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A dangerowus trend

|_I_l n a politically charged atmosphere like the ex-

isting one, it is easy for tempers to fly. But
even then, political discourse has to be in-
sured ggainst degenerating into a bout of
name calling. That, regrettably, has not happened, and
abuse and slander have repeatedly been used to settle
political scores. The latest example of this unfortunate

practice came on Sunday. A spokesman of the Muslim
League Nawaz group accused the President and his two

.~ sons-in-law, one of whom sat in Mr Sharif’s cabinet only
- four months ago, of conspiring to break up the country.
- He also Insinuated that the President’s policies were part
~ of the Qadianis’ Pakistan Jallao (destroy the country)

plan. The next day, in Parliament’s joint session, Haji

| |
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gldards s Pt &
L\ gdby <& B8,

S LT, suid Bt e FRA s N AN L)EL | por how long?
| behest of Ahmadis and that all the religous parties LA I ANALIG | o oiical scenaricuntalding
0 et together to thwart conspiracy. . o 52 #77 : : one of
‘ TheaE acciatiuns and mshluaﬂunl.]:p are so obviously huﬁL Hjﬁ;ﬁ | :lll:?r::;ﬂ?ﬂ:ﬁ::ft;'mtﬂ:::m? ;:f

MU}J{?H;J; ‘Alice in Wonderland’ where every

' ve; sok character perched on his vantage
e L‘?iﬂgjﬁl” ls dtf..ul.:ﬁ point keeps orchestrating some
-

balderdash without thinking for an
instant about rhyme and reason or
even its relevance to the obtaining
situation. Patterns shift and
change, but the mad tea party and

.&E Jé.i:.l A3 = d},—' L} k( its cacophony gu]fs on ﬂaﬂﬂﬂztﬂﬂ

- dr-r Eﬁ,ﬂ:z i" &Ej - Erﬁﬁi‘j Etzf'ﬂa‘:iia[:;lntﬂrymesyst;;
nadic Bhutio, the leader of the Opposition and s former | (g #pefs SN (L | (ihich we perisiendy copy and
prime minister, was called a kafir by a religious leader :f = e - balloon carrying adventurers who
in the National Assembly. And now the name of the Ah- iy -"'*"'Mf.' o --"Lﬂf "i""j, have succeeded to invﬁtlsle the sl;l*
madis [ a minority group which does not recognise the A a2 B O
finality of the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH) | is o A e e L TS

being used to casi E-'E]Jﬂl'ﬂiﬂﬂﬁ on the character of Fﬂut- engrossed in witnessifig the
ical foes. kaleidoscopic show, the agents of

To be sure, this practice, like its other variant of dub- L LR SICELS RIS DR PHCIENE
bing opponents traitors or kafirs, is both counter-pro- Er:uwﬁez htfﬂmp:!ugﬂ:v;ﬂﬂt::
ductive though dangerous. It is dangerous because it | up again, almost the same persons
shows that the element of tolerance in the prevailing po- L TS - SFSSESTIANg It Syery i,

litical culture is fast diminishing. This in turn means that . guﬂ-'* "ﬁ ~t "_.u!{.ﬂ Wa hive experiénced some 56
one can only disagree with others at the pain of being . = o o T called democratic systems, some

: (.LJ | -'FM X :
called a traitor or a non-Muslim. This scarcely makes a U4 024 S martial laws and even naked dic-

congenial environment for the growth of democratic val- A o S S8 | ax | ratorship, butevery effort we make
ues. It is counter-productive because it neither makes Ef:-"'r"ﬁ" "'g {’_//"1 E‘ﬁ:‘;’;ﬂ‘;jﬁ* ﬂuw;“:::;
Lﬁ’d-.'ﬁ;’ UL UNaUTM004s @ | friang Mansar Alam Siddiqui used

r

preposterous that they do not warrant a serious com-
ment. But their real significance lies in the possibility
that they might become the dominant idiom of politi-

cians to express their political grievances. So far the
standard slur has been to call one's political adversary a

traitor, an agent of the Hindu/Zionist lobby, and even a
kafir (infidel). Over the past few years almost every po-

litical leader of stature has been called by his political
opponents one or all of these names. Some time ago Be-

its target any less of a patriot or Muslim, nor does it

make any more popular those who indulge in this sorry e . 7 to brand every clever deceit and
Eracttce* All it does is reflect how degenerate is the po- ‘J / "'"""F"';” = J'i'- ” 2 ;:h::ﬁ:si ::t i-:m;f::ty;h :E:

tical culture we are trying to build democracy with. Lo ‘-‘-‘bf‘f'.-*" There appears to be no end to this
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* AT-LEAST THREE YEARS EXPERIENCE IN A
REPUTABLE SPINNING MILL IN SIMILAR POSITION.
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