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EICHT YEARS ago, a team of
Canadian scientists was sent te the

Gobi desert, China, to gain a fresh

insight on the dinosaurs. After

almost five vears of hard work, with

the assistance of a Chinese
palaeontologists, the team found

30 skeletons, footprints, embryos,
and fossils of dinosaurs. They also

discovered 11 species of dinosaurs,

which were previously unknown.
Among them the largest dinosaur

in Asia — perhaps in the world —
Mamenchisaurus wds also disco-

vered.

These startling finds

from China, as well as from difte-
rent parts of Canada, are now being

disptaved in what is described as

the first of its kind exhibition —

The Dinosaur World Tour.

This exhibition has been
organised by the Ex Terra Founda-
tion, Canada with the cooperation

of Capital City Events Foundation.
More than 70 sponsors are involved
in this venture. which started in

May, and will run untl July 25,
1993.

Canada, a new world, rather the
ancient world comes into view. The

visitors are first shown the exhibit
and the project on video by the

host, Frazer. In this mini-documen-
tary, scientists are shown excavat-

ing in the Gobi desert, as well as in
Canada’s high Arctic and the Bad-

lands of Alberta. In front of the vis-
itors a replica of the Gobi desert is

placed.

For a moment, I felt as if [ was
really in the Gobi desert and could
see dinosaurs all around me. But, in

reality I was at the ‘Dinosaur Worid
Tour', witnessing tons of real skele-

tons of the giant reptile family.
There are fossils in the exhibi-
tion which the visitors are allowed

to touch. Tons of complete and
incomplete skeletons, footprints,

eggs and embryos are on display.
“This is Albertasaurus™, a trained

volunteer — Edil, pointed out on a
wall. “Found in Alberta, Canada. It

is 75% real dinosaur bones, which
is very very remarkable since it 1s
74 million vears old. But you will be
surprised to see even 150 million

vears old reptiles in this exhibi-
tion. This Alberiasaurus is approxi-

mately 9 memr long. 3 meter high

at 1rar3r \abwa

1.-"

Digitized by Khil:

Entering the show in Edmonton,
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Among the dinosaurs

By Ghalib Saeed Farooqui

and 1000 kg in weight. Meat was its
favourite meal and they could cer-
tainly eat humans. In front of vou is
a scene of mothers and babies in
the nesting area just like a baby sit-
ting unit. The scene features two
duck-billed dinosaurs called

Hypacrosaurus; they were really

giant sized. Besides, there are two

astrich type dinosaurs, very agile
with sharp teeth, and they loved to
steal babies from the nest. And vou
can also see a baby hanging from
the mouth of one of them. The vid-
o< all around yvou are marvellous

and vou can get more information
from them". Edil concludes her
lengthy illustration with a smile

and. of course, a sigh of relief.
Her knﬂwledgu- may not be com-
plete as there is even a 1580 million

vears old skeleton of a dinosaur —
Monolophosaurus — that was found

in China by the Dinosaur Project.
Mamemchisaurus, 145 12 160 million
years old, 1s unique among them
What is surprising is his long neck
— 14 meter long. One has to bend
backwards to look at his neck com
pletely. Unlike his neck, his head is
relatively small which gives him a
sirange appearance.

Apparently, 1t 15 impossible 1o
perceive his structure; only those
who have secn it can

A I'H_IEE"EII LONNESs :||"_'|.':.ruu.!4'|'|em.' [i% Fi'A
also called King, Black Beauty — i1s
also on display. 7T-rea was the
largest fiercest hunter ever to stalk
the earth, and was one of the very
last dinosaurs to live. A guide tells

more about its history, habitat etc.
Complete and cracked eggs,

embryos, and babies provide fun to
the children. It is hard to imagine
how small they were at birth and by

the time they grew, in just three
vears, their weight became 16,000
times heavier than when they were
born.

Some artifacts displaved are
hard to believe even for the paleon-

tologists. Lizard Dbones, for
instance, look like fish. In fact,

when paleontologists were digging,

they thought those were fish bones

but thorough investigation
revealed that they were really

lizard bones. Powerful magnifying
glasses are available to the visitors
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ta see them clearly.

will vou believe that 1 have
heard the sounds which the

dinosaurs made? The palcon-
tologists have been able 1o

reproduce them. It is absolutely
amazing.

The most astonishing place in
this on-going exhibition is the Lost
Waorld. For a while, one 1s
frightened by the darkness and

mysterious scenes in the room.
Here, one witnesses a diorama

which portrays one day out of the
150 million wvears history of
dinosaurs. It shows three meat-eat-

ing dinosaurs scavenging the
Wuerhosaurus and chasing after

beetles. The use of colourful lights,
low-tech and high-tech equipment

f h hibi ‘J‘{":— i'J‘J
1S sur.u:rb In fact, the entire exhibil-
ton is presented magnificiently. Drjt.{a"“ JH_{‘__JJ ‘__f

Each and every thing here is excel- . pu

lent whether it is a skeleton, fossil J”Jd:ﬂ'--{r"" :--.H' LFL-U;UH
the setting.
. 2 U—-’Lr-'.i:'_h LrLJ/#MdI&JL-*

J . | Ja-f-(i

And then there is much more to
see To provide fun to the kids,
there is a prep lab where small chil-
dren, and adults get a chance Lo
remose f{‘rl-'.ﬂ.ilﬁ f]‘-liJ'I:‘I-'I. l'hE EHT‘I.!'I 'h'iIi'l

screens and brushes. It's really
interesting to see little children

excavating odd things from the sand.
They look as if they really are

young paleontologists. This exhibi-
tion, no doubt, is educating espe-
cially the video demonstrations are
very helpful. They are brief, but
informative. There are as many as
20 TV screens, where Dr Russell
and Dr Phill Currie, two of the

paleontologists who visited the
‘Gobi desert, describe different
aspects of the dinosaur’s life.

Despite the expensive ticket,
more than 100 thousand pevple

have visited the exhibition, most of
whom happen to be students and
kids. The devotion of volunteers
deserves mention as there are more

than 1000 wvolunreers working

alongwith the members of Ex Terra
Foundation. Giabe aned Muail, a repu-

ted international newspaper of
Canada, has included it on irts

world-wide list of the top 10 special
events of 1993, Bur that news was

printed before the exhibition
bégan. Now after the magnificent
display, the possibility of its
becoming the top most event can's
be ruled out. B
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