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he police decision to establish separate sec-
I I | tions for women in Karachi's four district
headquarters is a concrete step towards
= helping alleviate some of the problems faced
by women in the the byzantine labyrinths of the road
to justice. Each section will be staffed only by women,
with three women police officers and ten police-
women. Sindh's Deputy Inspector General told the
press that it had been observed that crimes against
women were not being reported correctly in the pre-
vious system. It is heartening to note that the police
administration has finally accepted that women find it
difficult to discuss their problems or their experiences
with male officers or constables. The DIG said that if
this experiment proves to be a success, police stations
staffed entirely by women would be the next step.

Abuse of women at police stations has been tragi-
cally repeated time and time again. Women suspects
held at police stations for questioning have been hu-
miliated and in many cases raped. Interrogation tech-
niques at our police stations could rival the Marquis
de Sade himself. There is absolutely no reason why
women suspected of a crime should be treated badly.
But our law enforcing authorities not only insult and
abuse women suspects, they behave in a similar fash-
lon with women who go to them for help. Rape vic-
tims, who are already traumatised, face further agony
when confronted with unsympathetic and downright
obnoxious treatment at the thanas. In recent months,
we have noticed an increasing tendency to label rape
victims as prostitutes. Such incidents only serve to re-
inforce the fear of a rape victim when trying to make
the decision to report her ordeal.

The establishment of women's sections in four po-
Lice stations in Karachi is just the first step and the po-
lice authorities must not stop there. The women offi-
cers must be trained in the technique of counselling
victims and eliciting information without scaring the
woman or mentally abusing her. The next step would
be to have psychiatrists on call and women health pro-
fessionals on call who could talk to a woman victim
and guide her through the process of recalling the
crime she witnessed or was a victim of. Care must also
be taken that these special sections do not become
separated from mainstream law enforcement. The de-
cision is ¢ ~orrect and welcome one. But we must not
stop here. The police must be given the credit for in-
stituting this new policy. It is to be hoped that this pol-
icy ‘will be closely monitorec and given all the assis-
tance it needs to be a success.

The News International, Thurday, July 8, 1993
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Doctor in dilemma

THE doctor who, having mig
rated to the US after his medical
traiming in Pakistan. (DAWN
June 11) is certainly not in a
dilemma. He has already made up
his mind when he writes “1 am that

Pakistani who is not coming home™.
A great deal of what he has writ-

ten 1n the way of getting along in
Pakistan. But does one leave the
country of one's origin for these

reasons? All Third World countries
are facing similar problems. Is mig-
ration the solution to the problem?

Is it not necessary then, that
instead of migrating, we try to raise
the level of our own standards?
Brain-drain 15 2 worldwide
phenomenon. It is most unfortu-
nate that poorer countries are the
greatest sufferers as our educared
and better qualified manpower
decides to leave and settle down in
economically and technologically
advanced countries. This migration
15 greatly aided and even manoeu-

vered by advanced countries. The
attraction 1s, no doubt, tremend-
ous, and the US is one such country
which artracts and encourages
some of the best and brightest of

our medical graduates to migrate
to 1ts shores.

There 15 one important aspect of
the brain drain towards which even
our Government does not pay much
atrention. I believe it is a very criti-
cal aspect. | would therefore like to
elaborate on this. Assuming that
the medical student has tospend an
average ol aboutr eight years to
qualify, he does not spend more
than twenty to twenty-five
thousand rupees in terms of fees. If
the same person were to go through
medical college in the US he would
have to spend about $200,000 to
become a doctor. Pakistan spends
far less a doctor who is up to the
American standard after having
passed the FMG examination and
being recognised as a qualified
MD. A much richer country has
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reaped the harvest of Pakistan’s
investment. Pakistan has lost a

much-needed doctor while the US

has gained one at much less
expense than it would take to pro-

duce one in America.
This brain-drain.  therefore

involves economic loss as well as

loss of trained manpower. There
are an estimated 5000 doctors in

the US from Pakistan alone. If this
figure were to be multiplied by the
cost of training, it becomes
astronomical, and it can safely be

claimed that America has gained
much more than what it ever gave

to Pakistan in the form of aid.

A brilhant girl who topped in
every examination said thar she
nad vowed to serve the poor people
of this nation. It is years now since
she settled in America and serves
the poor people by visiting Pakis-
tan through USAID programmes
advising us how to run our health
facilities. Any such claims there-
fore become nothing but emotional
platitudes, worth nothing. The fact

of the matter is that people migrate
for the sake of money.

What happens to the social and
cultural side of life after migration

15 another issue. The short and

long-term effects on the family,
particularly the children and
elderly parents is seldom pondered

over because at the time when the
decision to migrate is made, money
i$ seen to be the solution to all prob-
lems that may arise.

Having responded tomost of the

issues raised in the doctor’s article.

I would, in all sincerity, request
him to reconsider his choices keep-
ing in mind his duty to the country
of his birth as well as to the future

welfare of his family. I hope the
doctor in dilemma will notr choose

the shortsighted path while he

stands at the crossroads.

DR. M.B. AZAMI
Karachi
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