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FOR the past month my home cityand damaged all the electricity

6 / v “ b - + -
o o it F o] and locality have not received a linesin the process. The poor KESC
- "-""‘-”"C'Fﬁ biz V(:J 4 5_‘:{’-’”{";}& IE:U'JU'T"{“": drop of water through the line that is doing all it can for the poor citi-
i.--", o) B . " : . / I pay the KWSE, regularly, and zensof thecity despite the fact that
wﬁ'! 'I.'..'.-‘IJ f-f Iﬁt‘:’ e = "'.:"l'?'F Lﬁ""'fﬁ ":".-L’ — ‘-f:f 'J/ fairly exorbitantly, to deliver from. the majority of electric lines are

All the water in the world is availa-
ble from the same piped source:

however, it comes in the form of an
expensive tanker worth one to

three hundred rupees. The reason
that the water has to be electrically

above ground. "

It seems we will all have tele-
phones at the time of death. But

they will be non-functional,
because they will have been discon-
nected for “non-payment of dues.”

That happened to me a week ago,
when a recorded female voice
repeatedly.informed me, in many
languages, that my phone would
remain dead till I settled up. So, I
took my previous bill which had
been duly paid up and the current
bill which was due on the 27th and
did the rounds of all the required
telephone offices. Four days later,

two hundred rupees fixed my
phone in twelve minutes.

There are only two solutions. One
is linigation which is time consum-
INg. expensive, and in our present
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pumped above ground into a
tanker that subsequently pours an

oily mess into my underground.
tank, I am told by none other than

the chief of the KWSB, is that the
repeated electricity failures pre-
vent the mainline pumps from
operating. Thus, while the hines of
Karachi at large, are dry, there is
always electricity enough to run
the same water into private tankers
at every hydrant. Good logic! And
we pass the buck to the KESC.

So, to the KESC. Apart from the
destructhion of precious and expen-

sive equipment and machines of i : :
the rich. and the inconsequentinl political climate, likely to be of

small tridges, pumps, and uvuga- lemporary 'lf'ﬂlllur- And, we ha_'l.re
sional TVs of the “common mag* - Peen told by judges of the High
caused by fluctuating ¢ ourts that they do not read the
when, indeed there is vol the Dewspapers. So suo m

KESC innovates with prolonged unlikely.
and periodic blackouts. While Some, more . discerning
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d ) i these may let the above overheated . businessmen may recall an inci-
&,ﬁt{? Ty HIE..,Z:LJUJJI y machine cool off, they also serve to dent called the Bostor Tea Party,
. overheat the already hot tempers enacted somewhere in éarly Ameri-

.. r:;p-';,r:":.} of Karachi's citizenry.. - can history. When Karachi pays 70

What can the KESC do? They

need 1o raise their rates because
they have made a record profir.

And they need more staff to super-
vise their overstaff. For six days,

last week, my office block was with-
out one phase of electricity, inter-
mittently spaced with none at all.
The problem was simple: one of the
phase wires from the KESC main
lines had sparked itself off in frust-
ration at the number of competing
Lundi attachments on the main line.
Needless to say, there was no
response from the KESC's 100 & 1
complaint lines. or did the repair
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per cent of the nation's income why
should we suffer like unwanted

step-children. The most effective
and drastic solution is a collective

refusal to pay all taxes until water,

power, communications, law and
order and transport problems have
been solved. For different reasons,

the Boston Tea Party achieved its

desired solution by such a dramatic
move. Our federal and provincial
governments are not interested in
solving anything! They know thar
our businessmen, industrialists
and professionals are too gutless

and divided to do anything conse-

van that had been sent out to us
every morning ever reach us. On
the sixth postnon-operative day a
local electrician, for the paltry sum
nf a undred rupees scampered up

quential for their own collective

good? Will our Chambers and
Associations and Bodies rise to the

occasion, as one man, and tackle
the government head on, where it
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the pole and fixed the problem. So,

lems? Pak Telecom has dug up the
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why do we have electricity prob--

¢,

hurts?
DR. MERVYN HOSEIN
Karachi

DAWN SATURDAY, JULY 3, 1993
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