-
vailing in Kashmir and then do a bit - 43
of heart-searching in the light ol él’;d-fﬂﬂ-fiﬂ"ﬂ_.r&-d/ﬁ(
the aims and objectives of the OIC. . i v '
We hope they will not disappoint us I"—";‘db (=
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THIE refers 1o your excellent
ﬂdltnr?al. “Importing poison™
sometime back and an article “An
all purpose tree” in Dawn Maguzine

of _]‘an 22. In connectiun with the
subjects of these articles, it would
not be irrelevant to convey the

information about the researches
carried out on ‘neem’ in our

laboratories at HE | Research Insti-
tute of Chemistry, University of
Karachi, with the object of
developing safe botanical pes.
ticides and to seek the help of the
government and the private sector

in the  development and
applicaiton of these pesticides
through your news paper.

‘Neem' (Azadirachia indica A.
Juss) is an indigenous tree of the
subcontinent, widely distributed in
Asia, Alrica and other tropical
parts of the world. Almost every
part of the tree has found applica-

tions in indigenous medicine for
the treatment of a variety of human

aliments. It has been an age-old
practice in the sub-continent to mix
dried neem leaves with stored
grains and to place leaves In folds
of clothes and wollen blankets to
keep Insects away., Efforts were
made by various groups of workers
since about the beginning of the
current century to isolate its active
constituents. However, it was in
1942 when the eminent scientist,
Prof. Salimuzzaman Siddiqui, iso-

luted the first two crystalline bitter

constituents, nimbin and nimbinin,
from ‘neem’ oil, ol
In the last decade, studies in our

laboratories were directed towards
obtaining active pesticidal formu-

lations which may prove effective

in controlling the targert pests with
undesirable environmental side

effects, apart from studying their
chemistry. As a result, some simple
non-hazardous effective formula-
tions have been prepared from
neem’ fruits and leaves which can
be safely applied against insects
which are harmful for various
agricultural crops and stored
grains as well as against insects
which create domestic problems.
These examples highlight the sig-
nificant potential of their use as
natural pesticides. The fact that
they are from a natural source
which is non-toxic to human beings
undoubtedly increases the possibil-
ity of their utilisation as safe botan:

ical pesticides.

As there is never a dead end of
rers_;eart:h. and efforts are always
peing made towards improvement
of existing established projects,
the same may be the case with the
neem’ products. However, what
has been achieved asan early form
of botanical pesticide from *neem’
in this laboratory needs a quick

move to look into its viability on a
large scale. It is hoped that the

Ministry of Agriculture would do
the needful in this respect so that

our reliance on imported synthetic

pesticldes can be reduced.

DR. BINA SHAHEEN SIDDIQU!
Karachi

in .f.;‘.-"
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