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laureate physicist. He is the only Pak-
istani who has won a Nobel Prize.
The whole world knows him. But do
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Perilous path

'"US Supreme Court while
upholding the rights of a religious
group to slaughter animals as part
of its religious ritual recently ruled

that the ‘legislators may not devise
mechanisms, overt or disguised,
designed to persecute or oppress a
religion or its practices’. This rul-

-ing was given in the light of the

First Amendment to the US Con-
stitution which states that “Con-

gress shall make no law respecung
an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof’.

One of the major factors respon-
sible for the development of the
United States as a su

to be following a policy totally at

variance with what our founding
fathers had stated at the time ol
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Long nails

From UrYaqoob Bhatt)

Ur Fauzia Dost Mubhammad has
very rightly pointed out the un-
healthy tashion ol growing long
nails by the hospital nurses in a
craze to copy-the western culture.
This practice can lead to ‘the
spread of a host of infections that
could create nightmarish condi-
LHons in our hospitals that alreads
harbour all kinds of bacteria and
Viruses

N good old times the nails of
children in schools were examined
by the teachers to ensure that these
were Kepl trimumed and short.

The ladies should refrain from
growing their nails in a “churail”
like fashion that is abhorred in the
eastern culture. For the sake ol
health of their wards the upper
class ladies should follow Dr
Fauzia s advice. In the long run it
would benefit the whaole nation be-
cdause they are the trend-setters in
Fashion.

Lahore
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elections and governance Lo ensure
eradication of all these evils in line
with Islamnic injunctions.

| venture to suggest the [ollow-
Ing for urgent consideration:

* Cost-free election system.
* deals in assemblies, cabinets
and governments in proportion to
the party votes gained.
» Sweeping land reforms starting
with permanemt tenancy ngnts Lo all
tenants and “haris.”
* Complete disarmament in citles
and villages.

| hope all leaders will give these
aspects thewr immediale considera-
JOn.
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independence. The Quaid--Azam
in his address to the Constituent
Assembly in 1947 had categorically

assured that ‘relimion will have
nothing to do with the business ol

State". It is now apparent that the
‘ state business is being strongly

influenced by religious f{anatics
who are hell bent 1o destroy the

social fabric of our country by
dividing the nation inlto varous
classes ol citizens baseds on their
| religion. Laws are enacted regu-

larly restricting the rights of the
minornties (0 pracrise pruhn
their religion and
bers of religious communities hﬂu
been put behind bars under the

Blasphemy Act and the Ant
Ahmaddiyya Ordinances.
it is indeed unfortunate thar we

refuse to take any lessons from the
countries which have been success-

ful in developing themselves
economically, socially and polid-
cally by utilising the available man-
power resources urespecrive of the
individuals’ religious beliefs. Our
obsession for meddling in peoples’
religion and their beliefs have
taken us well back into the
nineteenth century. We have lag-
ged far behind in development of
scientific knowledge and modern

technology and are trailing behind
even those countries thar gained
independence much later.

In order to get back on the right
track what is needed is a concerted
effort to draw and utilise the
maximum out our pool of resource-
{ul manpower. The question is: who

is guing to lead the way. Our politi-
cians, !:-rhu are busy fn :heil:“ per-

sonal pursuits of power or the

tealots who see nothing bevond
their self-defined parameters of

religious bigotry and fundamen-
talism?

MASOOD A. BHATTY
Karachi
DAWN SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1993
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