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The long wait

From Pooper

General Beg has sounded a warning
Lo those who are tiellbent on causing
chaos and anarchy in this country.
Close on the heels of Beg's state-
ment came an editorial in an English
daily on June 23 saying that the
army s neutrality was the only silver
ining i the dark clouds. Silver lin
ing for whom? For the country or
lor the politicians who are making a
mockery of democracy?

We may assume that in a third
world country with a history of mil-
itary rule, democracy, till it takes
root, can at best mean a weak or (n-
effective government and therehy
condone many lapses but we cannot
permul the country o be turned into
a laughing stock. The temporary
niatus in the threat from India
should have been used to strengthen
ourselves internally but instead we
have weakened ourselves and ex-
posed cracks which our enemies can

turn into fissures and yawiung gaps.
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RECENTLY the inaugural ses-
sion of a national seminar on educa-
tion sponsored by a leading English
monthly magazine, ‘Education
2000 was held in Karachi. Dr.
Ehsan Rashid presided over the

seminar at which Mr lllahi Bakhsh
Soomro was the chief guest.

Mr Soomro's remarks that educa-
tional programmes at any level are

not giving satisfactory results
because the teachers who operate
them do not enjoy good social
status in society became the focal

Status of teachers

senior teachers holding adminis-
trative positions are dismissed or
prematurely retired. The mass
media has so much glorified
players, musicians, actors, poets
and stage artistes that the sociery
has ne time for appraising the per-
formance of teachers. In western
countries teachers are treated as
community leaders even by the
s0cial and economic elite. The Uni-
versity professors exert tremend-

ous influence on the development
of attitudes, social norms and val-

point of discussion by a large ues.

We have given India a chance to

realign its {oreign policy, refurbish
Its image and move its army into
Kashmir for the kill. Once ils geno-
cide policy -“solves” the Punjab and
Kashmir problems, it will strengthen
its ties with the US and lsrael, Then
IL turn its attention to us.

We have been without an effec-
live government since- April. It
means that for external relations we
do not have a point of contact and

therefore no one is likely to take us
seriously. It also means loss of ad-
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number of speakers. He observed
that heads of well known institu-

tions and university professors are
rarely seen at public functions, par-

ties and receptions held in honour

of distinguished guests from home
and abroad. |
. In our authoritarian system of

¢ducational management and pol-
icy planning the lean:'lu{h_ip role of
the teacher has been reduced to the
minimum. They have npw adopted
a defensive outlook bacause they
have nc¢ participation role in the

century,

If we are really interested in rais-
ing the status of teachers in Pakis-

tan, we must help them in their pro-

fessional growth and educartional
advancement.

For proper induction into of 21st
teachers of today
the following

the
should develop
potentialities.. 1. Placing higher

values on honesty, devotion to duty
and impartiality; 2. Qualities of
leadership and ability for develop-
ment of personality and character

minstrative control over the inter- ‘

decision-making prbcess . of of pupils and 3. Willingness for
nal situation in spite of the fact that | academic programmes. Thelr experimentationandacceptance of
we have a strong and competent bu- | &‘.\\ ‘5 status has been further innovative methods and
reaucracy. About economy the less | ﬂ J"u 2 | downgraded as a result of serening techniques.
said the better. | actions from time to time with the Prof. AMANAT ALIL
The restoration of the National | H“r ‘;u_,?' - change of government under which Karachi

Assembly l}a;-‘.l put the Eighth |
it nasae oo | QuprLp g e
oo g e gmwa:w%-w
under the cosmetic overtures of rec- |‘£ F#ﬂffﬂ)f.-"' U'"
1 . J < Lr“-':

onciliation both the opposition and
..,«dj’,/ 2, I.L y

the government are actively en-
re o

gaged in undermining each other.
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The president and the federal gov-
ernment are battling it out in the

pProvinces.

The conclusion that can be
drawn from this state of affairs is
that we.are likely to be without a
government for a long time to come
even if, in our quest for democracy,
we continge on our present course.

The need of the hour is a body
which can govern and give policies
without fear for its own survival.
The responsibility for evolving such
a system rests on the president and,
on behall of the armed [orces, on

the Chairman Joint Chiels of Stalt
Committee.

This supreme body which could
be called the National Security
Council must be constituted without
delay and through'its collective
strength must influénce and guide
_events tg give us hope in our des-
 tiny,

All the important mmhl:rlas judi-
ciary, government, pre!dmtuq the
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